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The annual Potomac River Water-
shed Cleanup took place on April 
9th. What began 34 years ago as a 
small cleanup around Piscataway 
National Park now encompasses 
four states and the District of Co-
lumbia.

As a registered site coordinator 
with the Alice Ferguson Founda-
tion, which organizes and promotes 
the areawide cleanup, I’ve chosen 
to focus on the area by the Amer-
ican Legion Bridge for the last de-
cade because it always needs clean-
ing. For the last five or so years, 
the Bannockburn Civic Association 
(BCA) has graciously supported the 
cleanup, covering the very modest 
cost of trash bags, bottled water, 
and refreshments for volunteers. 
What really makes a cleanup pro-
ductive is being supported by an 
organization that can bring vehicles on the towpath 
to haul out trash. In the past I’ve been supported 
by National Park Service personnel or the Canal 
Trust; this year I got assistance from the C&O Canal 
Association. 

Minus a pause in 2020, momentum seems to be 
building for the cleanup. I’ve been able to rely on 
a steady cadre of volunteers who help every year 
while attracting new people. I love when children 
help. This year I had several students from Pyle 
Middle School and one girl from the Washing-
ton Waldorf School, and may have had more if it 
weren’t for the fact that the cleanup always seems 
to coincide with spring break.

It had been raining the week before the clean-
up, so conditions were a bit muddy, but the actual 
hours of the cleanup, between 9 AM and noon, 
were sunny and temperatures were in the mid 
50s. The early spring timing of the cleanup, before 
vegetation fully leafs out, also makes trash more 

visible. 
BCA Board members who participated this year 

include Randall Ingate of Rannoch Road, who has 
helped in the last few cleanups. Joining for the first 
time were BCA Board Treasurer Steven Solomon of 
Owen Place; his daughter Melissa, an eighth grader 
at Pyle; and Laura Chavez of Ayr Lane. Missing was 
our Board Secretary who has helped with numerous 
cleanups: Anne Quinlan of Pyle Road, who injured 
her knee the night before. Also joining the cleanup 
from Bannockburn were newcomer Nick Szubiak of 
Crathie Lane and Bini Reilly from Broxburn Court. 

I had at least 20 volunteers who fanned out on ei-
ther side of the Beltway flanks, working down to the 
water. We collectively hauled out at least 65 30-gal-
lon bags of trash, three tires, and miscellaneous 
unbaggable objects like joint compound buckets, 
plastic piping, and metal that we stacked on the 
towpath. Jim Heins, the Volunteers in the Park 
coordinator for the C&O Canal Association, who 

Cleanup Writeup
By Beth Rogers 

Laura Chavez takes a selfie at the Potomac River Watershed Cleanup.

Continued on page 4

https://www.nps.gov/pisc/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/pisc/index.htm
https://www.fergusonfoundation.org/
https://www.fergusonfoundation.org/
https://candocanal.org/
https://candocanal.org/
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Back 9 Production Team
Beth Rogers – Writer/Editor
Mike Zangwill – Design/Layout

Back 9 Contributors
Patty Howie
Elizabeth Kellar
Maria Kozloski
JoAnn Krecke
Anne Quinlan
Cricket Park
Eileen Reyna
Juliette Searight

The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) has 
published our neighborhood’s newsletter since 
1953. The Back9 is published monthly September 
through June and currently reaches almost 700 
households. To make sure you receive a copy of this 
newsletter, visit http://bannockburncommunity.org/
newsletter/.

Interested in submitting an article or running an 
advertisement? Please email bannockburnback9@
gmail.com. 

The opinions presented in The Back9 are the 
authors’ own. The BCA Board neither verifies nor 
endorses the contents of this community newslet-
ter. While the editors make every effort to ensure 
published dates, times, and other information are 
correct and current, errors may occur; the editorial 
staff, authors, and the BCA Board are not liable for 
any damages that may result from readers’ reliance 
on the information published in good faith herein.

BCA Leadership 2021-2022
Mike Zangwill, President
Elizabeth Kellar, Vice President
Steven Solomon, Treasurer
Patty Howie, Historian
Tanya Sisler, Ombudswoman
Ana Rasmussen, Environment
Anne Quinlan, Secretary
At Large: Nancy Roche, Randall Ingate, Nancy 
Forden, Laura Chavez, Brian Moore, Rachel Stender, 
Ross Hurt, Kirk Claussen

Mark Your Calendar*

April 27-30, May 5-7 – “Spring Show 66.” The 
Spring Show returns live this year to the Clubhouse, 
with six performances. Tickets went on sale in early 
April. Check the Bannockburn website for updates.

April 30  – Carousel Day at Glen Echo Park, 11 AM-4 
PM. The Carousel opens up for the season with free 
performances, art activities,  and exhibits.

May 1 – Magic Garden Color Bloom, 1-6 PM. Glen 
Echo Park will explode with color as the “Beeler 
Fountain” gets covered with thousands of crocheted 
flowers handmade by craftspeople from around the 
country. Visitors can pick their own flowers in ex-
change for a donation in any amount to the Park.

June 4 – Laugh Riot at Rock Bottom Brewery. Long-
time Bannockburn resident Susan Symington, of 
Owen Place, will debut a three-minute stand-up 
comedy routine. Must be at least 17 to attend. 
Doors open at 7:15 PM. For more information 
visit http://standupcomedytogo.com/see-a-show/
rock-bottom-saturdays/.

June 5 – Annual Meeting of the Community 
Boards, 5:30 PM. The annual meeting of BCA, 
BCC, BCI, and NAN will start with a cocktail hour 
to welcome the new Clubhouse caretakers. Light 
refreshments will be served. At 6:30, the Presidents 
of the organizations will present their annual re-
ports and elections will be held.

* Events held at the Clubhouse are in bold.

Office: +1.301.907.7600    
Long & Foster Bethesda Gateway  
4650 East West Highway   
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

CAROL STRASFELD
REALTOR® Licensed in MD & DC     The 
The DC Team at Long & Foster, Inc. 
Lic. #SP93396 (DC)

Mobile: +1.301.806.8871   
Email: Carol.Strasfeld@LNF.com  
Website: theDCteam.com

http://bannockburncommunity.org/newsletter/
http://bannockburncommunity.org/newsletter/
mailto:BannockburnBack9%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:BannockburnBack9%40gmail.com?subject=
https://bannockburnspringshow.ticketleap.com/ss66/
https://bannockburncommunity.org/spring-show-tickets-on-sale-soon/
http://standupcomedytogo.com/see-a-show/rock-bottom-saturdays/
http://standupcomedytogo.com/see-a-show/rock-bottom-saturdays/
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The meeting was called to order at 7:34 PM 
and was conducted over Zoom. In attendance 
were Mike Zangwill, Beth Rogers, Patty Howie, 
Anne Quinlan, Nancy Forden, Tanya Sisler, Beth 
Kellar, Nancy Roche, Laura Chavez, Brian Moore, 
and Rachel Stender.

Zangwill, a Board member of the Glen Echo 
Park Partnership for Arts and Culture, gave an 
overview of the Urban Land Institute Advisory 
Services Program which made suggestions for 
improvements at the Park after interviewing key 
stakeholders. There was a brief discussion of 
which Board members would be attending the 
Glen Echo Gala on May 14th.

A brief discussion was held regarding the prog-
ress for selling ads to offset the cost of printing 
the next Bannockburn directory. Board mem-
bers should keep working on getting ads for the 
Bannockburn directory. Zangwill noted that the 
cost of paper has gone up exponentially since the 
last printing. He suggested featuring a photo of 

BCA Board Minutes, April 5th

By Anne Quinlan, BCA Board Secretary

the new stream path at the Clubhouse on the front 
cover. Rogers noted that she wasn’t getting good 
response from NAN block coordinators regarding 
changes to entries in the directory.

The last of the 13 trees from Tree Montgomery 
were delivered to the Clubhouse, thanks to the 
efforts of BCA Board Environmental Chair Ana Ras-
mussen, who also serves on the BCC Board.

Zangwill noted that he had received a call from 
a neighbor requesting that the BCA Board support 
Ukrainian refugees. The general feeling among 
Board members was that this isn’t something that 
falls within the responsibility of the BCA. There are 
many good organizations already working in those 
sectors and people should consider donating to 
some of those established organizations.

The meeting adjourned at 8:26 PM, wrapping up 
the last BCA Board meeting until September. The 
next Board meeting is the joint BCC/BCA/BCI/NAN 
meeting at the Clubhouse, which has been sched-
uled for June 5th (see calendar on p. 2).

Bannockburn Nursery 
School (BNS) is proud to 
recently become a certifying 
organization for the Pres-
ident’s Volunteer Service 
Award (PVSA). The PVSA 
recognizes the important 
contributions Americans of 
all ages are making within 
their communities through 
service and civic engage-
ment. 

As its first PVSA honoree, 
BNS is thrilled to recognize 
Kylie Jaconi Hawe of Ran-
noch Road, a freshman at 
Walt Whitman high school 
and BNS alumna. Kylie has 
volunteered at BNS every 
year since leaving the nursery school, culminating 
in her work as a junior counselor for BNS’s sum-
mer camp. She has brightened the lives of our 

children and commu-
nity by engaging with 
our students, helping 
our teaching staff 
with games and ac-
tivities, and assisting 
with special projects 
like setting up BNS’s 
outdoor classroom 
space (she helped to 
roll many tree logs 
to our back garden!). 
We are so proud 
to recognize Kylie’s 
many contributions 
to our school children 
and community.

Reyna is Director of the Bannockburn Nursery 
School.

Kylie Jaconi Hawe Recognized by BNS
By Eileen Reyna

Kylie Jaconi Hawe.

https://presidentialserviceawards.gov/
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BCA Board members Steven 
Solomon, Beth Rogers, and 
Laura Chavez. Present, but 
missing from the photo, Ran-
dall Ingate.

Cleanup group at the American Legion Bridge.

Young helpers collected SSL hours for community service.

supported all the cleanups between Fletcher’s Boat 
House and Riley’s Lock (about a 25-mile stretch), 
said that we collected the most trash. 

 I was really impressed with the six kids who 
joined us. They were enthusiastic and hard work-
ing. Bradley, a sixth grader from Pyle, said, “When 
people ask me what I did on spring break, I’m 
going to tell them that I cleaned up the Potomac 
River!”
 The one thing we all noticed this year was the 
prevalence of polystyrene (commonly known by 
the brand name “Styrofoam”), in my opinion one 

of the worst dangers to the environment. 
Each removal of a piece of polystyrene 
felt like a small victory to me. I used the 
opportunity to show the kids how one 
polystyrene cooler can break down into 
thousands of individual beads. Crumbling 
some in my hand, I asked the kids what 
they thought those particles looked like to 
fish or birds. 
   Trying to clean up the planet often feels 
like an exercise in futility to me. After all, 
we’re just ultimately moving the garbage 
around from one place to another, not 
minimizing it or absolutely getting rid of 
it. Considering the scope of the environ-
mental crisis, my efforts can feel feeble.   
   Looking at the faces of my six youngest 
volunteers and thinking of my own daugh-

ter reminded me why I keep doing what I can.

For more information on the menace of polystyrene, 
please visit: https://ecomii.com/household/is-styro-
foam-recyclable/

https://greenliving.lovetoknow.com/How_Styro-
foam_is_Bad_for_the_Environment

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/SWS/
switchfromsix/index.html

Cleanup from page 1

https://ecomii.com/household/is-styrofoam-recyclable/
https://ecomii.com/household/is-styrofoam-recyclable/
https://greenliving.lovetoknow.com/How_Styrofoam_is_Bad_for_the_Environment
https://greenliving.lovetoknow.com/How_Styrofoam_is_Bad_for_the_Environment
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/SWS/switchfromsix/index.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/SWS/switchfromsix/index.html
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Carrie and Adam Siegrist 
moved into 6813 Laverock 
Court in January. They 
have two children, Eleanor 
and Thomas, and one dog, 
Mattie. Carrie and Adam 
met in Pennsylvania where 
they grew up. Prior to their 
move to Bannockburn, the 
Siegrist family lived in Tako-
ma, DC, and Alexandria, VA. They are delighted 
to have joined the Bannockburn community and 
look forward to meeting neighbors and community 
members in person when it is safe to do so. Carrie 
is a nonprofit organizations lawyer and Adam is a 
mechanical engineer. In their free time, the Siegrist 
family loves going on treks together and hopes to 
one day do a thru hike of the Appalachian Trail. 

Bannockburn Community Club 
(BCC)

The BCC is the 501(c)(3) organization that 
manages the clubhouse and grounds on be-
half of the BCI. As a result of this designation, 
any donations to BCC are tax deductible to 
the full extent allowable by law. 

BCC promotes, supports, and sponsors 
educational and cultural activities at the Ban-
nockburn Community Clubhouse, including 
a not-for-profit nursery school, a children’s 
summer camp, theater (including the Spring 
Show), art, music, dance, forums, lectures, 
and discussion groups.
 
Membership:
Area residents, former area residents, and 
friends of Bannockburn.
Annual Dues: 
Set by elected Board of Directors (currently 
$250 for sponsors, $50 for families and $35 
for single heads of households).
President: Susan Wexler
Vice President: Terri Payne
Treasurer: Hans Engler 
 
Contact: contact-bcc@bannockburncommuni-
ty.org

GLEN ECHO EXXON
6729 Goldsboro Road Bethesda MD 20817
AUTO CARE SERVICE CENTER

301 229-8666
For every home I sell in the Bannockburn neighborhood, I donate 
$250 to the Bannockburn Clubhouse Renovation Fund.

New in the Neighborhood
By Patty Howie

mailto:contact-bcc%40bannockburncommunity.org?subject=
mailto:contact-bcc%40bannockburncommunity.org?subject=
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On March 5th, volunteers from the Bannockburn 
Elementary School PTA, in partnership with Little 
Falls Watershed Alliance (www.lfwa.org), under-
took the first of what will be many community 
workdays to remove non-native invasive (NNI) 
plants from the woodland areas of the school 
grounds.  

A special thanks to our Bannockburn neighbor, 
and certified Montgomery County Parks Depart-
ment weed warrior, David Brooks, for coming out 
and helping to make the first event a success. 

This first workday was held after the successful 
conclusion of a formal MCPS central office project 
review and approval process, and with support 
of our local Bannockburn Elementary School 
administration. It focused on the woodland area 
adjacent to the intersection of Dalroy Lane and 
Bannockburn Drive. 

Trees were saved from premature deaths 
caused by NNI vines (English ivy, wintercreeper, 
oriental bittersweet, and more), and a mature 
thicket of Tier 1 Maryland invasive Amur honey-
suckle (Lonicera maacki) was removed. You can 
learn more about these efforts on the Bannock-
burn PTA’s website (https://bannockburnpta.org/
grounds-workday-events/), and from Kenhowe 
Drive resident David Hecht who is leading these 
efforts (dwhecht@gmail.com). 

Searight, of Owen Place, is the President of Ban-
nockburn Cooperators, Inc.

LAW OFFICE OF BRAD KELLY, LLC 
6917 RANNOCH ROAD 

BETHESDA, MD 20817 

TELEPHONE 240.355.6593 

BKELLY@BKELLYLAW.COM 

Washingtonian Top 
Civil Defense Lawyer 

2005 -2017 

YOUR  PERSONAL  INJURY PLAINTIFF'S LAWYER
I've changed teams.  Now I'm on yours.

Removing Our Area’s Non-Native Invasive Plants
By Juliette Searight

David Hecht of Kenhowe Drive (right), BES parent and 
event organizer, with Pete Epanchin of Glen Echo.

Lex Atabaki, BES parent, and David Kathan, LFWA 
Leader.

Photo by Juliette Searight
Photo by Juliette Searight

http://www.lfwa.org
https://mda.maryland.gov/plants-pests/Documents/Invasive-Plant-List-March-2020.pdf
https://bannockburnpta.org/grounds-workday-events/
https://bannockburnpta.org/grounds-workday-events/
mailto:dwhecht@gmail.com
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Beth Kellar, NAN’s (Neighbors Assisting Neigh-
bors) block coordinator for the 7100 block of 
Braeburn Place, grew up in Ohio, the daughter of 
teachers. Beth was the fortunate middle child with a 
brother on either side. Beth recalls lively dinnertime 
conversations with her family and the young people 
from abroad who stayed with them. Her family also 
enjoyed many road trips, including summers in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, and 
Seattle, Washington, where 
her father had science fellow-
ships. These early experiences 
encouraged her interest in the 
larger world.

After graduating from 
Muskingum University and 
spending a year abroad in 
Spain, Beth earned her M.A. 
from The Ohio State Univer-
sity in journalism and political 
science. She is fluent in Span-
ish and has given speeches in 
Spanish in Mexico and Chile as 
part of her work with the Inter-
national City/County Manage-
ment Association (ICMA). 

Beth met her husband Ken 
(who nicknamed her) the 
summer before she began 
graduate school, when she was 
working in a neighborhood 
restaurant. Ken came inside 
at four in the afternoon, the only customer at that 
hour. To break the ice, Beth asked him what brought 
him there at that time of the day. He explained that 
he had been doing split brain research nearby. That 
led to a long conversation, but no exchange of 
telephone numbers. Although he stopped by with 
a friend another evening when they were very busy, 
they didn’t see each other for some time. Then, one 
early evening when she was riding her bicycle by 
the OSU Medical Center, he called out to her. He 
asked her to share his submarine sandwich by the 
Olentangy River. As they say, the rest is history. They 
will celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary this 
September.

They began their married life in Columbus and 
then drove from Ohio to California in their Volkswa-
gen, eventually finding an apartment in San Jose 
and later buying a townhouse in Santa Clara. While 
Ken pursued his neuroscience research as a postdoc 
at Stanford and NASA-Ames, Beth found work as 
the public information officer with the city of Sunny-
vale. As part of the city manager’s team, she staffed 

citizen task forces, including 
a citizen engagement effort 
focused on the future of 
the community. This was 
the beginning of a life-long 
public service career with a 
focus on municipal manage-
ment.

When Ken finished his 
two-year postdoc, he 
was offered a position at 
Georgetown University and 
Beth was hired at ICMA, ini-
tially as its Communications 
Director. They drove a truck 
with their belongings across 
the country and (a few 
months later), moved into 
their house on Braeburn 
Place, one of the original 
model homes overlooking 
the Valley. 

Beth has continued her 
career at ICMA where she 

has held several positions, including Deputy Exec-
utive Director and her current role as Director of 
Public Policy. Beth says she has had the opportunity 
to pursue a wide range of fascinating ideas and 
challenging projects throughout her career, including 
international initiatives.  

While ICMA has welcomed international members 
since its founding in 1914, its leadership wanted to 
do more to support professional management in 
emerging democracies. Beth saw a way to pursue 
that goal and led a team to write a winning proposal 
to secure ICMA’s first worldwide USAID contract in 
1989. ICMA strives to plant the seeds of transparen-
cy in government with ethical standards that enable 

Meet Your Block Coordinator, Elizabeth (Beth) Kellar
By JoAnn Krecke

Beth Kellar, NAN Block Coordinator for 
Braeburn Place.
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communities to thrive. In addition to her Latin Amer-
ican ethics work, Beth has given ethics presentations 
in Bali and Jakarta where ICMA has had long-term 
USAID projects on financial transparency and ethics. 

A few years ago, Beth became the founding pres-
ident/CEO of a nonprofit – The Center for State and 
Local Government Excellence. She led that orga-
nization from 2006-2016 and continues as a Senior 
Fellow today. The organization is a leading provider 
of workforce and benefits research to help state and 
local governments attract and retain the talent they 
need to provide essential services. 

In addition to her national and international focus 
on local government excellence, Beth has been 
highly engaged in our own local community and 
county issues. She was President of the Bannock-
burn Elementary School PTA and later at Whitman 
she became a cluster leader. She also has served on 
Montgomery County’s Ethics Commission and the 
Commission for the Future. Currently, she serves on 
Bannockburn Civic Association as its Vice President 
and on its Transportation and Safety Committee. As 
if that weren’t enough, she also serves on the West-
ern Montgomery County Citizens Advisory Board.

Along with pursuing demanding careers, Beth 
and her husband have raised a son and a daughter 
and enjoy spending time with their four grand-
children. Beth has always been a working mother, 
juggling all the demands and duties which this 
requires. Now she has more time for walking, 
swimming, reading, and kayaking. She began tak-
ing longer walks during the pandemic when she 
began teleworking, which continues. She has no 
plans to retire soon!

Beth is one of those lucky people who has found 
joy and fulfillment in their work. Beth says she 
feels fortunate to have found work with a mission 
that resonates with her and in an organization 
where she has made life-long friends. Her contri-
butions have been many, within our community 
and far beyond.

Krecke, of Bannockburn Drive, is NAN’s coordina-
tor of block coordinators.

Simon Says Yoga
Many Levels/Styles of Yoga

~Visit our UNIQUE BOUTIQUE~

*New Student Special*
3 Classes for $29

(Adults Only)

We’d Love to see you 

In the Glen Echo Shopping Center

(Upstairs)

simonsaysyoga.com 240-535-5526

Everyone must be fully vaccinated

in our Beautiful, Peaceful Studio

Mat Pilates •Zumba • Meditation 

Kellar from page 7

Kellar with her grandchildren, summer 2021.
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Montgomery County Councilmember At-Large 
Evan Glass talked about the need to prioritize 
pedestrian and bicycle safety when he met with the 
Western Montgomery County Citizens Advisory 
Board (WMCCAB) on April 18. Participants paused 
to remember seven-year-old Muhammad Haekal 
Saifullah Elsyaf who died after he, his father, and 
toddler brother were struck by a car while wait-
ing at a school bus stop. Glass noted that since 
January, 146 pedestrians and bicyclists have been 
injured and four have died in Montgomery County 
alone.

Now that the federal Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act has been funded, Montgomery 
County expects to receive substantial funding to 
advance its street, bicycle, and pedestrian safety 
initiatives. The County also plans to use funds from 
the American Rescue Plan to invest in more storm 
water management projects to combat worsening 
erosion.  

Glass reported that the popular streeteries in 
Bethesda, Silver Spring, and Wheaton will contin-
ue through Labor Day. Many residents would like 
to see the streeteries continue beyond that time. 
There is a creative three-block streetery with more 
permanent structures planned for Bethesda’s Nor-
folk Avenue, which would include one block with 
amenities for children, one block for music, and 
one for dining.

Fire and Rescue Service Chief Scott Goldstein 
gave an overview, noting that the Department em-
ploys 2700 people and has a budget of more than 
$230 million. The County has both professional and 
volunteer fire operations; 80-85% of the calls are 
for emergency medical services. 

Other issues discussed at the meeting included:
•	 The need for counseling and mental health ser-

vices in public schools due to pandemic stress-
es

•	 911 calls that sometimes get busy signals (part 
of the Police Department’s budget)

•	 Opportunities to serve on Montgomery County 
boards and commissions, including the WMC-
CAB. Here is the link to apply: https://www.
montgomerycountymd.gov/boards/instruction.
html

•	 New Bethesda Kids Museum grand opening on 
May 22. Check https://kid-museum.org/ 

•	 $55 million for Capital Trail improvements are 
planned, including a trail tunnel.  The timing of 
the tunnel construction has not been finalized.

•	 The WMCCAB held a public hearing on March 
21 to hear testimony regarding Bethesda’s 
application to the state to be redesignated as 
an Arts and Entertainment District. The County 
Council adopted a resolution on April 5 in sup-
port of the redesignation of the Bethesda and 
Silver Spring Arts and Entertainment districts.

•	 Bethesda Green partners with the Bethesda 
Urban Partnership on water management and 
weed issues along Woodmont Avenue.

•	 Rat patrol with rat terriers will be deployed in 
downtown Bethesda to address the rat problem 
and to get rats out of their dens.

The next meeting of the WMCCAB is May 16.  
All meetings are open to the public.  

Kellar, of Braeburn Place, is Vice President of the 
Bannockburn Civic Association and serves on the 
WMCCAB. You can learn more about her by read-
ing her profile on page 7.

Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Street Initiatives
By Elizabeth Kellar

Bannockburn Cooperators, Inc.
Board Members 2021-2022
Juliette Searight, President
Ava Hillman, Vice President
Tom Holzman, Secretary/Treasurer
At Large: Margie Gustafson, Diana Keeling, Joy Lan-
ford, Nicolette Romano

 BCI owns the Clubhouse and adjoining proper-
ty as well as the two properties in the Valley. BCI has 
an agreement with BCC (Bannockburn Community 
Club) whereby BCC manages the Clubhouse proper-
ty. It also cooperates with BCC, BCA, and NAN. 
 BCI has shareholders. Residents become share-
holders of BCI either by transfer from the previous 
owner of their house or by paying a one-time $10 
fee. Shareholders can participate in major deci-
sions regarding BCI property. If you have received 
a notice of eligibility or would like to check your 
shareholder status, please contact Patty Howie, pb-
howie@verizon.net.

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/boards/instruction.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/boards/instruction.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/boards/instruction.html
https://kid-museum.org/
mailto:pbhowie@verizon.net
mailto:pbhowie@verizon.net
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Kenhowe Drive Sidewalks Are Completed
By Beth Rogers

Construction on connecting exist-
ing sidewalk fragments on Kenhowe 
Drive, which had been requested in 
late spring of 2019 by several resi-
dents of that street, began in mid-
April of this year. 

As with anything that happens in 
Bannockburn, there is seldom total 
consensus around the need for a 
particular project. A few residents 
had opposed the sidewalks, worried 
that they would eliminate plantings or 
destroy established trees. 

In November 2020, after attending 
a Zoom hearing hosted by the Mont-
gomery County Department of Trans-
portation (MCDOT), the Bannockburn 
Civic Association (BCA) Board crafted 
a position statement it sent to MC-
DOT which said: “To promote pedestrian safety, the 
BCA endorses sidewalks where there is significant 
neighborhood support for them, and particularly 
where walking in the street is a pedestrian hazard 
due to high-volume traffic flow and reduced sight 
lines as is the case on Kenhowe Drive. We encour-
age the County to modify the current proposal for 
Kenhowe Drive to minimize environmental impacts 
specifically with regard to the preservation of 
existing trees, and, where possible, to reflect the 
requests of affected households.”

Residents around the impacted areas received a 
formal letter from MCDOT in late March of this year 
and construction began a few weeks later. As prom-
ised, a maple tree was preserved at, say residents 
Christo Andonyadis and David Hecht, an additional 
cost of reportedly $20,000 by using permeable con-
crete. One sidewalk also meandered around exist-
ing trees. 

 “Ultimately, I’m very pleased,” David Hecht 
said, describing the result, which created continu-
ous sidewalks from Rannoch Road to Bannockburn 
Drive. “I would say that the construction crew was 
very responsive to residents’ concerns and desires. 
They were very attentive to the details. My kids 
have already been out on it and we’ve been able 
to take the full sidewalk to Bannockburn Elemen-
tary School. Without a doubt I feel safer and my 
kids have better access to the neighborhood….I 

think everyone was pleased with the construction 
crew and I think that was critical. We’ve seen many, 
many people use the sidewalks. We’re excited and 
couldn’t be happier.”
 One unanticipated benefit is that residents 
adjacent to the new sidewalks all got new concrete 
driveway aprons, the value of which, says MCDOT 
construction representative Juan Berrios, is around 
$3000-$6000 per driveway. As Andonyadis, who 
already had a sidewalk fronting his property, notes, 
“I wish I got a new apron!”

Bannockburn in the News

In mid February, the Walt Whitman Black and 
White student news site interviewed community 
environmental leaders and included Ana Rasmussen 
of East Halbert Road, BCA’s Environmental Chair, 
regarding the raingarden installations at the Ban-
nockburn Clubhouse. (This notice also ran in the 
April 2022 Back9 but, regrettably, the link was not 
active.)

On April 8, Bannockburn Elementary School’s 
fourth and fifth grade classes were featured in a 
Washington Post article about how kids are pro-
cessing the pandemic by making a quilt collabora-
tively. 

Kenhowe Road sidewalk installation.

https://theblackandwhite.net/71685/feature/a-crisis-close-to-home-whitman-community-members-take-action-against-local-environmental-damage/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2022/04/08/covid-students-feelings-quilt/
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Showing Our Support
By Maria Kozloski

When Russia began its war offensive in Ukraine, 
we were keen to show our support for Ukraine and 
hence the search for a Ukrainian flag on Amazon. 
My husband Lance [Crist] and I spent much of the 
1990s traipsing throughout the former Soviet Bloc 
and have stayed connected with the region ever 
since. We lived in Warsaw and, later, Moscow, and 
had a front row seat to the changes that came with 
the breakup of the Soviet Union.  

We first worked on privatizing state-owned 
companies and moved on to making investments in 
the fast-developing financial and industrial sectors 
as change took hold, including in Ukraine, working 
in different capacities for the International Finance 
Corporation, the private sector arm of the World 
Bank. Along the way, we worked with entrepreneurs 
and businesses in Kyiv, Lviv, and Odessa.  

I worked on my last investment in Ukraine just a 
few years ago – supporting a Kyiv firm that, as the 
war broke out, was supposed to be celebrating an 
award as the top investment firm in Eastern Eu-
rope. The success of that firm (whose team is a mix 
of Ukrainians, Russians, and Moldovans) and the 
tremendous change in the region over the past 30 
years – more stores, jobs, and, generally, oppor-
tunities – created a sense of optimism despite the 
challenges that inevitably accompanied transition.  

The entrenched political system in Russia stymied 
progress and unbelievably now seeks to eliminate 
an entire nation and culture. I am reminded of the 
teachings of one of my former professors, Zbigniew 
Brzezinski, former US National Security Advisor, 
who saw Ukraine as the key piece of the post-USSR 
puzzle and emphasized its geopolitical importance 
for maintaining global stability. It is deeply unset-
tling that the darkest forecasts for Putin’s moves are 
playing out. In support of Ukrainians, we fly the flag. 
We hope for peace and prosperity in the region.

Kozloski lives on West Halbert Road.

Art Tour for Bannockburn at the Katzen Arts Center

On April 2nd Jack Rasmussen of West Halbert Road, Director of the Katzen Arts Center, gave a special tour 
for Bannockburn residents. In photo on left he guides Rannoch Road resident Vanessa White through a 
custom interactive virtual reality art painting. On the right, Rasmussen stands in front of Jae Ko’s “Drift,” a 
massive paper installation that weighs more than a ton.

Ukrainian flag flies at the Kozloski/Crist house.

Photo by Juliette Searight
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The Episcopal 
Church of the  

Redeemer 
 

8:00am & 10:30am Sundays in person 
Zoom at  10:30am 

www.redeemerbethesda.org 
 

Saturday, May 21st 
The Strawberry Festival Returns!! 

 
Music at Redeemer 

Friday, April 29th ALKEMIE MEDIEVAL  
MUSIC ENSEMBLE  7:00p.m. 

 
May 14th 

KASSIA MUSIC 7:00 p.m. 

The Rev. Cricket Park, Rector  

Geoffrey Silver, Director of Music Ministries 
6201 Dunrobbin Drive  301-229-3770 

office@redeemerbethesda.org 

Julian of Norwich was a mystic anchoress in the 
15th century. We don’t know her real name. Julian 
came from the church 
of St. Julian in Nor-
wich, England, where 
she lived in a small cell 
off the sanctuary. She 
was the first woman to 
publish writings in the 
English language. Her 
Revelations of Divine 
Love inspired thousands 
of people, including 
poet T.S. Eliot. 

The book describes a series of visions and revela-
tions given to her when she was in her early thirties. 
The visions helped her understand that everything 
that was from God is Love. She understood Jesus as 
a Mother, who feeds God’s children with her body. 
She believed that all things will come to completion 
at a time determined by the Divine. It was that belief 
that is summed up in her statement: All shall be 
well, and all shall be well. And, all manner of things 
shall be well. 

That statement has become my mantra. It helps 
keep me rooted in times, like these, when bad news 
is the only news. At the first inkling of despair, I 
remember her words. What is going on is short-term 
in the Divine sense. Eventually, all things shall be 
well. 

This is not an excuse to sit on the couch and wait 
for something to happen. Spiritual gifts need to 
be used to make the world a better place. Are you 
prophetic, like Dr. Martin Luther King, or an eco-ad-
vocate, like Greta Thunberg, or a caregiver, like 
Florence Nightingale? If you are – wonderful. If you 
aren’t – you do you. Recycle. Care for the old or the 
young or those sandwiched in between. Plant trees. 
Plant kisses. Say what needs saying. Be still and 
listen. 

Most of all, be hopeful. Choose joy. 
All manner of things shall be well.

Cricket

Amen Corner
All Shall Be Well
By the Reverend Cricket Park, Rector
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer

Statue of Julian at Norwich Cathedral.


