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$20,000 for Bannockburn Site.

Bannockburn Elementary School
site, $20.000 on the former country
lub grounds now being develop d.

Evening Star
5/23/51

. Bakburn

Elementary—A

delay until the 1952-53 fiscal vear
in beginning work on an eight-
classroom school, for which the
jBoard of Education asked $200.-
000.




Site Already Purchased

: ing St
A site for the proposed Bannock:  Times Herald Evening Star
burn elementary s::hm],brf house >/5[53 12/6/55
- IT-
240 pupils, already has been pt s o
chased. It would alleviate “alarm- The board go-ahead
ine" overcrowding of the Somersct signal to J:’hannu & Murray,
and Clara Barton schools, the architects, draw final plans

board stated.
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Bockbn Sch
Funds Transf erred

The DMontgomery County
School Board last night voted|

& lo defer construction of the pro-|
+posed $177,000 Bannockburr|

Blemenury School and to shift|

- 5164,000 of the money to unal|

located funds.

. The action was taken at a
“special session of the board inr
Rockville after Dr. Forbes H. R,

Norris, superintendent of :

schools, stated that the nced b

for the Bannockburn schooll”

was not sufficient to justify thel
expenditure at this time. AN T e 2

?vould be used to complete the \ B ) ng Star OOL, Bannockburn dr.,

;g ulpping of the new Wheaton e I hO. I(d. PNI". ready for 'Ol‘k
High School, and tor road bulld Y (AT i ot esd aay. ¢
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School Building Finished,
But You Can’t Get to It

Lock of Access Roods and Utilities
Delays Opening Until September

By CHARLES A MeAlREn

»”  Aeh§ N e et - "
READY OR NOT—This new $267,000 elementary for use this month, the new building is inaccessible
school in the Bannockburn subdivision of Mont- because there are no roads to it. And gas, water
gomery County is ready for use, but it won't be put and sewer connections have not been made.—Star
into operation until next fall. Originally scheduled __ Staff Photo,




A new $267,000 elementary school stands in the Bannockburn
subdivision of Montgomery County—its opening delayed because
there's no way to get to it.

School officials originally had intended putting the school
into use this month. It now won't open before September, even
|though construction of the eight-classroom building was completed
{February. 4. There 1s no roadway to the school, and the pathways

|used by workmen now are muddy
and impassable,

Fees to Be Paid Soon

Lack of access has prevented

the installation of desks and
other equipment. The school also
'Is without gas, sewer or normal
weter service, although through
the courtesy of a nearby resident
a long hose connection has been
made to provide temporary
water to operate the school heat-'
ing system,

Heat Turned On

The heat has been turned on
for two weeks. It was necessary
so the inside could be painted
and acoustic ceiling installed.
Fortunately, the school got a
full tank of oil before the
frozen pathways thawed and
their “bottoms dropped out.”

James H. Sheldon, county
supervisor of school construc-
tion, attributes the delay to
“just one of those complications
that goes with new develop-
ment.”

Mr. Sheldon said the county
Department of Public Works
/hasn't built the roads yet because
utility lines aren't installed. He
isaid the Washington Suburban
|Sanitary Commission won't start
|construction of water and sewer
/mains until house-connection
charges are pald by the developer
ifor 81 proposed lots surrounding
'the school.

At about $300 a lot, that
icomes to over $24.000. A san-
itary commission engineer said
award of contracts depends on
how quickly these fees are paid.
The developer has been notified
that plans have been approved,
the engineer reported, and he
has until April 6 before the
agreement expires.

The commission identified the
‘developer as the Selkirk Corp., a
‘group headed by Ernest Cook,
'president, and N. Nathan Sha-

piro, secretary. Both are area

builders engaged in dev-lopment
of a subdivision there known as
' Wilson Knolls.

| Mr. Bﬁlpiro said the connec-
‘tion charges will be paid in full
‘within the next few days.

| He sald the approved plans
'were received by his corporation
‘only last week. lle added the
‘fees would have been paid then
if the-corporation had not bheen
required to get a plumber to
make individual applications, in
quadruplicate, for each of the
81 lots.

Mr. Shapiro expressed doubt
that failure to install sewer and
waler services by now has de-

if they had been provided, he

been paved because of weather
conditions this winter,

Officials of all three county
agencies—the school board, san-
itary commission and Public
Works Department—agree the
situation soon will be ironed out.

Arthur B. Parson, division en-
gineer of the sanitary comumis-
sion’s plans and surveys division,
said the topographic layout of
the area requires water to come
from the Bradley Hills storage
reservoir side of the school. The
sewer lines also are coming from
the same side, although the com-
pleted development on the other
comes to within 200 yards of
the school.

layed the school’s opening. Even
said, the roads could not have

Evening Star
2/12/57



This is because the school oc-
cupies property atop a hill at
one of the highest points in
what used to be the old Ban-
nockburn Golf Course, It is just
past the end of Bannockburn
drive. The old Bannockburn
Clubhouse is 400 yards downhill
in the middle of the present
Bannockburn and Fairway Hills
developments. A few blocks away
is MacArthur boulevard and the
town of Glen Echo.

The Massachusetts Avenue
Hills subdivision is on the other
side of the school, but a deep ra-
~ine separates it from the high
ground on which the school is
built, making this an unlikely
approach route,

Road to Be Extended

Mr, Parsons said once the con-
nection fees are paid, arrange-
ments will be made with the con-
tractor to hook up the school
services first.

Meantime, the Public Works
Department is rushing plans to
extend Bannockburn drive some
800 feet to a projected part of
Dalroy lane. The department
ais0 would improve 300 feet along
Dairoy lane, with the subdivision
developer being responsible for
cutting this through to meet
Benalder drive to provide a sec-
ond access road.

Both were part of a street tm-
provement project, estimated to

cost $55,165, which was author-
fzed by the County Council Jan-
uary 22. Under this project
Bannockburn drive would be
built 36 feet wide and Dalroy
lane 26 feet, both with curbs,
gutters and sidewalks.

Some $21,848 is estimated as
the county’s share. Most of the
rest will be borne by abutting
property owners.

Some individual property as-
sessments will be fairly steep. So
will the grade of Bannockburn
drive and some of the properties
fronting on it.

John H. Light, aide to County
Public Works Director Mason A.
Butcher, said the terrain will
require a road grade of from 11
to 12 per cent. The desirable

Bannockburn|
in 1957

imaximum under the county road
icode is 10 per cent, he said.

f Rights of Way Sought

Mr. Light said negotiations are
underway to obtain easements
and rights-of-way for the pro-
posed roads. Getting these, he
said, will require additional ex-
penditures not included in con-
struction costs.

The school's front entrance
and driveway will be along Dal-
roy lane.

Mr. Light said the department
expects to have the roads com-
pleted by summer and ready for
use in September,

School authorities, meanwhile,
are considering what pupils will
be transferred there from other
schools. The estimated enroll-
ment will total 300.

The present structure will cost
some $267,140, according to Mr.
Sheldon. Designed by the Silver
Spring architectural firm of
Johannes & Murray, it was built
by the James Partelle Co. of
'Hyattsville,

A proposed addition of six
!classrooms and a kitchen may be
'started even before the new
school is occupied, Mr, Sheldon
said. It is part of the school
board’s budget request to the
county council for 1957-58, he
said.

“This is a time when the
;school was completed first,” he
explained. “In others, utilities
were finished first. It could hap-
pen any time in a new develop-
ment.” .
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Bannockburn Difficulties

The new, 12-room Bannock-
[burn Elementary School in
Bethesda is to open on sched
ule this fall after all, Mont.
gomery County School Board
officials said yesterday.

For several months it was
feared the $225.000 building,
completed last February,
would stand idle in Septem.
ber, despite over-crowded con-
ditions. There was no road to
the school, and installation of
\sewer and water facilities was
delayed.

The school is on the old
Bannockburn Country- Club
grounds off MacArthur blvd.
near Wilson lane at Bannock-
burn dr. and Halpert dr.

It was necessary to extend

Delayed Bethesda Schoel
ToBe Ready on Schedule

“'school.

|work and construction gangs
‘ran into rock formations while

Bannockburn dr. about 1000]
feet to provide access to the

The problems that
confronted officials involved

terrain conditions, the weath-
er, negotiation with prop-
erty owners and coordination
among the Schooi Board, the
Cv:::unt;.lF Council and the Waqh
ington Surburban Sanitary
Commission,

Once coordination was es-
tablished, bad weather delayed

extending Bannockburn drive.

Now officials {eel certain
the school will open on time
although the road may not be
completed until a week later.




Two new echools and addi-
tions to seven others will be
Evening Star ready for the 62,538 students
anticipated for Montgomery,
9/1/57 County public schools this year. ¥
- ".-,T'hll is an increase of 5300. B8

» The new schools are a puﬁ'. ol

of the Edwin W. Broome Junior :
-rir )
S .

"High School at Rockville and
othe Bannochburn FElementary
Behool near Glen Echo

Pupils to Move
Into New Addition

5 Children at Bannockburn
}E]umtnurf Behool 1o Mont-
gomery County will be moved
ints the unfinished school ad-
dition tomorrow to avold hav-
Evening Star ing double sesslons, the County

Board of Education announced

9/3/58 today.

The classiooms are virtually
completed, the Board of Educa-
tlon =sald. and the library,
kitchen and plavground will be
completed in about a week

Previously the school had
been slated for double sessions.
The change reduces the num-
ber of children involved in
double sessiong in the county
N from 1,708 to 1466, the board
reported.




approved without comment a
series of other appointments
and transfers,. _

" The lUst included the ap-
pointment of Margaret T.
Jones as principal of the Ban-
nockburn Elementary School.
She will be the first Negro to
head a predominantly white
school in Montgomery. Mrs,
Jones replaces Alexande
Gottesman, who was promotec
to administrative assistant to
School Superintendent C.
Taylor Whittier.

Star s

g Negro Principal HEADS SCHOOL — Mrs. Margaret Jones, who has

\ ) been appointed principal of Bannockburn Elemen-
Move PrOteSted . : | tary School which has an all-white student body in
The Maryland Petition Com- western Bethesda becomes the first non-white
mittee, Inc., segregationalist - in Montgomery County so assigned.
group, his filed a protest with ||

Montgomery School Supt. C.
Taylor Whittier over appoint-
ment of a Negro as principal of!
an all-white school.

The school. board approved
without comment yesterday thé
appointment of Mrs. Margaret
C. Jones as principal of the
Bannockburn Elementary
School in the Bethesds area. d

The segregation group sent a
telegram-to Dr. Whittier put-
ting itself “on rgcord in opposi-
tion” to the appointment, .-

The: telegram was'signed’ by
Robert L. Wiseman, president
of tie petition committee. The [
committee also sald ‘it wanted
to be heard if a hearing' was
scheduled on'the appointment. i

No such hearing has been
scheduled. L
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POLL FAVORS
SCHOOL PLAN

Bethesda Residents Back
D.C. Busing Program

By SANDY ROVNER
[Sun Stajf Correspondent]

|families

results of a neighborhood can-
vass taken this weekend indi-
cate strong community support
for a program to enroll some
Negro youngsters from Wash-
ington in the lower grades of
the Bannockburn Elementary
School here,

However, the unexpected]
heavy enrollment at the school,
alonf with administrative and
legal technicalities will probably
not permit the program to start
when school opens next week,
according to Jerome Freibaum,
president of the Bannockburn
P.-TA.
Mr. Freibaum said that re-
sponses from about half of 272
contacted  showed
about 80 per cent of the parents
of the school’s 500 pupils in
favor of the busing program.

He added, however, that the
replies emphasized that approv-
al was contingent on maintain-
ing the high quality of educa-
tion at the school.

Mr. Freibaum said a report

is being prepared based on the||

Bethesda, Md., Aug. 28—The|

ranvass, and the group's next

gteps are being planned.

FUN FACT:

The author of this Baltimore Sun article, Sandy
Rovner, lived in Bannockburn for more than 50 years!

Washington Post
8/30/67

Plan for Bannockburn Elementiary Scho
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Bethesda P-T A Seeks to Invite Ghetto Pupils

By Claudia Levy

Washinglon Post BLeFE Weller

Paronts in the Bannockburn |
geetion of Bethesda are sesk-|
ing approval from the Moni-
gomery and Washington
School Boards for a plan to
enrall about & dozen Distriet
of Columbla ghetle students
fn the Bannockburn Elemen-

tary School this vear,
The schools Parent-Teacher

Associalion, headed by Jerome
Frelbaum, has begun prelimé
nary negotiations to allow a
small group of caildren from

Washipgton to alienmd First,
speond- and third-grade classes
at the suburban school on an|
experimental basis beginning

sormctime this current sehsol
year, Freibaum sald yeslerday
that threofourths of the
schoal's parenls surveyed so
{ar have supporicd the pro-
po=al.

Under the plan, which has
ot been Tormally preschijed
Lo either Board, tuition of
about 2750 per pupil would be
funded through seclions of
Title [ af the Elementary ond
Secondary Education Act cow
ering  upderpriviteged  chil
dren. No more fhan three s
tefet of Columbia siudents
would Be enrolled in cach Ban
nockburn class.

Montgomery Schaal Super
lntendenly]lumtr O, Elserod

zald vestorday thal he Is “re- rolled, said Alrs, Jones, She isihlay of pupll exchanges
eeplive 1o the ldea of irying one of the Countly's fow Negro| Chovy Chaose Elementary,

put & small pilet project In & pmﬁgﬁfkb urn Elcmentary rommittes of the Chevy Cha

sehool f the community I8 P& chwe an area where residents| P-TA is sludying the feasibill
;‘;’l‘l}ﬁg’r l-l‘nl;l_l.;;:llgﬁdﬂ:ﬁ :gﬂg generally are sctive In liberal|?f bringing Disirict of Colu
mean  “sacrifice or undug [oaro and where frequently ;Td .:"tl:_:;h_-nls L in Januses
I:I'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂl:l‘l,g"' for Ay school. both parents ;|_'|1d children repart in Jonuary.

While Bannnsekburn's princi- march on pleket lines together. | = — j
pal, Margarci Jones, favors The Bannockhurn Sehoal 5
plan is the secomd to be dis

ihe plan, she sald yestorday
; cussed in (he County this yoar,
that anticipaled evergrowding fullowing talks by parents last,
_ 3

ihis [all from new cnrollménls
probably would rmake i im- :
possible to bring in extra stu- e
donts. With over 500 pupils
altonding  classes, Bannack-
hurn will necd an additiomal
teacher regardloss of whether
Washington studenis are on:



It Gets Slim Margin At
Heated Bethesda Meeting

[Rockville Bureau of The Sun])

Bethesda, Md., Nov. 29—At a
raucous, virtually uncontrolled
meeting here tonight, members
of the Bannockburn Citizens As-
sociation voted by a slim ma-
jority to accept the results of a
community poll that found 174
families opposed to and 64 in
favor, of a proposal to bus some
Negro youngsters from Wash-
ington to a local elementary
school.

The meeting, which was at-
tended by about 200 persons,
was held in the community
room of a Bethesda church and
was marked by catcalls at

speakers and at least one ex-|;
change blows between two wo- [

men.
84 Have Children

The 64-to-61 vote of confidence| -

in the poll came after about two
hours of bitter debate, during

which the poll’s integrity was| &

challenged because it was pre-
ceded by a letter from the
association president enclosing

an editorial opposing the plan| :

from a weekly newspaper.

It was also pointed out that, i

although the Bannockburn Ele-
mentary School, for which the
busing project was proposed,
has 512 pupils, only 84 of the
families in the citizens associa-
tion's area had children in the
school.

BUSING POLL
1S ACCEPTED

BRI SR T e ST

Itimore Sun
' 11/30/67

i\

A Generous Gesture
t It is a pity—and indeed something of a shame—

‘the proposal lo bus 20 to 30 Negro children from
zentral Washington to classes in the Bannockburn
Elementary School in Bethesda. The fate of the
proposal is to be determined by a secret ballot,
sonducted by mail, to be completed by tomor-
row. Every consideration of generosily and com-
mon humanity suggests approval.

The proposal has been carefully safeguarded
to avoid any undue hurden on the Bannockburn
school, any additional expense or any crowding
[ ils classrooms. In simple truth, nothing more
than a generous geslure is involved. Bannock-

a ceremonial dent in the problem of the Wash-
ington ghello schools. DBut the gesture would
nave significince nonetheless. 1t would say to
the people ‘of the ghetio that the more fortunate
people of the suburbs are not indifferent or in-
sensible to ghetlo needs. And it would afford
some insight, perhaps, into the impact of trans-
fers of public school pupils on a larger scale
across urbansuburban boundaries.

It might even be that it would poinl a way
‘oward a solulion—impossible within city limits—
of the blighting problem of racial segregation. It
is not inconceivable that such a solution would
work to the henefit and enrichment of education
for urban and suburban children alike. Only
fears and prejudices argue against the experi-
ment; courage and kindness speak for it.

that such a hullabaloo has been stirred up over |

burn's hospitality cannot of itsell make more than g

. For Busiﬂg

£ Of Students

By Clandia Levy
Washinglon Post Stal! Writer

Parents of children al Ban-
inuckhurn Elementary School
have voted by a strong major
g ily to request permission to
bus 20 to 30 Nezro children
from the District of Columbia
tn the Bethesda school,

In a 330 {o 188 scerct ballod
| vole counted Thursday night
the Parent-Teacher Associa
tion agreed to formally re
guest permission for the proj
cet from the Montgomery
Couniy PBoard of Education
and the County's school super
intendent.

The Board has sald in the

gipast that while it will not in.
_sediliate or finanes busing pro
grams, it would not oppose
these projects when under
teken by Indlvidual schools
with support of the parents.

pr
from the inner city would be
enrolled in the first three
grades at Bannockburn next
fall, All costs would be paid
by the Distriet, probably out
of funds given the District §*
under Title 1 or 11 of the Ele- &

mentary and Sccondary Edu-
cation Act,

..Final approval of any plans
fo hus children to the subur-
han school still would have to
come from the District Board
of Ecucation.

Bannockburn parents first
proposced the “open school”
plan last August, for which a
poll of P-TA members indi-
cated support. Preliminary ne-
gotiations were begun with of-
ficials of hoth school systems.

If approved, it would be the
first busing project in the
area, The P-TA at Chevy
Chase Elementary School, also
in Montgomery, talked about
busing Washington pupils last
spring, but the idea has been
under study by a group which
is to report next month,




»

AN
= LA SN

NER " Baltimore Sun Teacher Poll Taken
R , 7 Many of the teachers at the
Y : il ”"“' 12/6/67 Bannockburn school were pre
: ' 25 sent at tonight’s meeting, and
Mrs. Nettie Williams, a Ban-
nockburn fourth grade teacher.
inounced that a poll of her col-
leagues had found seven
favor and one opposed
Mrs aret Jones, the
school’s principal, and one of
the first Negro prinicpals of an
all-white school in Montgomery
county, has said she would sup
port the school program only if
' sizes were kept small
f the panelists, the prin
‘ipal of a white suburban Con-
1ecticut school which is p
icipating in Martford's bu
project, was asked bv a P.-T.A
member tonight: “What prob-
lems will our children face?"
The prinicpal answered
quickly, “I found that almost all
of the problems were in the
minds of the white parents be-
fore the first day of school.”
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Washington Pa

Bethesda Poll Rejects

Busing Plan

The Bannockburn Citizens
Association has polled resi-
dents of its Bethesda neigh-
borhood and found them op-
posed to a proposal to bus
Washington school children
to Bannockburn Elementary

School next fall,

In a letter to Montgomery
County Board of Education
President Lucy Keker, the
Association reports that 173
families reached by tele-
phone were against the pro-
posal, 67 favored it and 44
had no opinion.

Of the members contacied
who have children in the
school, 48 were opposed and
27 were in favor. The pro-
posal was approved over
whelmingly by volce vote of
about 400 parents at a meet.
:;g of the P-TA last Decem-

r.

The Bannockburn busing
program, which would in-
volve about 20 or 30 District
children, is being considered

by school boards of both ju-
risdictions.,

Washington Post

Baunockburn Poll

Your Feh, 14 issuc reported
thal a poll laken hy the Ban
nockiburn Cllizens Association
showed & majority of ils mem
hers apposed 1o the Bannock
harn Elementary School's pro-
posal o enroll 20 1o 30 Wash
inglan Negen childron in Ban
nnckburn aexl fall. Bocause o
whal vaur story did sl say, |
could he seriously misleading;
and as a member of the Cidl
zeng  Associalion amd of th
Bannockburn PTA  Execuliv
Board, T hopo you will give me
the appartunily 1o sel the mal
ter in ocontext,

Al the outsel il should be
pointed oul that the Cilizen
Associalion poll was taken al
most Lhree months  ago—dure
ing the week of Nov. 20
196T—and thal this was a
monlh prior to Lhe approval of
the busing proposal by Ban
nogckburn parents by a vale o
33 1o 183 In a sccrel ballo
conducied by mail. Moreover,
the Association™s membership
is but a small segment of the
Ineal communily. Despite iis
name, the Banmockburn Citi
won® Asgocialion is only one of
five pencral eivie organisas
lions within the Bannockburn
Srhonl district. Only a =mall
propariion of  §ls membors
have chlldren in the Bannoeck-
burn school—by its own epumnl,
B4 of the 25 families included
In its pall

The manner in which the
Cltizens' Assacialion poll was
eonducted, moseover, rather
clearly wvou shadowed lis re-
sults, The vole was laken by
phone  following  distribution
af an panounecment plased in
membors' mailiboxes o which
was altached & local County
nowspaper cditorial opposing
ihe busing proposal. The pro-
masal ilsoll was nowhere de-
seribed, bul the material did
conlaln acveral misleading ind
nuendes, The way the poll was
conducled o disturbed some
Agsneialion members (hal a
suhseguent memhership meel-
ing camo within two voiles of
refecling the resulls of he
poll as Invalid—ns The Wash-
fiegton Pogt reporled an MNowv.
a0,

Buhsequently, fhe P-TA dis.
iributed & thirleen-page analy-
sl of Lthe busing propasal in
Bannockhurn  parents,  and
held a three-hour P-TA mopt-
ing, administrators and  re-
senrch  specialisia  discussed
the propesal and  answered
queslions from the [oor. At
the end of the evening, e
mecting voled overwhelminzly
io submil the buslng proposal
fov & geerel vole of parent=s and
MTA members, The resull of
this haliol wns, as  aleeady
menfionsd, an almast 2-to-1 on-
darsement,

The husing proposal coniem-
plales dhe carollment of ho-
fwern 20 and 3 volunlerring
Tstriel children in the flest
threee clemeniory mrhnnl
grades, al no enst whalewer in
the County and  siebjeel 1o
Crounty classsize =iandords Tt
is @ small hul, lo some of us
impariant experiment, and a
L T s TR E S o [T k- E o 11
fereed iU In wour December 15§
cilitorial. We have had gener-
allv exeollont coverage (n voue
newspaper and are sure i1 will

covnlinue,
ROGER . KUHN
Rethesda




Md. P-TA Gets Busing Fund

The Banaockburn Elemen-
tary School Pareni-Teacher
Associatlon had ralsed
cnough money from provate
organizations lo finance a
program to bus 21 Washing-
lon youngsters 1o the Mont-
gomery County school at no
extra cost to the Distriot
school system.

The PTA sent {elepgrams
Saturday o House and Ben-
ate conferces who will meet
this week on the Distriet
revenue bill, urging them to
delete a rider dhat would
prevent the useof Distriet
appropriations for thebus-
Mg program,

PTA Presldent Jerry Frel-
bawm sald six private organ-
izations have guaranteedup
to $16500 eo the Distriet
will not have io pay more
than $800 per pupll. The av-
erage per pupil expenditure
in D.C, schools was §797 this
year.,

The House Distriet Com-
mittee attached the rider to
the bill, faying it was dis.
turbed by lhe cost of the

project.
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19 District Pupils Start Busing to buburbs Y

By Ellen Hoffman

Washington Post Slaff Writer

Nineteen District of Col-
umbia children descended
sedately from a bus yesler.
day morning and filed into
their new school in Be.
hesda.

Their 25-minute ride from
entral Washington to the
Bannockburn  Elementary

School inaugurated the first
experiment in busing school
children across the District
line.

They were among nearly
500,000 children who started
school yesterday In Wash-
ington suburbs. Schools in
the city and In Alexandria
open today.

Although Bannockburn is
an integrated school, a great
majorily of its students are
white., The group from the
city included 17 Negro chil-
dren, one white and one Ori.
ental.

Congressional crities—
who have opposecd busing to
achieve Integration—tried
to prevent the exchange by
prohibiting use of District

9/4/68
m -~

Meyer students were reportedly evaluated and handpicked for the Bannockburn busing program based on high academic standing.



funds for compulsory bus-
ing. The program, however,
is being financed out of the

District's allotment of Fed-
eral education funds and
foundation grants,

The 6- to 8-ycar-olds from
Meyer Elementary School at
11th and Clifton sts. nw,,

wil attend classes at Ban.
mockburn daily this aca-
demic year.

A total of 21 youngsters
from Meyer are expected to
participate. Yesterday mom-
ing the 19 lined up In the

principal’s office to receive
room assignments, and were
guided to their classes by
Bannockburn students. The
Meyer youngsters were div-
ided among seven Bannock-
burn classrooms.

Principals and parents
from both schools spoke in a
news conference yesterday

of their reasons for support-
ing the student exchange.
“Since we live together
« «« we should know each
other,” sald Sarah P. New-
ton, principal of Meyer. “We
feel we will have a much
better city and a much bet-

Sept. 3", 1968 - Bannockburn Principal Mrs. Jones greets
Meyer students as they arrive for their first day at BES.

The unidentified man might be Meyer’s Asst. Principal.

Bannockburn Principal
Margaret T. Jones said,
“This is a year of relevance.
If we are going to teach
children about man and his
world, we have to make it
relevant.”

The exchange was ap-
proved by the District and
Montgomery County school
boards for one year. A num-
ber of families from both
schools got acquainted last
month through meelings
and informal get-togethers,

Bannockburn families
have volunteered to serve as
hosts for children from the
District who stay after
school dor activities or who
encounter emengencies.




he J —Pho'o by Wellner Strmu:e
. Seco ule teacher Joy Littman looks over
By Harry Naltchayan-—-The Washington Po l"l’el‘ ‘t c"‘m resident Cecil Lerkins, 7, while

District children board bus for return to cily after first day of classes at Bethesda's Bannockburn Elementary. hawnee Heyn, also 7, looks on.




by Margaret Thomas—The Waakiingion Post
Francine Zucker of Bannockburn Elementary reads to first grade class, including pupils bused from the District.
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Errasanex

MORE FUN FACTS:

“Mrs. Zucker” taught 1st Grade at
Bannockburn from 1967 to 1990. As of
2023, she was 88 years old, sharp as a tack,
and still living in Bethesda!

Although efforts to reconnect with Meyer
students (Geraldine Faison and Sharon
Dawkins; both in the 3™ row) have proved
unsuccessful so far, 4 other Meyer students
reunited with their Bannockburn friends and
2" grade teacher “Miss Sheldon” in Fall
2025.

The girl in the red dress standing in front of
Mrs. Zucker, Marina Moehring Alman, still
lives in Bannockburn.

Jonathan Baron (seated in the 2" row, third
from the right), ran as a Democrat for
Governor of MD in 2022.

In the back row wearing the hideous striped
shirt is the creator of this slideshow who still
lives on Bannockburn Drive.
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Test at Bannockburn

‘A Human Experience
By Ellen Hoffman

Washingten Post Staff Writer
MORE THAN three months ago 21
hildren from Washington’s inner city
filed out of a school bus and looked
hyly at their new, suburban schoo!
and classmates The children—19 A\e
groes, one Oriental and one white —-
have made Lite reund trip to Bethesda's
Bannockburn Elementary School near

ly 100 Limes since September.
Oblivious to the social and lepal
ontroversy over theiwr attendance at
Bannockburn, the youngsters are all
doing well acadcmmallv and their Jt-
‘tendance rate is nearly 100 per cent
The youngsters were volunteered by
their parents to participate in what 18

% called the “Bannockburn experiment,”

sathe Washington area’s first program
of husing children from the inner ety

0 attend a suburban school.
Opponents of the Bannockburn pro
ram call it “social experimentation.”
Supporters call it “a very human

experience

Parents and teachers of the city and
suburban children believe they are all
earmng from their contact with one

’




The first through third graders Iine
in the inner city neighborhood around
Meyer Elementary School at 11th and
Chifton sts. nw. Meyer is a relatwvely
new school — »ix years old — but a
crowded one. In some cases two teach.
ers share a regular classroom to teach
40 youngsters.

Bannockburn, located in an upper
myddle class, forested arca ncar the
Potomac River, 1s overcrowded by
Montgomery County standards of 25
students per classroom. But the sprawl-
ing, welllighted building gives the
impression of preater space and chil-
dren have access to more books and
supplics than their city counterparts
at Meyer. ;

“It's a very human experience, The
kids are getting to know each other
as pcople,” believes Mrs. Charles
Rippey. She and her family serve as
he “host family” for first-grader
vatrina Mortis.

Kaimna and the Rippeys’ daughter are
in the same class and take ballet les-
sons together after school one day a
week. The Rippeys invite Katrina to
their home, and Mrs. Morris and Mrs.

ippey have attended Parent.Teacher
Assoclation meetings together.

].
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/ Another city student was ’hawh;.

. tmuhtp with arithmetie, according to
S0 m\“hm teacher, *'Then she woen eleclion as

‘\w ctlass Greasurer,” the teacher siod The

- Katnna's Iather Howard Mnn‘iﬁ.l";
says “she enjoys going out ihcre—shn‘-
seemsS to be liked.”

He thinks Katrina will recewve a..:', ST

-”m_h : Jab entatls counting muk money and
better education at Bannockburn thang 1 qw, ; ; athe number of children who get nulh
at Meyer: “There arc more fnmhllcﬂﬂ 5 “\;‘Qf very day. .
out Iﬂ;:.‘rt. al bcl.;cr library, movics, Bk S She went home and studied,” the
c¢tc.” he explaine ;

“leacher said, “and now she's i the
R mhighest  (most advanced) anthmelie

e U s oup
gl |t T 'Ml‘——""'""""'"'? Teachers said that the ity youny.
M e Slers came to school an the fall with
S e ARG et o about the same academue background
> : : e Cas ehildren who  attended Bannocok-

T burn last year, They did not require

o' any  special  attention or  remedial
s work, but fit in casily with therr elass.
mates' pace,

In contrast to the Bannockbuin
chuldren, the eily  youngsters com
from families with non-professional
! backgrounds. The bused children arc
probably highly motivated, since their
parents=volunteered to have them par-
ticipate in the experiment in the hope
that they would reccive a better
cdueation.

Julie Lanpguascea, a secomd  prade

e
Each bused child has a host family F”i ﬁ i h i

responsible for taking care of him mr_—n_«-’ B k.dmm_l
an emergency. In addition, some hostigy (‘QUNTY scHOOLS :

famulies have been inviing the ety
voungsiers to their homes Tor meals, e
rthday parties or Just 1o spemd an
alternoon playing,

“Everything has worked outl, The
children are now part of the Bannoch-
hurn commumty,” according to Betty U
Coleman, Mrs, Coleman, a resident of
the Mever neighborhood, is one of two &
mdes who ride the bus with the chil-
dren, assist Bannockburn teacher dur-
ing the day, and ride back Lo the city
with the chiltddren in the afternoon.

Calvin Butler, a third grader, talked
about his new school as he attacked a
Elﬂnﬁv?flmﬁh;t:i :;Lun;i‘:_ T:;: Qd?b:;l : teacher, says I Il:‘wt'n'l hadd any proh-
Bann'nr‘ithurn. he said, 15 *1 have 1o get lems, 11 they hadn't t‘nlﬁ me these chal
up so early” to ride the bus. As he dren were from D.C, I'd never have
hpﬂkﬂ'. his Elmnﬂlﬁ at ﬂ'lﬂ tame k"ﬂ“ n. !'\vl'll' ﬂll{t("l lh:‘l 1 hl"_\-' a1 e wan
ecagerly told a visitor: “Calvin is the

hest rennee 1 tha ¢lags " : s : See SCHOOL, Page I3, Column 1
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Progress Reported at Bannockhurn

Busing of D.C. PupilsStudied

By Ellen Hoffman
Washington Post Btaff Writer

Inner-city children bused to
Bannockburn Elementary
School in Montgomery County
made at least a normal year's
progress as measured by
achievement tests.

Asked If they would like to
continue their education at
Bannockburn next year, all 17
children in the Area's first
such attempt to foster interra-
cial understanding through
suburban and city schools said
they would, '

These are the major find-
ings of an evaluation of the
program conducted by Ban-
nockburn principal Margaret
T, Jones,

The Montgomery County
Board of Education plans to
 discuss the evaluation and ree-
ommendations from Washing
ton school officials before de-
ciding whether the experiment
can continue.
~ Started in September, 1968,
'the Bannockburn project in-

grades 1, 2 and 3 from

ash-
inglon’s Meyer Elementary
School in the Cardozo area to
daily classes at Bannockburn,

Survey, Test Scores

The evaluation conducted
by Mrs. Jones includes a sur-

were assigned to each Ban-
nockhurn classroom.

Mrs, Jones said that on the
basis
teacher interpretations
their performance last year,

vey of the youngsters’ atti-
tudes and the scores of tests
given to measure the 17 chil-
dren's achievement in arith.
metic, reading and language
skills, '

The city children were given
the same achievement test
they took a year ago in the
District.

All Bannockburn students,
including the Washington
youngsters, were given the
Iowa tests routinely glven:in
Montgomery = County, - but
these results are not available
yet, Mrs. Jones reports, how
ever, “there is mno evidenc
that the presence of the D.C
children has had an advers
effect on the academic
achlevement of the suburban
children.”

volves busing 17 children in

ress.”

Reading Lag

Although most of the stu-
dents tested close to or above
their grade level in skills like
vocabulary and spelling, the
majority lagged in reading.

Mrs. Jones explained that in
order to do well on the read-
ing test, a child must have
good comprehension. Washing-
ton school children commonly
read below their grade level
on national scales.

The number of children in
the experiment is too small to|
provide statistically signifid
cant conclusions from the test
seores, But Mrs. Jones says in

her report that “we see prog-
ress being made toward the|

7
rﬁm RPERRNRR 01 ¢

survey of the children's
of comparison with attitudes revealed that they =
of want to return to Bannock
Thirteer
the city children “have all youngsters reported that they ©
made at least a year's prog- like their Bannockburn tl‘.‘ﬂt!hi-

ers better than most teache
they have had and that the
teachers treat them “just like

burn in the fall.

all the other children.,”

In an attempt to make the

>

s

;
-

clty children feel at ease in i

new environment,

other ways. b

The Bannockburn - Parent:
Teacher: Assoclation has voted
to continue the program b
adding. children next year i
can  be found. . N
‘County funds have been used,
proposed tha
children now in the progra
be allowed to complete thei:
elementary education at Ban
decision:
will be made by the County

funds

‘The P.TA

nockburn, . These

Two or three city ehﬂern

Jﬂ‘r

m w:m of the expe-

and D.C. school hogrds.

Bannock
burn families have played hosf
to them and helped tliem in

Washington Post
5/24/69



Wasbmgton Post

Involvement Starts e | o Y | S ‘
In Kmdergarten RS |

By La e
Gwen Geigerwﬁmﬁgﬁgﬁn
aged motherly kindergarten
teacher, came to class yes-
terday with a black arm
band wrapped around the
sleeve of her green dress.
Two of her students, at
Bannockburn  Elementary —
School in Bethesda, also
wore black arm bands,"
pinned on by their mothers.
'“The other children asked
what it was about,” Mrs.

Geiger said, “And I told

them it was for peace.

They’re not too young to

begin to understand "
Bannockburn is in an

upper middle-class neigh-

borhood that prides itself on

its liberalism. Its activities

marking the moratorium . .

were among the most exten- |

sive for elementary schools = - e

in the area. -~ - ‘
Some of the sixth grade, = .

girls — age 11 — already : >

wear slacks and miniskirts e _ -

at Bannockburn. Yesterday : == -

there were blue peace but- -

tons on their blouses and_ = =~ o . - .

black arm bands on their| e ' o -

sleeves, g N« bpplan- S L ¥



Ao AT AR
A few of the boys wore Lulll b
peace medallions around
their necks. They said they
bought them on Saturday in
Georgetown, which they

reached by riding their bicy. ‘
eletsh nlo&lg the C & O canal — ,
path. On Tuesday, 74 fifth g% v e
and sixth graders signed an —-&i e 3 ‘ >
antiwar petition. Yesterday,! v

se;enl students came tu;é;._-?.-;*s;j_.
school with picket signs — = e
smaller than those carried |
by high school and college |
protesters, but carrying the |
same carefully-lettered mes- |
sage: PEACE, End the War |
Now,

The principal, Margaret
Jones, who wore a black
arm band herself, persuaded & * &
them not to picket, but B
when they returned to theirft0
sixth grade class, they re- [ 0
fused to join the other stu-|
dents in a science lesson|
and retreated behind a mov-§
able partition. £

- ‘ l‘r

i —

.- R 2o



Student Discussion | W\

Anthony Ian, the 28-vear-
old teacher, who also wore a
peace button, started a dis-
cussion about Vietnam that
lasted all day. Gradually the |
protesters joined in.

stiftnwead them Nicholas |}
von Hoffman's column in|
yesterday's editions of The
Washington Post. It said
that protests would force
the President to end the
war. The students discussed
what it meant.

In a f{ifth grade class,

ere was a ﬂehgte. B R
]'*I'I;t a:‘It}awI-:. onﬁ: hmi d; e ot = Mother’s View

clared. we pull ou > > e Sl aa ~.._‘_

Vietnam, we’ll lose, and o iy PN - Outside the school one

other countries will become ~ mother sald, “They all want

, L SIS e S S est, but they don’t
Communist. Do you want ™ ” — : - s s Y < R I xS ‘,»‘5;;" Emv.l:rmnf.rha't they're :rotest-
the United States to become| — _ | T T S A M-“w ing about.”
Communist too?” <y 3 : e - 4] think it's good for them
“What are we proving, - o - e s ';_*'_*,.':"; ~  to say ‘I'm not going to
oy e ST . B
onde hair replie we : A : - ’ e gy ¥ T 'lan remarke S
pull out, we*lldhavti I:ume-h - - . e e NG '\-;-,“'; ,,-;7,!:: _’.»‘-' , "-uf student urlt]']est isufllterirlg
thing else to do with our| LT O, N T et g, e down from the colleges to
own country instead of s “’,..j‘c: - e N N v DR e e i T S ~ the high schools to the jun-
using up all those people “ T «?ﬂ" r{.“:;-"“" vy e N e R - =3 s = {or highs and to us—I don't
over there.” B e e o s L W i T W o1t 1o isolate them.”
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By Jeannette Smyth

Those old Puritan legends
ahout the Pilgrims and lhe
Indians ‘have gotten short
shrift from Mel Blanken-
ship's  sixth-grade social
studies classes at Bannock-
burn Elementary Schuul in~
Bethesda,

The students are spcndmg
this year studying - what .
some believe to be the most
“rejevant” American social
problems of the 'T0s, Unit by
unil, the students siudy en-
vironmental pollution, pov-
erly, the population c'-.plo-,
sion and drugs.

Because there are no i'or-
mal texthooks and programe
of study in these areas,

Blankenship and his stu-
dents are learning in unu-
sual and innovative—and ap-

_ parently successful—ways,

Teacher Blankenship ox-
plains his problem with
sources: -“For our study of
, conlemporary social prob-
" lems, we began with nothing
and colleeted material from

‘every  conceivable source—

books, magazines, newspa-
pers, pamphlets, ete.”

Yesterday, the students
shared their knowledge and
observalions on the subjects
by performing  their own
skils for cach other and
reading essays they call “ed-
itorials.”

There's something in chil-

dren which is bred out of

Washington Post
2/5/70

1) and Neal Ross reod jrum the *Diary of « Drig Adier”
STUDIES, From CI

“That's none of vour busi-
ness.” '

. While most of the girls
chose to do skits, most of
the boys read -editorials.
They showed a sophisticated
grasp of pollution and popu-
lation statistics. One boy

Socinl shits nt Bunnoekburn: Elementarv: Lorry Delapluin [

told the group that 40 per

cent of the light in Chicago
iz reduced by smog. Ancther
said that each person in the
United States uses wvieari-
ously 30 million gallons of
water to make the products
that he uses,

Teacher Blankenship's ap-

proach is simply to present

the students with what ma-
terial he ean find. Then the
students draw their own
conclusions.

“An interesting incident,"
Blankenship recounts, “was
the students’ reaction to the
sight of hungry children
watching TV in dilapidated
shacks on what appeared (o

grownups., They're excru-
cialingly candid, and so sen-
sible that adulls who have
forgotten how to be sensible
laugh at such children, They
sponfed us yesterday.

One girl walks up to an-
other and says, “I'm a repre-
sentative of People Against
Pollution and 1I'd like your
contributions.”

Two other girls reply,
“Are you kidding? I don't
wanna pay extra taxes for
that. It's just a waste of
money."”

“But you must think of
the future citizens of Amer-
ica.”

“Aw phooey, By the time
it gets to be real bad, we'll
all be dead.”

be modern and expensive

television sets. ‘It is wrong,
they said. ‘Their parents

should not spend money for
TV sets when their children
are hungry'”

Feeling that this was too
narrow and Puritan a reac-
tion, Blankenship {ried to
scnsitize the children to the

‘Relevant’ Sixth-Grade Studies

A seeond skit has two
girls prelending to be house-

wives. They arc scated,
opening an elaborately pad-
locked medicine eabinet. It
was a play, they said, about
“how some people don’t
even know they're addicted”
{o drugs.

Housewife No. 1 gushes,
“Oh, I just love your new
1grecn dress! What size is
t?”

“I just took two of these,”
says Housewife No. 2, hand-
ing--her biddy-buddy some
pills, “and in one week I
was a size eight!”

“What size were you be-
fore?™

See STUDIES, C3, Col. 1

situation. “With some
groups,” he continues, “our
rather in-depth discussion of
high interest and easy eredit
. . « and the idea that TV of-
fered some relief and escape
from the misery of their
lives helped some of them to
gain an insight into human
behavior and the human

condition,”
ne of the boys summed

up in his editorial about the
Potomac River: “If it were
more clean,” he piped, “it
would be more fun.”
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Open Sch | Oie(;

Extension Approved

The Montgomery County board of education approved
vesterday a one-year continuation of the Bannockburn-
Meyer open school project under which up to 28 students
from the District of Columbia will attend Bannockburn
Elementary School this fall.

The project was begun in September, 1868. During the
past two years, according to board flgures, 21 students
previously enrolled in grades one through four at the
Agnes and Eugene Meyer Elementary School, 11th and
Clifton Streets NW, have been transported by bus to
Bannockburn in Bethesda, The project is funded by the

* District board of education with $49,200 in federal im-
. pact ald.

| When the District board of education approved the
Y continuation of the project on July 30, il asked that an
equivalent number of Montgomery County children be
transported to the District in the school year 1871-72.
The Montgomery board did not discuss the District's re-

S quest yoesterday.




By Lawrence Feinberg
Washington Post Btafl Writer

Su burb E lementa Sc hool F l nds When a group of parents at the Bannockburn Ele-

, mentary School first suggested that Negro children be

LB bused to their school from Washington, they wrote a
} report, reassuring their neighbors in Bethesda. S

“Opening Bannockburn to a handful of Washington =
children will in no way jeopardize the fine education our
children are receiving,” the report said, “but it is ex- ©
pected to make a significant impact on the achievement
level of the Negro child.”

The report was writlen in November, 1967. A month
later, the Bannockburn PTA voted to endorse the busing.
So did the Montgomery County school board, with the
stipulation that it would pay no money for the program.

The Washington school board approved it readily, and
in September, 1968, the first 21 children made the nine- |
mile bus ride to Bannockburn from the Eugene Meyer =
Elementary School at 11th and Clifton Streets NW,

Despile the apprehensions of the project organizers, & =
most of the whiles at Bannockburn seemed glad {o have
the newcomers.

Ironically, though, the Washington school board, with
a black majority, became more and more dubious about ™
the program.

On Wednesday, despile an appeal by board president
Anita Allen, the D.C. board voted 6 to 5 to cancel it.

Five of the Negroes on the board voted against the
busing program; three to continue it. Two of the whites” "
favored it; one was opposed, =

Aflter three years the pmgect—-now with 31 children— D
was still the area’s only program in which inner-city [
Negro students were being bused to a nearly-all white
suburban school.

D.C. board member Edward L. Hancock said he didn't £
' want it unless the busing was two-way, with whites from
Bannockburn being enrolled at Meyer, but the leaders
of the white Bethesda group had said their ‘children
| wouldn't go.

“That’s not equality,” Hancock said.

Whether the Cardozo children did better at Bannock-
% ! burn than they might have done in their neighborhood *

school was never shown,
~ When they arrived at Bannockburn most seemed bright
-~ and eager to learn. No systematic report on their pmg
« ress has been completed,

?T‘J F T R19. SV
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By Jim Mann
Washington Port Btal{l Writer

“If we want the people
\g'bnck, why can't we help?”
\*‘asked Laura Adler, a sixth
* grader at Bannockburn Ele-
“<mentary School. “Why can't
we raise the money?”

Bannockburn, a modern

brick school wlth spacious
1 /”ﬂ playground surrounded by
/ high trees in Montgomery
,Cnunty. unexpectedly found
T s |

At Bannockburn' ‘Can t We Help"’

itself without its *D.C. kids"
yesterday.

Bannockburn's new prinei-
pal, Naomi Plumer, an-
nounced to the faculty he-
fore the start of school that
the children from Eugene
Meyer Elementary would be
coming for one last day. But
it' was not to be: The D.C.
children went to Meyer ves-
terday.

They had not had time to
clcan out their desks at Ban-

-
e nros]

Washington Post
9/17/71

-
p
nockburn, say goodbye, ur_'
break the after-school dates.
arranged with Bannockburn |
students.

About 400 suburban chil
dren left at Bannockburn re-

acted with hope and opti-
mism, some of them refus:
ing to believe that the deci--
sion was final and searching -
instead for their own solu--
tions,

See Baunuckhum. C8, Lol 'I
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V4 ' annockburn, From C1
[ Bethesia M., @ . N Jcould they pay half and
/ . w§ pay hali?” asked Tim Si-
¢ DL lafd, a fifth grader.

0, a reporter explained,
District’s school board
sajd the problem was that
ntgomery County chil-
drpn would not go to Meyer.
‘Why don't we volunteer
toj go to Meyer?” suggested

grhder wearing a Bethesda-

Meyer Elementary School
evy Chase baseball T-

\\ 11th & Ciifton Sts. KW, [ ]
k\. rt, “I really woul!:ln't

mind going.” . .

Postpyut then, on reflection,
evin was not sure that he
anted to go to Meyer. “I
eard there is a lot of bad
tuff and I wouldn't want to
e beat up or anything” he
§aid. “1 don't think it's very
‘organized there.”
Kevin also was not sure
his father would approve.
‘He works in Washington,
and a lot of times he's been
__robbed,” Kevin said.

Another boy in the crowd
f sixth graders had a more
irect explanation: “Some
people,” he said, carefully
excluding himself, “don’t
want to be with all black
children”

At one point, a slender

hoy with neck-length hair,

O s VAT TR | .

Kg¢vin Wear, a stocky sixth |

striped bellbottoms and a
“smile” T-shirt, puffed his
chest and announced, “We
think it's rotten ... We are
going to have a protest to-
morrow in front of the
school.”

But one of his classmates

whispered to the reporter,
“He always says he’s going
. to do things he never does.”

Talking about the Meyer -

children, the Bannockburn

youths at first dwelt in such -
specifics as, “I liked Ceeil

Perkins.” .

Some said they liked all
the D.C. children; some said
they liked none; . most
agreed that some were good
and some bad. . o

There were some curious
characteristics, the sixth
graders reported: the D.C.
pupils didn't like being
wrong in elass, seemed
scared of dogs and couldn’t
swim well.

With the encouragement
of their parents, the Ban-
nockburn  children fre-
quently invited the Meyer
children into their homes
after school or overnight.
(Some “of the Bannockburn
parents were specifically as-
signed by the PTA {o enter-
tain a child from Meyer.)

Sometimes, a Meyer child

ingwoald Baniprokiberiy dhiid-
into the District. When
Clark Goodpaster visited
Malcolm Smith, in the Dis-
trict, he found, “He had
seven brothers and sisters
. .. There were tough guys
around there. One kid
pulled out a switchblade.
That's why D.C. kids were
tough, you gotta be or it'll
get to you.”

Mrs. Plumer said there are
now “about five or 10" re-
maining black students who
attend because they live in the|
area,

|
N s



' Bannockburn_busing

--no time for goodbys

' By DONNA McKEOWN She feels certain the board would okay the
boml grader Sa’};ﬂu Jacob doesn’t want t m the wm’mm County providiLess
inner s neighbomrhmn“nlz “They paid nothing. They were not even will-
e "hgiardi ing to give them lunch. We had to pay an aide

“I don’t think they ought to take the attitude

“No,” Sabrina said, adamantly shaking hei théy are so superior we ought to pay thru the

pigtails, “I'd rather be a Girl Scout at Ban pose for the privilege of sending 31 children to
nockburn.” their school,” she said.

:lannockhurn is a lnodern elementary “It doesn’t seem to fit — not when the goal
school, in the center of affluent Bethesda, and Is teaching equality and mutual respect.”
“ﬁlmllo away from home” for Sabrina an{ pyesPPOINTED
MRl o frieads. Mrs. Katherin Whitten, of 714 Fairmount-st
s""‘ gl il ornnockburt aw, found ok ot mideiche Sor domiiuoas e
S pareY : wyhuhll would no longer be taking the nine-

policy, pushed it and sold it to the
and Montgomery Coumyboamoted-:";""' Fide (o Bethesds, Degtenivg

, @ tiny band of Cardozo children have
be.hmedloBannockburthyodloolday ~ She and her husband, a porter for the AFL-
y night, the Bannockburn project CIOwnremahwointed. We were hopin
W she would this year.”

85 TO END IT o Altho dubious tephanb started !our
The children had started the school year at years ago, Mrs. went along.” St
, but the D.C. school board voted phanie, an above average student, did well.
6-5 to end it. The project was worthy, but the “It proved w » sald Mrs. Whitten.

— $58,000 for tuition — was too high, . :
said. In addition, integration should be a ka:dt&',‘?t only her, it helped the other

*“two way street — whites coming into the

. Imner<ity as well as blacks going out to the The kids got after school, called

suburbs, they said. each other on the and met for lunch.
Mrs. Mattie Taylor, one of the six board “!‘bekldsmmnymtnmedaromd

%5 members who voted against the Bannockburn (about it) than the parents,” Mrs. Whitten

explained the money could be put to M“lmn’sjumdthuﬂhlnzs
r use sending handicapped children — e > \
many of whom can't afford special training — ¢



NOT GIVING UP

Jerry Freibaum, engineer, Bannockburn {y
and chairman of the 5

ject, is not giving up on the Hem"

fedordmymn:fvaumm | %

It experiment in understanding that | &
'”mw-'-"Bm:henalmtwﬂl

come 10 or 15 yenntrom today in their atti-
tudes as adults,” he said.

There were hints of success.

“Oné boy from Cardozo moved to New Jer-'
sey two years ago. He came back here the
past two-summers s0 he could go to camp with
one of the boys at Bannockburn,” he said.

SLEEPING OVER

Some children took turns spending

the other homes, one night in :
next in the District- "“That shows the barriers

were breaking down, doesn’t it?” asked Mr.
Freibaum. : _




| Interview Outda.tédby Move

Hanging on a bulletin
hoard in the hall of the
Bannockburn Elementary
. School is a written inter-
view with Tawanna Quattle-
baum, a sixth grade student
who, until yesterday, was
bused to the Bannockburn
School. '

The interview was written
by Jenny Georgia, another
sixth grade student. It reads,
in part: ~

“Tawanna is an inner-city
black girt who is being
hused to Bannockburn in
the Busing Program. (She's
glad she is) |

“She is a thrifty, quiet,
hard-working girl and she
likes school . -.

“She is fairly keen on rel-
evant issues. She is against
the war and favors imme-
diate withdrawal. She op-

P . :

1 e

poses President Nixon's
views.

“T'awanna feels we should
help stop pollution by clean-
ing up, and encouraging
more people to ride bikes
. . . She has said that if
she had the chance, she
would not demonstrate.-

“She has brown skin, dark
brown eyes and black hair.
She's 11, was born in D.C.
and is 4 ft. 5 in”

.“/-._' I"~"" = . .‘_':A .
Wa\shi_ngton Post ' £ : ‘ e SN .

-~

- 9/17/71

>

oh - R Washiﬁgfon Déily Nevil'sc
-~ _ =4 - 917/71

- News Pholp by Wellner Streehs
‘|Former Bannockburn students Sabrina Jacob, Katrina Morris and}p
L Geraldine Fason on their first day back at Meyer.




MENU FOR SEPT MB.R 1971

WEDNESD \Y gHURQQAY
4 Salisbury steak

Hot Dog on 01l
F.F. Potatoes

Whipoed Fotatoes
B. Green Peas

N e s e S S

FRIDLY

—— L ————— — . — L ———

Pizzaburger
B. Green Beans
Aatermelon

Cole Slaw Peach Slices

Apple Criso French 3read ]

i ¢

8 9 Vi3

Tomato Juice Lesagna . Fishburger w/
: tartar sauce

Grilled Cheese
B, Yellow Sguash

Tossed Salad
Sl. Cantaloupe

Tator Tots

Carrot-Celery .ticks
Pineapnle Tidbits
Sugar Cockie

22
Beef-a-roni
Tossed 3Jalad
Orange/Grapefruit
French 3read

Tossed .alad
Fruit Jello
French Bread

1 Fruit Jello French Bread ! Cole 3law

: ' Purvle plums

| 15 2 16 Ay F
Sloppy Joe Spaghetti : Tuna Salad w/

tomato slices
Cole Slaw

B. Creen Peas
ipple Crisp
Buttered R0ll

£

Chicken & Gravy
Mashed Potatoes
B. Carrots
Raisin Bread

DAY

F.F. Potatoes
B. Succotash
Citrus Fruit Cup

m—"" X P RO, S e -
Hamburger on B

!

2L 0

Fish Fillet w/ \__~
tartar saucc

F.¥. Potatoes

B. opinach

B Cornbreggr

Oct. 1
Tomato-Rice Soup
Grilled Cheese
B. Mixed Veg.
Peach 5lices



C ourt« Rules
_Agamst D.C.
Pupil Busing
‘The U.S. Court of Appeals
here yesterday refused to re-

vive a school busing program
that allowed some Washington

children te attend’ the pre- §

dominantly -white Bannock-
burn Elementary School in
Montgomery. County.

The program, which in-
volved daily busing of about
30 children from: Meyer Ele-
mentary Schoo! at 11th and
Clifton Streets NW, was dis-

continued by the D.C. board af
education on Sept. 16. )
In denying a preliminary in-
junction against the D.C.
school board, a three-judge
panel found that the main rea-
son the school board ended
the pmgram was a “concern
that the Bannockburn arrange-
ment had not cultivated a

two-way educatmnat experi-

ence.”

White pupils from the sub-
urban school were not sent by
bus
black Meyer schﬁol

to the. predomlnanﬂy_

-

Washington Post e ' -

11/4/71 Yooz 3



The U.S. Court of Appeals’
yesterday decided to hold a“ *,.°
full hearing to reconsider a . it
three-judge panel’'s January *~ o
ruling upholding a law barring
the use of congressional funds,
to bus black school children
from the District to the Ban-
nockburn Elementary School
in Bethesda.

Judge Spottswood W. Robin-
son 111, angrily attacked two %' .
fellow judges gn that decision, -
claiming their decision would = °
“sound the death knell for all -~
similar (busing) arrange-
ments.” He said the voluntary
program ‘‘has represented the .
first and only step” toward
giving integrated education to vy
Dist'riet and Montgomery | -
children alike. '

The majority opinion, writ-.
ten by Judge George E. Mac- .
kinnon, held that the constitu-
tional questions raised by par
ents from both schools werel.
“insubstantial” and didn’t d
serve a full airing in court. |

A decision by the full courty
here could affect the natio . ,- : St
anti-busing issue in Congress. Sl A ‘ 2 ‘ : V3 e ' 5
according to lawyers for thefs k ' V7 N , A A AT : | \
plaintiffs. If the decision . ‘ ' . -
stands, they feel it may beff Jiass- s
'seen as a legal precedent fo ',,. @? ‘
Congress to put restrictions onfiiif Sk
the use of funds for busing. AR
date has not yet been set for
the review. AR

The experiment involved the SNec
busing of about 30 black child-[S8= :
ren from Meyer Elementary S SESGESE s
School to the predominantly| = 8=
white Bannockburn school.|
7. ¢ plan — which survived,
two full years of operation —

was approved in 198 by Dis-  Washington Daily News = T S ———
trict and Montgomery school 2fol73 A . 2 . t : O s e
officials. , : . e R e 0o - TN SRS - e,
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- “Origin of Bannockburn Elementary”

(excerpted from Bannockburn: The Story

of a Cooperative Community ( 1978)
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The Origin of
Bannockburn Elementary*

Although the county had purchased the school site from the Bannockburn co-op
in 1951, and the school board had included the school in its proposed 1953-54
budget, it was only because of the vigilance of Bannockburn area residents and
their organizations that the plans for the school were Finally realized.

Early in 1954 the school board withdrew its plans for the school because
the county manager and the county council had slashed the hoard's proposed bud-
get, forcing the board to set up a priority list. Available school census fig-
ures gave the board the false impression that the need for a school in the Ban-
nockburn area was less acute than in some other areas of the county.

When this disturbing news reached the community, Jack Tourin, president of
the Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA), Jeanne Goldman, chairman of the educa-
tion committee, and Joyce McDonald, education chairman of the Bannockburn(Heights
Citizens' Association, met with Montgomery County School Superintendent Dr.Forbes
Norris. His figures on expected school enrollment showed that other areas had
a more urgent need for schools than the Bannockburn area. At that time the Ban-
nockburn children were attending the Clara Barton Elementary School in Cabin
John, and the superintendent expected that the crowded conditions there would
be alleviated when the Brookmont School (under construction) was completed. He
assured the delegation that the Bannockburn school would be put back into the
budget when the need for it was demonstrated.

In the fall of 1954 BCA's new education committee (cochairmen Jeanne and
David Goldman, Irene Orkin, Milton Chase, Seymour Berlin, Melvin Brethouwer, and
Stacey Brooks) learned of two important developments: the imminent construction
of 135 homes on the Bannockburn tract and the overcrowding at Somerset Elemen-
tary School (near Kenwood). The committee decided to make a speedy survey of
potential school enroliment in Bannockburn and neighboring communities.

L S i

o) :

C@rﬁeror e

cormmunily 4
*Excerpted from an article
written by Bannockburners

Sidney Orkin and Stacey Brooks
in

Bannockburn: The Story of a o

Cooperative Community (1978) .’ * i
* &

»
.
< | '\‘\%

-\;*“Bén'ﬁockburn
" Elementary
School
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) Mrs. Colip, Clara Barton's principal, and Mrs. Bricker, Somerset's prin-
cipal, provided school census data; concerned parents conducted a door-to-door
nose-count of preschoolers; and various builders supplied figures on the number
of hguses they were planning to build in the area. This information gave the
committee a reasonably accurate picture of what the expected enrollment at
E]ara Barton and Somerset would be in September of 1955 and 1556. The com-
mittee took its preliminary findings to Dr. Norris, who was by then aware of

]0:31 developments and promised that the Bannockburn school would be included
in the school board's 1955-56 budget.

On behalf of the civic and Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) groups in the
Bannﬂckburn_area a letter was sent in December 1954 to Dr. Norris, presenting
a conservative analysis of the committee's findings on the school census and
the impact of residential construction on school enrclimsnt as of November
1954 (actual) and anticipated enrollment as of September 1955 and September
1956. The net result would be an excess of 100 pupils at Clara Barton and at
Somerset by September 1955 and 200 excess pupils the following fall. Somerset

was already using its auditorium, its stage, its library, and a hallway to ac-
commodate its pupils, and some were being transferred to the Radnor Elementary
School. Similar overcrowding was anticipated for Clara Barton by September 1555
and even worse conditions by September 1956.

Copies of the letter to Dr. Norris were sent to the schocl board members,
together with a covering letter informing them of the Superintendent's promise
and urging them to give priority consideration to the needs of the Bannockburn
area. This letter was signed by Jack Tourin, BCA president, the presidents of
the Bannockburn Heights and Fairway Hills citizens' associations, a representa-
tive of Country Club Village, and the mayor of Glen Echo.

At the March 1, 1955 meeting of the Clara Barton PTA, Dr. Maxwell A. Burdette,
director of research for the county schools, and school board members Helen Scharf
and Lathrop Smith spoke on school problems. Dr. Burdette's figures on the grow-
ing school population were considerably lower than those of our BCA education
committee, which were presented by Jeanne Goldman. As a result of this disclo-
sure, two things happened: (1) the education committee made a resurvey of the
homes under actual construction and confirmed its original figures; (2) a com-
mittee, consisting of Melwvin Brethouwer, Milton Chase, and Joyce McDonald, met
with Dr. Burdette, who, although sympathetic, said it was zoo late to change his
original report to Dr. Norris. He 2lso said that the committee's figures would
be taken into account in determining the size of the school.
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In April 1955 the schools committee of the Montgomery County Civic Federa-
tion voted to recommend deletion of the Bannockburn school from the budget. The
committee had based its decision on the school board's original Tow figures.
Sidney Orkin, our new BCA president, and Seymour Berlin, our new education com-
mittee chairman, supplied updated and more realistic figures, and the committee
changed its vote in our favor.

The June 1955 issue of the Bannockburn Newsletter carried a special two-
page 5.0.S. (Save Our School) message from Sidney Orkin and Seymour Berlin,
urging residents to write to county council members and the press and to attend
the council's budget hearing on June 10. Many Bannockburners attended the hear-
ing at the Richard Montgomery Junior High School gym in Rockville. Those who
stayed long enough heard Seymour Berlin speak (after midnight) on behalf of the
various local civic groups. Edward Wenk, Jr., representing local PTAs, was called
upon to speak at 1:05 a.m. The county council also received a flood of letters
from this area.

A1l these concerted efforts finally brought victory, and the council ap-
proved the Bannockburn school appropriation in the 1955-56 budget. ©But then
there was still another setback. The engineering problems presented by the
hilly and rocky schoal site caused Dr. Norris to start looking for an alter- A
nate site. One difficulty was the necessity of pumping water up to the school; - f‘~
the other was building a driveway on the steep grade from the street to the ’ L~ -

] P X

w.:),""slv Wy« '
. -
3annockburn

. Early in September Dr. Norris infarmed us that the school would finally be o
built on the Bannockburn site. At about this time another crisis arose when the ' ' -
superintendent's plans were presented to the school board for approval. Two e entary
board members questioned the desirability of going ahead with the Bannockburn '

school when other areas appeared to have a greater need. But Orkin, Berlin, and

Wenk were there and persuaded them that our information on anticipated enrollment SChOO'
was reliable and realistic and so convinced them to support the construction of '
the Bannockburn school.

school. So again Orkin and 2erlin conferred with Dr. Norris and obtained his as-
surance that every effort would be made to overcome the engineering problems.



In December 1955 it was expected that the school would open early in 1957.
But in January 1957 the news was that the site difficulties would delay the open-
ing until the fall.

Toward the end of 1956, while the school was under construction, the prob-
lem of districting arose. The BCA board went on record as opposing any plan
that would separate the children of our community by sending them to different
schools. A committee was appointed to present our views to school board offi-
cials.

On September 5, 1957 the long-awaited Bannockburn Elementary School became
a reality, with 8 classrooms and an all-purpose room for 270 pupils and 10 teach-
ers. Its first principal was Alexander Gottesman, who had been teaching at Brad-
ley Elementary School.

As our projections of enroliment had indicated, the school was overcrowded
at the time it opened, and it was necessary to use the all-purpose room (includ-
ing the stage) for classroom space.

The superintendent was aware of the overcrowding and had already requested
funds to build an addition of six classrooms and a kitchean. This was completed
in the spring of 1963.

Sidney Orkin and Stacey Brooks
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