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 The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) is 
proud to announce that the new 2022 Bannockburn 
Community Directory is being printed and will be 
distributed to current BCA members in October. 
The BCA publishes the directory every three years. 
The 2022 directory is chock full of updated infor-
mation including cross-referenced alpha listings, 
street listings, three pullout maps, and a history of 
Bannockburn.
 Those who want but did not receive a directory in 
October can renew their BCA membership or check 
their BCA membership status at bannockburncom-
munity.org. Send your PayPal receipt to bcaboard@
bannockburncommunity.org and we will arrange to 
get you a directory.
 Thanks to all the volunteers and block coordina-
tors who took the time to verify their neighbor’s 
contact information, particularly David Hecht of 
Kenhowe Drive who volunteered, with his daugh-
ter Elizabeth, to go door-to-door on Elgin Lane 

where we had 
incomplete 
information. 
Special thanks to 
Beth Rogers, the 
BCA newcom-
ers’ greeter, for 
maintaining the 
directory data 
base on a regu-
lar basis. If you 
see corrections 
that need to be 
made, please 
contact Beth at 
bethmrogers@
earthlink.net.

 We thank our local businesses for supporting the 
community by taking out ads to subsidize directory 
production. Please make an effort to patronize these 
local businesses.

Zangwill, of Brigadoon Drive, is President of the 
BCA.

2022 Bannockburn Directory Coming Soon
By Mike Zangwill 

Front cover of the 2022 Bannockburn Community 
Directory.

Volunteers David and Elizabeth 
Hecht of Kenhowe Drive.

Bannockburn Community

Established

Directory

mailto:bannockburncommunity.org?subject=
mailto:bannockburncommunity.org?subject=
mailto:bcaboard@bannockburncommunity.org
mailto:bcaboard@bannockburncommunity.org
mailto:bethmrogers%40earthlink.net.%20?subject=
mailto:bethmrogers%40earthlink.net.%20?subject=


Back 9Back 9TheThe BANNOCKBURN BANNOCKBURN October 2022October 2022

2

Back 9 Production Team
Beth Rogers – Writer/Editor
Mike Zangwill – Design/Layout

Back 9 Contributors
Anne Quinlan
John Stodola
Mike Zangwill

The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) has 
published our neighborhood’s newsletter since 1953. 
The Back9 is published monthly September through 
June and currently reaches almost 700 households. To 
make sure you receive a copy of this newsletter, visit 
http://bannockburncommunity.org/newsletter/.

Interested in submitting an article or running an 
advertisement? Please email bannockburnback9@
gmail.com. 

The opinions presented in The Back9 are the 
authors’ own. The BCA Board neither verifies nor 
endorses the contents of this community newsletter. 
While the editors make every effort to ensure pub-
lished dates, times, and other information are correct 
and current, errors may occur; the editorial staff, 
authors, and the BCA Board are not liable for any 
damages that may result from readers’ reliance on the 
information published in good faith herein.

BCA Leadership 2021-2022
Mike Zangwill, President
Elizabeth Kellar, Vice President
Steven Solomon, Treasurer
Patty Howie, Historian
Tanya Sisler, Ombudswoman
Ana Rasmussen, Environment
Anne Quinlan, Secretary
Beth Rogers, Newcomers’ Greeter
At Large: Nancy Roche, Randall Ingate, Nancy 
Forden, Laura Chavez, Brian Moore, Rachel Stender, 
Ross Hurt

Mark Your Calendar*

Sat 10/15 – 9 AM-1 PM. Repurposed Halloween 
Costume Sale. Why buy new? Come to the Club-
house and exchange or sell your kids’ Halloween 
costumes. 

*Clubhouse events in bold.

Office: +1.301.907.7600    
Long & Foster Bethesda Gateway  
4650 East West Highway   
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

CAROL STRASFELD
REALTOR® Licensed in MD & DC     The 
The DC Team at Long & Foster, Inc. 
Lic. #SP93396 (DC)

Mobile: +1.301.806.8871   
Email: Carol.Strasfeld@LNF.com  
Website: theDCteam.com

Bannockburn Cooperators, Inc.
Board Members 2022-2023
Juliette Searight, President
Ava Hillman, Vice President
Tom Holzman, Secretary/Treasurer
At Large: Patty Howie, Margie Gustafson, Ana Ras-
mussen, Nicolette Romano

 BCI owns the Clubhouse and adjoining property as 
well as the two properties in the Valley. BCI has an 
agreement with BCC (Bannockburn Community Club) 
to manage the Clubhouse property. It also cooper-
ates with BCC, BCA, and NAN. 
 BCI has shareholders. Residents become share-
holders of BCI either by transfer from the previous 
owner of their house or by paying a one-time $10 
fee. Shareholders can participate in major decisions 
regarding BCI property. If you have received a notice 
of eligibility or would like to check your shareholder 
status, please contact Patty Howie, pbhowie@veri-
zon.net.

http://bannockburncommunity.org/newsletter/
http://bannockburncommunity.org/newsletter/
mailto:BannockburnBack9%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:BannockburnBack9%40gmail.com?subject=
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with Live Jazz

Kids activities, movie, jazz, 
Sat, Nov 26, 3 PM

FNAR
Open mic fi rst half
Professional second half
Bar and bites

Friday Nights 
at Redeemer



Back 9Back 9TheThe BANNOCKBURN BANNOCKBURN October 2022October 2022

4

The Barber of Westbard Square 
By John Stodola

In 1974, a girl was born in Vietnam. It was one 
year before the end of the war and times were very 
difficult. She had eight brothers and sisters, but 
only five survived.  

Seeking a better life, she emigrated to the 
United States. With poor English language skills, 
she had very little chance of advancement. But she 
persevered and found a job with District Photo. 
When she and others were laid off from that 
company, a friend suggested barber college. She 
completed the school and started working part 
time at the Westwood Barber Shop at Westbard 
Square in 2003.

Now, Phung Dinh is the owner of the Westwood 
Barber Shop and is happily married with two 
children.

Phung will tell you that she is “lucky.” She is only 
lucky in that her hard work, perseverance, and care 
for her customers have made her lucky. You cannot 
help but like Phung when you enter her barbershop 
and she greets you with a happy “Hello!” You are 
instantly drawn to her positive attitude and smile. 

The Westwood Barber Shop is a throwback to 
barber shops of the 1950s. It is old but functional, 
creaky but warm, and it has an ancient wall mural of 
Italian barbers. Generations of people in Bethesda 
have frequented this shop, including my son and 
me.

The shop was first owned 
by a man named Frazier who 
later sold it to Dominic Santini 
who, with his brothers Nick 
and Joe, cut hair for decades. 
When Santini decided to 
retire, there were not many 
offers. He knew he wanted to 
sell to Phung. With Santini’s 
help, Phung learned to be a 
businesswoman and not just a 
barber. Today, she has four full 
time barbers and one part-
time barber. All have been 
with her for years.

Phung’s warmth has 
benefits. When the pandemic 
hit, many customers helped 
with advice and donations 
of PPE. A nearly bald man 

started coming in every two 
weeks instead of once a month, just to give her 
business.  

Phung’s strength is her religion. She is Roman 
Catholic and goes to mass every morning at St. 
Jude’s church before coming to work. She prays 
for her customers. Once a month, she has a mass 
said for them. She gives thanks every day for her 
blessings.

There is a new day coming for the Westwood 
Barber Shop. The old shops of Westbard Square 
are being torn down and new shops are being built. 
Phung’s shop will move to a new location near the 

GLEN ECHO EXXON
6729 Goldsboro Road Bethesda MD 20817
AUTO CARE SERVICE CENTER

301 229-8666

Phung Dinh is the owner of the Westwood Barber Shop.

Continued on page 5
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Westbard Avenue entrance to the Kenwood Place 
condominiums behind the new buildings. She 
hopes that she will get a space that is not too big. 
She worries that the parking may be difficult for her 
elderly customers.  

Phung has wonderful plans for the barber shop. 
It will continue to be a family barber shop, not a 
fancy salon, where people of all ages can get their 
hair cut. The mural on the wall will be recreated, and 
photos of Santini and Frazier will be displayed.   

Until then, times are difficult for all the shops 
in Westbard Square. The construction and road 
closings have cut Phung’s business by 30%. I have 
been a customer of this barber shop for years and 
continue to support it. I love coming into her shop 
and hearing “Hello Mr. John!” This is not marketing 
you learn from a book. This is truly caring for your 
customers.

Phung’s oldest customer is 101 years old. I hope 
to meet him one day.

As I sat outside of Phung’s shop interviewing 
her for this article, several families passed and said 
“hello.” They were all happy to see her, especially 
the children.

Yes, Phung is “lucky.” And Bethesda is lucky to 
have her.

Stodola lives on Elgin Lane.

For every home I sell in the Bannockburn neighborhood, I donate 
$250 to the Bannockburn Clubhouse Renovation Fund.

Dinh with a happy customer.

Barber from page 4
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New in the Neighborhood
By Beth Rogers

Hamid Mohtadi and Sarah Zarrin moved into 
7125 Braeburn Place in late July. The couple had 
lived in Edina, MN, where Zarrin, a scientist with a 
degree in physical chemistry, works for Medtronic, 
the world’s largest medical device company, and 
Mohtadi was working as a professor of economics 
at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, commut-
ing back and forth. 

Hamid, who is on sabbatical, had been eyeing 
retirement and new places to live. He explained, 
“Our daughter used to live in the area in the Crest-
wood neighborhood of DC. I went to Columbia 
University and always liked the East Coast. It feels 
more European here.” Sarah can work remotely so 
the couple mulled over three cities they might want 
to live – Boston, New York, or Washington – and 
then decided that Washington checked all their 
boxes in terms of culture and proximity to nature. 

Hamid and Sarah are both originally from Iran, 
but met each other at a party when Hamid was a 
visiting professor at the University of Denver and 
Sarah was attending Colorado State. 

They both enjoy biking and Hamid says he is go-
ing to miss Minnesota’s cross-country skiing. They 
are also avid travelers. 

Sarah is passionate about the environment and 
served as president of Edina’s Energy and Environ-
ment Commission, an advisory board to the City 
Council, trying to bring awareness to how solid 
waste impacts the environment. She helped push 
forward business recycling and composting in that 
town. She also instituted a composting program 
at Seagate Technology, where she worked prior to 
Medtronic.

Hamid is currently working with a think tank, the 
International Food Policy Research Institute.

Their daughter who lived in DC is now in New 
York City. Another daughter lives in California. 

Sukhrob Karimov and Purnur Ilolova moved 
to 6303 Bannockburn Drive from Bloomington, IN. 
The couple had come to Indiana from Dushanbe, 
Tajikistan, to study at Indiana University, and then 
stayed to work. Over the years Purnur has done a 
lot of development work, helping to manage State 
Department-administered exchange programs that 
bring students from Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa, 
such as the Mandela Washington Fellowship, initiat-

ed by Barack Obama, 
and the On-Demand 
Youth Leadership 
Program, run by the 
State Department’s 
Bureau of Educa-
tional and Cultural 
Affairs.

Purnur says of the 
Mandela Washington 
Fellowship, which is 
part of the State De-
partment’s Young African Leaders Initiative: “What 
Obama did was have a goal of bringing 1000 
fellows to the US to about 40 institutions, includ-
ing Indiana University. He strategically brought 
them to smaller towns before introducing them to 
larger cities.”

The couple transferred to Bethesda where 
Purnur now works as the senior program officer 
for Europe and Eurasia at Freedom House. As 
she explains, Freedom House was established by 
Eleanor Roosevelt in 1941 to defend democracy 
worldwide and has focused on rating countries 
based on their human rights records. Every year it 
releases a major paper, “Freedom in the World,” 
which assesses 195 countries and 15 territories 
on such things as their rule of law and electoral 
processes, as well as other annual reports such as 
“Freedom on the Net.”

Sukhrob (pronounced “Surob”) had been work-
ing with Indiana University in IT developing mobile 
applications and building tools to help support 
the university’s online education. Now he is work-
ing remotely for Providence Technology Solutions, 
a Florida-based human capital management tech-
nology firm, which supports businesses as they 
grow through data migration and conversion.

The family, which includes sons Karim, 16, who 
is going to Whitman High School, and Rahim, 10, 
who is going to Bannockburn Elementary School, 
a friendly beagle named Lulu, and a cat, will be 
adding a new baby, a third son, this September. 
They have been renting the Bannockburn Drive 
house since July but have already determined that 
they would like to live in Bannockburn permanent-
ly. 

Continued on page 7



Back 9Back 9TheThe BANNOCKBURN BANNOCKBURN October 2022October 2022

7

Sukhrob explains, “The more we get to know the 
area the more we feel like it’s the right place.” He 
adds that Bloomington, as a college town, always 
has a cohort of people churning through it and leav-
ing when they matriculate. Bannockburn feels more 
established to him. 

Purnur marvels, “The little shopping center at 
Glen Echo has everything we need – a pharmacy, 
an urgent care center, a yoga studio. I can send my 
kids to the 7-Eleven if we run out of eggs.” She also 
notes that she is “obsessed” with the Bannockburn 
Pool. A self-described morning person, she enjoyed 
carving out time at 6:30 for its early bird swims. 

Diana and Ben Newhart are the new owners of 
6622 Braeburn Parkway. The family, who had been 
living in Alameda, CA, has moved eight times in the 
past 13 years and are looking to put down perma-
nent roots in the Washington area. Ben, who grad-
uated from the US Naval Academy, notes, “They 
say, ‘join the Navy and see the world’ and I took 
advantage of it.” Prior engagements included Ja-
pan; Naples, Italy; and Toulon, France. He is now in 
legislative affairs and works from the Russell Senate 
Office Building. 

Ben grew up in Bel Air, MD, and he is happy to be 
back near his parents and sister who now live in the 
Annapolis area. Diana, whose father was in banking, 
has long been accustomed to a peripatetic lifestyle. 
She has lived around the world, including the Phil-
ippines and Mexico City. She’s hard pressed to call 
anyplace home, but the closest would be San Anto-
nio, TX.

The Newharts lived in Washington when they got 
married and their oldest child, John, was born at 
the Bethesda Naval Hospital. Ben says, “We had a 
long talk. I am looking at retiring and always thought 
that DC was the right fit.” They laud the area for its 
culture, its mix of people from all over the globe, 
and great job opportunities. It was a good move for 
Diana, who works in public health, who has a new 
job with US Pharmacopeia. 

Besides John, who is now 13, there is Luke, 11, 
Samantha, 10, and Adam, 7. All the Newhart chil-
dren will be attending either Pyle Middle School or 
Bannockburn Elementary School. Ben notes that the 
kids have been adjusting pretty well to the latest 
move. “They’re resilient,” he says. “Although the 
older ones are more excited about not having to 
move again.”

Diana adds, “We’ve had a cool life and we’ve lived 
in a lot of different places. Hopefully they’ll remem-
ber some of it.”

The family moved into the house in July, buying it 
sight unseen. They picked up a late summer mem-
bership at the Bannockburn Pool and found that 
a great way, says Diana, to get plugged into the 
community.

Ben says, “We’re happy to be here. We predict 
we’ll stay here at least until Adam graduates.” 
Diana, who is a fan of older houses (theirs dates to 
1941), says she was looking for a neighborhood that 
is well established and found it in Bannockburn.

Do you know anyone who has recently moved to 
Bannockburn? Please reach out to Beth Rogers, Ban-
nockburn’s newcomers’ greeter, at bethmrogers@
earthlink.net, and she will make sure they are official-
ly welcomed.

Newcomers from page 6

Bannockburn Community Club (BCC)
The BCC is the 501(c)(3) organization that man-

ages the clubhouse and grounds on behalf of the 
BCI. As a result of this designation, any donations 
to BCC are tax deductible to the full extent allow-
able by law. 

BCC promotes, supports, and sponsors educa-
tional and cultural activities at the Bannockburn 
Community Clubhouse, including a not-for-profit 
nursery school, a children’s summer camp, theater 
(including the Spring Show), art, music, dance, fo-
rums, lectures, and discussion groups. 
Membership:
Area residents, former area residents, and friends 
of Bannockburn.
Annual Dues: 
Set by elected Board of Directors (currently $250 
for sponsors, $50 for families and $35 for single 
heads of households).
President: Susan Wexler
Vice President: Terri Payne
Treasurer: Greg Sherrard 
 
Contact: contact-bcc@bannockburncommunity.org

mailto:bethmrogers%40earthlink.net?subject=
mailto:bethmrogers%40earthlink.net?subject=
mailto:contact-bcc%40bannockburncommunity.org?subject=
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The first meeting of the Bannockburn Civic As-
sociation (BCA) for 2022-23 was called to order at 
8:07 PM. In attendance were Mike Zangwill, Beth 
Rogers, Patty Howie, Anne Quinlan, Tanya Sisler, 
Beth Kellar, Nancy Roche, Ana Rasmussen, Ross 
Hurt, and Randall Ingate.

BCA Board President Mike Zangwill distributed a 
proof of the 2022 Bannockburn Community Direc-
tory for the Board to review. Advertising revenue 
covered an anticipated 85% of the cost of produc-
tion so far. Directories will be distributed in Octo-
ber to current members of the BCA. (See article on 
page 1 for more details.)

BCA Board Historian Patty Howie gave a review 
of the events planned for the Bannockburn Com-

BCA Board Meeting, August 30th

By Anne Quinlan, BCA Board Secretary

munity’s 75th  Anniversary. She noted that American 
University will be opening up its archives during 
the event.

Beth Rogers mentioned that the Bannockburn 
sign at the bottom of Bannockburn Drive needs to 
be replaced and relandscaped.

Vice President Elizabeth Kellar, who also serves 
on the Western Montgomery County Citizens Ad-
visory Board (WMCCAB), discussed several issues 
they are working on. One was the Quiet Skies. The 
flights to/from Reagan National Airport seem to 
be dispersed more in recent weeks. There is also 
a Pedestrian Master Plan that was recently issued. 
WMCCAB is also dealing with the opioid crisis.

 The meeting adjourned at 9:06 PM. 

Bannockburn in Action
Founders’ Day 75th Anniversary Celebration 
and Music Festival, September 23-25

Photos by Elizabeth Kellar, Terri Payne, Lisa L., N
ancy Forden, and H

enriette Rahusen

Continued on page 9
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Founders’ Day continued from page 8
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