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Bannockburn’s 75th Anniversary and Music Fes-
tival had something for everyone. Against a back-
drop of incredible weather the weekend of Sep-
tember 23rd,  neighbors gathered to reconnect and 
celebrate.

Foodies could enjoy delicious appetizers from 
Praline Café and a highly-curated wine and beer 
selection at Friday’s happy hour. There were tasty 
options on Saturday with good trucks that included 
Fly Pizza, DMV Empanadas, Asian fusion Sang-on-
Wheels, and Clay Boys shaved ice.

Social butterflies had a chance to meet many of 
the newcomers who have moved here these past 
three year. We had a chance to drag these unsus-
pecting newbies up on stage and subject them to 
at least some of the embarrassment we traditionally 
dole out at our Newcomers’ Dinner. There were 
reunions of old friends from near and far.

History buffs heard from our Bannockburn alumni 
about the founding of our neighborhood and the 
many people who made that happen. These found-
ers and their families did impressive work both pro-
fessionally and individually – many of our founders 
worked for social justice, particularly around civil 
rights and the desegregation of Glen Echo Park.

Kids got to be kids! Their faces were painted, 
they did crafts, built with Legos, played corn hole 

and ran around freely. They also had a chance to be 
entertained by the Great Zucchini.

Neighborhood bands expanded their fan clubs and 
certainly collected more groupies. We were all rock-
ing and dancing to their tunes.

Cookie monsters were offered a head-spin-
ning sampling of baked goods prepared by flow-
er crowned lassies and lads. On Sunday, all those 
calories could be worked off at a free fitness boot 
camp. 

Lovers of Bannockburn, as a place and as a state 
of mind, had a chance to be reminded about who we 
are and what we can achieve as a community. Our 
cadre of volunteers was testament to that spirit.

Bannockburn is indeed a special place. Let’s all 
keep it that way for the decades to come.

Wexler (at right), of East 
Halbert Road, is President 
of the Bannockburn Com-
munity Club.

One for the Books!! 
By Susan Wexler

Bannockburn’s 75th Anniversary group photo.
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Back 9 Production Team
Beth Rogers – Writer/Editor
Mike Zangwill – Design/Layout

Back 9 Contributors
Anne Quinlan
Susan Wexler
Mike Zangwill

The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) has 
published our neighborhood’s newsletter since 1953. 
The Back9 is published monthly September through 
June and currently reaches almost 700 households. To 
make sure you receive a copy of this newsletter, visit 
http://bannockburncommunity.org/newsletter/.

Interested in submitting an article or running an 
advertisement? Please email bannockburnback9@
gmail.com. 

The opinions presented in The Back9 are the 
authors’ own. The BCA Board neither verifies nor 
endorses the contents of this community newsletter. 
While the editors make every effort to ensure pub-
lished dates, times, and other information are correct 
and current, errors may occur; the editorial staff, 
authors, and the BCA Board are not liable for any 
damages that may result from readers’ reliance on the 
information published in good faith herein.

BCA Leadership 2021-2022
Mike Zangwill, President
Elizabeth Kellar, Vice President
Steven Solomon, Treasurer
Patty Howie, Historian
Tanya Sisler, Ombudswoman
Ana Rasmussen, Environment
Anne Quinlan, Secretary
Beth Rogers, Newcomers’ Greeter
At Large: Nancy Roche, Randall Ingate, Nancy 
Forden, Laura Chavez, Brian Moore, Rachel Stender, 
Ross Hurt

Mark Your Calendar*

Sun 11/6 2-4 PM. The Ten Warning Signs of Alz-
heimer’s. Do you know how to distinguish the 
difference between normal aging and Alzheimer’s 
disease? A representative from the Alzheimer’s 
Association will be speaking about those differ-
ences and the importance of early detection, as 
well as providing information about resources and 
additional educational programs. If you have any 
questions, please contact JoAnn Krecke at dan-
djkrecke@verizon.net.

Sat 12/3 5-6 PM. Holiday Tree Lighting in the Valley.
Whether you call it a Christmas tree, a Hanukkah 
bush, or simply the tall evergreen tree that it is, 
come on down to the Bannockburn Valley and join 
your neighbors to witness the lighting of this 75’ 
holiday tree. Bring flashlights and beverages, and 
dress for warmth. There will be a small bonfire (con-
ditions permitting) for roasting marshmallows, with 
all the ingredients for making s’mores compliments 
of Braeburn Place neighbors Jefferson and Cathy 
Arrington. 

*Clubhouse events in bold.

Office: +1.301.907.7600    
Long & Foster Bethesda Gateway  
4650 East West Highway   
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

CAROL STRASFELD
REALTOR® Licensed in MD & DC     The 
The DC Team at Long & Foster, Inc. 
Lic. #SP93396 (DC)

Mobile: +1.301.806.8871   
Email: Carol.Strasfeld@LNF.com  
Website: theDCteam.com

http://bannockburncommunity.org/newsletter/
http://bannockburncommunity.org/newsletter/
mailto:BannockburnBack9%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:BannockburnBack9%40gmail.com?subject=


Charlie Brown Thanksgiving Family Event 
with Live Jazz

Kids activities, movie, jazz, 
Sat, Nov 26, 3 PM

FNAR
Open mic fi rst half
Professional second half
Bar and bites

Friday Nights 
at Redeemer
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GLEN ECHO EXXON
6729 Goldsboro Road Bethesda MD 20817
AUTO CARE SERVICE CENTER

301 229-8666

The meeting of the Bannockburn Civic Asso-
ciation (BCA) was called to order at 7:36pm. In 
attendance were Mike Zangwill, Beth Rogers, 
Patty Howie, Anne Quinlan, Steven Solomon, 
Elizabeth Kellar, Randall Ingate, Nancy Roche, 
Nancy Forden, Rachel Stender, and Brian Moore.

In early October the Montgomery County 
Council voted 4-5 to approve River Road as a 
Growth Corridor in the Thrive 2050 plan. Four 
councilmembers – Albornoz, Friedson, Katz, and 
Rice – voted to remove River Road as a growth 
corridor, while the other five – Glass, Hucker, 
Jawando, Navarro, and Riemer – voted to keep 
it in. The final vote on the Thrive 2050 plan is 
expected on October 25th.   

The BCA joined with other local organizations 
and submitted a letter to the Council explaining 
that River Road does not share the same charac-
teristics as other growth corridors. Although our 
area is highly sought after, we lack good public 
transit and rank abysmally low on walkability and 
bicycle safety. Any increased density along River 
Road would only result in more cars clogging this 
road. The BCA Board voted to be included in a 
letter thanking the councilmembers who sup-
ported us and voted against the motion and to 
also be included in a letter going to the coun-
cilmembers who voted against our request. We 
will reiterate again why we don’t agree with the 
designation of River Road as a growth corridor. 

Patty Howie briefed the board on the success 
of Bannockburn’s 75th Anniversary festivities. 
Friday’s events included happy hour and intro-
duction of newcomers. There was also a preview 
of the documentary on the protests at Glen Echo 
Amusement Park. It was followed by a New-
comers’ dinner catered by Praline Bakery and 
Bistro (located in the Shops at Sumner Place). 
On Saturday, there was a morning discussion 
of the origin of the neighborhood. Many of the 
children of the original owners were there and 
enjoyed reminiscing about their childhoods here. 
About 25 people took advantage of the visit to 
the Bannockburn archives at American University. 
A group photo was taken and the Music Festival 
ran from 1-9 PM. On Sunday morning a magi-
cian entertained children and Nora Mann, West 
Halbert Road resident and personal trainer, gave 
a free workout session for the grownups. Howie 

and others were thanked for their work in making 
this a successful and wonderful occasion for all.

The 2022 Bannockburn Community Directory 
was distributed, with board members asked to help 
hand deliver them to all BCA members. If you did 
not receive a directory, that means you are not a 
current Bannockburn Civic Association member and 
must join in order to receive one. 

There was a discussion regarding the BCC vote 
to remove voluntary donations to Glen Echo Park, 
Clara Barton Community Center, and NAN from the 
BCC/BCA membership form. The voluntary dona-
tions listed on the membership form offered an an-
nual reminder and a convenient way with which the 
Bannockburn Community has donated generously 
to these local resources for many years. Zangwill 
anticipated that community donations to these local 
resources would decrease significantly.

There was a discussion of pedestrian safety in the 
neighborhood. Although the new sidewalks on Ken-
howe Drive have improved pedestrian safety great-
ly, there are still other streets where there is a lot of 
traffic and poor safety for pedestrians. Some areas 
discussed were Selkirk Drive and the intersection of 
Rannoch and Goldsboro Roads.

The Bannockburn sign at the MacArthur Boule-
vard entrance to the neighborhood is being re-
newed currently. The sign was in a state of disrepair. 
The posts supporting it had rotted out. Reflective 
paint in the lettering will be added and a solar 
light may be installed. There will also be some new 
plantings placed there by the spring. All costs to 
refurbish the sign and to redesign the landscaping 
are being covered by the BCA.

BCA Board Meeting, October 11th 
By Anne Quinlan, BCA Board Secretary
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Restaurant Outdoor
Dining Zone

Picnic Tables

15-Minute Parking Spaces

Planter Boxes

Two-Way Protected Bikeway
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For every home I sell in the Bannockburn neighborhood, I donate 
$250 to the Bannockburn Clubhouse Renovation Fund.

The following information was shared by Elizabeth 
Kellar, BCA Board Vice President. The Braeburn 
Place resident also serves on the Western Mont-
gomery County Citizens Advisory Board.

After surveying residents and business owners, Pete 
Fosselman, a director of regional services in Mont-
gomery County, notes that the Woodmont Avenue 
“streatery” between Elm Street and Bethesda Ave-
nue will undergo some changes:
•	 Woodmont will continue to have a streatery.

•	 The sidewalk on the east side remains the same.

•	 New bike lanes per the bikeway master plan 
have been installed after the sidewalk on the 
east side.

•	 Following the bike lanes, two lanes of vehicular 
traffic totaling 22 feet have been marked; this 
open area was always there during the former 
streatery as required for fire access.

•	 Next is protected dining space with an indent 
for pickup and drop-off of patients (medical 
offices in the buildings above) and deliveries 
(food, supplies, etc.).

•	 The above transitions into an all dining area and 
completes the west side of Woodmont.

•	 The total right-of-way is 60 feet which is the 
same as pre-Covid.

•	 The orange barriers are temporary and will be 
replaced by decorative planters which Bethesda 
Urban Partnership has ordered and will main-
tain.

Woodmont Streatery Update
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New in the Neighborhood
By Beth Rogers

Sepideh Kamrava and Reza Amini and their 
three-year-old daughter, Eva, bought 6600 Rannoch 
Court. The family moved to the area from Bloom-
field Hills, MI, after deciding they had had enough 
of Michigan’s cold winters.

Sepideh and Reza, who are both from Iran, met 
each other as college students in Istanbul and then 
both attended Penn State where they became 
familiar with the Washington area from various 
visits. When they decided to leave Michigan, they 
carefully researched other places and decided that 
Washington, DC, made the most sense for them 
for because it is a multicultural city that offers many 
things to do.

Sepideh is an engineer who works remotely for 
GM. Reza has a new job with the Mitre Corpora-
tion.

Sepideh notes that they chose the Bethesda area 
for its schools. Since they’ve moved in, numerous 
neighbors have reached out to them with gifts of 
freshly-baked goods. Sepideh marvels, “Bannock-
burn is very friendly. It’s very different from Mich-
igan where we could have died in our house and 
no one would have ever known. We lived in a nice 
area but we never had a relationship with neigh-
bors there; it’s interesting to feel like we belong to 
a community.” She’s also been impressed with the 
number of volunteers Bannockburn has to keep 
things running, like the recent 75th Anniversary 
celebration. 

The couple are expecting a second daughter, to 
be named “Della,” in mid November.

Jennifer and Jeremy Robbins moved into 6206 
Bannockburn Drive. The couple are familiar with 
the area – Jennifer grew up in Baltimore and Jer-
emy grew up in Silver Spring and both of their 
parents still live there. 

The two met in Baltimore while Jennifer was 
studying to become a pediatric occupational ther-
apist and Jeremy was in dental school. They then 
moved to Florida and lived in south Tampa for six 
years, a place that Jennifer loved, particularly in 
the winter. Jeremy decided he wanted to buy a 
practice and be closer to family and friends so they 
moved back to the area, living in an apartment in 
Washington, DC, for two years. They had a son, 
Jordan, now two, and when Jennifer was pregnant 

with their second 
son, Landon, now 
five months old, they 
started looking for a 
house and, after look-
ing for a long time, 
their realtor steered 
them to the Bannock-
burn house before 
it even came on the 
market. “We loved 
the house and the 
community,” says Jennifer. “We saw the preschool 
up the hill and saw all the kids on the street.”

The Robbinses waited a little while to move in, 
not wanting to create another change for Jordan 
who was acclimating to having a sibling. Jennifer 
says, “We’re taking advantage of walking to Glen 
Echo Park. This is a good area to raise little boys.”

Do you know anyone who has recently moved to 
Bannockburn? Please reach out to Beth Rogers, 
Bannockburn’s newcomers’ greeter, at bethm-
rogers@earthlink.net, and she will make sure they 
are officially welcomed.

Bannockburn Cooperators, Inc.
Board Members 2022-2023
Juliette Searight, President
Ava Hillman, Vice President
Tom Holzman, Secretary/Treasurer
At Large: Patty Howie, Margie Gustafson, Ana Ras-
mussen, Nicolette Romano

 BCI owns the Clubhouse and adjoining property as 
well as the two properties in the Valley. BCI has an 
agreement with BCC (Bannockburn Community Club) 
to manage the Clubhouse property. It also cooper-
ates with BCC, BCA, and NAN. 
 BCI has shareholders. Residents become share-
holders of BCI either by transfer from the previous 
owner of their house or by paying a one-time $10 
fee. Shareholders can participate in major decisions 
regarding BCI property. If you have received a notice 
of eligibility or would like to check your shareholder 
status, please contact Patty Howie, pbhowie@veri-
zon.net.

mailto:bethmrogers%40earthlink.net?subject=
mailto:bethmrogers%40earthlink.net?subject=
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Bannockburn in Action

Continued on page 8

Patty Howie of Laverock Court hosted an impromptu gathering of Bannockburn “oldtimers” in her back 
yard on Saturday, September 24th, during the 75th Anniversary celebration.

BCA Board members help move 
tires pulled from the Potomac to 
the towpath for removal on Oc-
tober 9th. In photo at right, left to 
right, Beth Rogers, Anne Quinlan, 
Mike Zangwill, and Randall In-
gate. Photo below includes Doug 
McAdoo of Bannockburn Estates.

Photo by Patty H
ow

ie
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Bannockburn Community Club (BCC)
The BCC is the 501(c)(3) organization that man-

ages the clubhouse and grounds on behalf of the 
BCI. As a result of this designation, any donations 
to BCC are tax deductible to the full extent allow-
able by law. 

BCC promotes, supports, and sponsors educa-
tional and cultural activities at the Bannockburn 
Community Clubhouse, including a not-for-profit 
nursery school, a children’s summer camp, theater 
(including the Spring Show), art, music, dance, fo-
rums, lectures, and discussion groups. 
Membership:
Area residents, former area residents, and friends 
of Bannockburn.
Annual Dues: 
Set by elected Board of Directors (currently $250 
for sponsors, $50 for families and $35 for single 
heads of households).
President: Susan Wexler
Vice President: Terri Payne
Treasurer: Greg Sherrard 
 
Contact: contact-bcc@bannockburncommunity.org

Bannnockburn in Action continued from page 7

Clubhouse caretaker Zach Simon-Alexander (left) with 
his father, Stefan Alexander, replace the rotted sign 
posts.

The Bannockburn Community sign at MacArthur Blvd. gets a refresh thanks to the Bannockburn Civic Association. 
The old sign posts had rotted through and the sign board was looking worn. Above, at left, Stefan Alexander of 
Bannockburn Drive adds reflective paint to the lettering. Next will be new landscaping and possible illumination.

Photo by Zach Sim
on-Alexander

Photo by Stefan Alexander

mailto:contact-bcc%40bannockburncommunity.org?subject=

