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Meet Your Block Coordinator: Christo Andonyadis,
Kenhowe Drive
By JoAnn Krecke

Christo Andonyadis is well known to the Bannock-
burn neighborhood. Friendly and outgoing, he has 
been a willing volunteer on various Bannockburn 
boards as well as an enthusiastic participant in our 
yearly Spring Show. His first Spring Show was with his 
son, Theo, and they were in several more together. 
When I asked what his favorite Spring 
Show skit had been, he replied, “I 
think the one with the kilts!” I’m sure 
many would agree with him.

Christo’s parents were Greek immi-
grants, but his roots are firmly planted 
here. He was born in Sibley Hospital 
and spent his childhood in DC, return-
ing after he graduated from college.

Christo grew up in the Foxhall 
neighborhood of DC, living in one of 
the English Tudor townhouses that 
line the streets there. His father was 
an architect who later worked for 
the World Bank providing architec-
tural oversight for World Bank-fund-
ed schools, hospitals, and clinics in 
Southeast Asia. Christo’s mother, as 
in every Greek family, was the heart 
of the home but was also a reading 
teacher and school administrator. 
Christo described his childhood as 
being different from the usual Ameri-
can one. 

Since his parents weren’t famil-
iar with American life, they didn’t 
suggest the usual activities – sports, 
Scouts, etc. They had never heard of 
curfews for teenagers for example! 
His father was away for long periods of time and so 
Christo developed an independent spirit since his 
parents weren’t as involved in his daily life as most 

American parents might be. He attended Maret 
School taking three public buses every day to 
get there. Maret was a bohemian place in those 
days. There was no dress code and students had 
their own smoking lounge. Classes were held in 

a beautiful 
old mansion 
overlooking 
an expansive 
lawn. Be-
cause many 
of the stu-
dents came 
from other 
countries, 
Christo was 
exposed to 
a variety of 
views and 
customs.

After grad-
uating from 
high school, 
Christo at-
tended Wash-
ington Uni-
versity in St. 
Louis where 
he majored 
in computer 
science. Both 
Christo and 
his sister ini-
tially majored 
in architec-

ture but then both changed their minds and went 
into other fields. Upon returning to Washington, 
he lived in Mt. Pleasant with friends and began a 

Continued p. 5

Christo Andonyadis with Penny.
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Letter from the Editor

This summer our planet saw a record amount of 
environmental devastation. From forest fires out 
West, to intense rainfall on the East Coast, it’s hard, 
sometimes, to not feel paralyzed by impending doom 
and hopelessness. I was in the Sierras this August and 
it was a pretty strange feeling to look at the weather 
app on my phone and see an air quality index of 260 
(it went up to 500 a few days after I left). It was also 
disturbing to realize that those sequoias I saw, once 
they catch fire, are so massive they can burn for years 
before they are extinguished (https://www.pbs.org/
newshour/show/californias-giant-sequoias-are-pil-
lars-of-living-history-climate-change-may-kill-them).

I fret, pretty much constantly, about what sort of 
planet my daughter will inherit. Recent news that 
today’s kids will experience three times (if not more) 
as many climate disasters (https://www.washington-
post.com/climate-environment/2021/09/26/change-
disasters-kids-science-study/) as their grandparents 
doesn’t help. 

There are a few people in Bannockburn, though, 
who make me feel optimistic. Randall Ingate of 
Rannoch Road has always told me to keep focused 
on the smaller picture versus being overwhelmed 
by what is happening globally. Address the things 
you can address yourself and take action when you 
can. Ellen Paul of East Halbert Road has written here 
about how to be better stewards of our local wildlife, 
particularly birds. Amy Maron, spotlighted in this 
newsletter last month, also of East Halbert Road, has 
helped push through legislation that makes Mont-
gomery County more environmentally responsible. 
But I’ve perhaps learned the most from Ana Rasmus-
sen of West Halbert Road who, over the years, has 
hammered home the importance of planting native 
plants. She’s been instrumental in helping to secure 
two grants from the Chesapeake Bay Trust that have 
gone a long way towards alleviating long-standing 
water runoff issues at the Bannockburn Clubhouse 
while making the grounds more attractive. 

Rasmussen’s most recent project was creating an 
informative interpretive sign (p. 13), which will be 
placed near the Clubhouse raingarden. With existing 
signage identifying plants used in the raingarden, 
and more signage pending to label plantings along 
the stream walk, the Clubhouse is a great place to go 
to learn what sorts of plants work best in our area. I 
haven’t gone so far as to rip out existing nonnatives 
in my yard such as Japanese maples, but, now duly 
educated, all landscape additions going forward will 
be natives. (That being said, I did manage to get rid 
of all the English ivy in my yard, a five-year project at 
the pace of one trash can a week.) 

For a list of native plants recommended for our 
area, as well as plants to pull out when you see them 
in your yard, visit https://www.montgomerycountymd.
gov/water/rainscapes/resources.html#plants

These types of localized actions have the potential 
to be replicated worldwide, which would go a long 
way towards repairing our planet.

Speaking of Chesapeake Bay Trust, President Jana 
Davis was gracious enough to write an article (p. 9) 
for this newsletter. One of the major ways the Trust 
gets funding is through its license plate program. 
Davis notes that only about 400,000 of Maryland’s 
6 million registered vehicles carry these plates. I got 
one recently, thinking it’s the least way I could show 
my gratitude for all the Trust has done for our neigh-
borhood.

Lastly, JoAnn Krecke of Bannockburn Drive has 
committed to profiling leaders within the community. 
This month she set her sights on Christo Andonyadis 
of Kenhowe Drive, seen on the cover with his dog, 
Penny. JoAnn and Christo are some of the many oth-
er people in Bannockburn working to make this com-
munity (and by extension, the world) a better place. 
   Enjoy.

Beth Rogers, Editor

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/californias-giant-sequoias-are-pillars-of-living-history-climate-c
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/californias-giant-sequoias-are-pillars-of-living-history-climate-c
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/californias-giant-sequoias-are-pillars-of-living-history-climate-c
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2021/09/26/change-disasters-kids-science-study/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2021/09/26/change-disasters-kids-science-study/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2021/09/26/change-disasters-kids-science-study/
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Back 9 Production Team
Beth Rogers – Writer/Editor
Mike Zangwill – Design/Layout

Back 9 Contributors
Jana Davis
Patty Howie
Brad Kelly
JoAnn Krecke
Anne Quinlan
Cricket Park
John Stodola

The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) has 
published our neighborhood’s newsletter since 
1953. The Back 9 is published monthly September 
through June and currently reaches almost 700 
households. To make sure you receive a copy of this 
newsletter, visit http://bannockburncommunity.org/
newsletter/.

Interested in submitting an article or running an 
advertisement? Please email bannockburnback9@
gmail.com. 

The opinions presented in the Back 9 are the 
authors’ own. The BCA Board neither verifies nor 
endorses the contents of this community newslet-
ter. While the editors make every effort to ensure 
published dates, times, and other information are 
correct and current, errors may occur; the editorial 
staff, authors, and the BCA Board are not liable for 
any damages that may result from readers’ reliance 
on the information published in good faith herein.

BCA Leadership 2021-2022
Mike Zangwill, President
Elizabeth Kellar, Vice President
Steven Solomon, Treasurer
Patty Howie, Historian
Tanya Sisler, Ombudswoman
Ana Rasmussen, Environment
Anne Quinlan, Secretary
At Large: Nancy Roche, Randall Ingate, Nancy 
Forden, Laura Chavez, Brian Moore, Rachel Stender, 
Ross Hurt, Leigh Rose, Kirk Claussen

Bannockburn Community Club 
(BCC)

The BCC is the 501(c)(3) organization that 
manages the clubhouse and grounds on be-
half of the BCI. As a result of this designation, 
any donations to BCC are tax deductible to 
the full extent allowable by law. 

BCC promotes, supports, and sponsors 
educational and cultural activities at the Ban-
nockburn Community Clubhouse, including 
a not-for-profit nursery school, a children’s 
summer camp, theater (including the Spring 
Show), art, music, dance, forums, lectures, 
and discussion groups.
 
Membership:
Area residents, former area residents, and 
friends of Bannockburn.
Annual Dues: 
Set by elected Board of Directors (currently 
$250 for sponsors, $50 for families and $35 
for single heads of households).
President: Susan Wexler
Vice President: Terri Payne
Treasurer: Hans Engler 
 
Contact: contact-bcc@bannockburncommuni-
ty.org

Office: +1.301.907.7600    
Long & Foster Bethesda Gateway  
4650 East West Highway   
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

CAROL STRASFELD
REALTOR® Licensed in MD & DC     The 
The DC Team at Long & Foster, Inc. 
Lic. #SP93396 (DC)

Mobile: +1.301.806.8871   
Email: Carol.Strasfeld@LNF.com  
Website: theDCteam.com

http://bannockburncommunity.org/newsletter/
http://bannockburncommunity.org/newsletter/
mailto:BannockburnBack9%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:BannockburnBack9%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:contact-bcc%40bannockburncommunity.org?subject=
mailto:contact-bcc%40bannockburncommunity.org?subject=
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The meeting, which was held outdoors, was called 
to order at 8:15 pm. In attendance in person were 
Mike Zangwill, Beth Rogers, Patty Howie, Randall 
Ingate, Nancy Forden, Leigh Rose, Elizabeth Kellar, 
Laura Chavez, and Tanya Sisler. Attending via phone 
were Ana Rasmussen, Ross Hurt, and Anne Quinlan.

Martha Morris, current President of the Glen Echo 
Park Partnership for Arts and Culture (GEPPAC) 
Board, was invited to the meeting by BCA Board 
President Mike Zangwill to highlight ways the BCA 
and the Bannockburn community could better sup-
port Glen Echo Park. Zangwill said one his missions 
as president is to support local resources. 

 Morris started with a brief resume of her history, 
noting that she has long been interested in gover-
nance, management, and staffing of museums. A 
resident of Glen Echo, she has been on the GEPPAC 
Board for five years. 

GEPPAC, which collaborates with Montgomery 
County and the National Park Service, was formed 
in 2002 and its role is to take care of the Park and 
support programming offered there.

Morris discussed recent developments at the Park. 
The Denzel Carousel had its 100th anniversary this 
year and more than one thousand people showed 
up to celebrate, which were almost pre-COVID num-
bers. 

A new area of focus is exploring a potential in-
volvement with the Clara Barton house, built in 1891 
for the founder of the American Red Cross. Some 
renovations were done recently – namely, a new 
roof and fire suppression system – but a substantial 
amount of work is needed for it to last another 100 
years. While the house has been closed to the gen-
eral public, Morris notes that she toured it recently 
and it was in rough shape, with window panes miss-
ing on the top floor.

The estimated cost of these upgrades (which in-
clude making the structure ADA compliant) is rough-
ly $20 million. The Park is seeking funding from the 
federal government through the Great American 
Outdoors Act. To get approved it is advantageous 
to partner with a non-profit like GEPPAC or oth-
er interested parties. Morris noted that GEPPAC’s 
strategic plan for the Clara Barton house would be 
to help “make it shine and keep it going another 20 
to 50 years.”

Zangwill, also a board member of GEPPAC, 
inquired about repairs that Glen Echo Park needs, 
particularly to the Spanish Ballroom. Morris noted 
that the floor of the Spanish Ballroom floor needs 
replacement and that the building has never been 
climate controlled which makes it hard to use for any 
programming. Additionally, any repairs would have 
to adhere to historic preservation codes which have 
many stringent requirements which drive up the 
costs. 

Morris added that shutdowns due to COVID have 
been a strain on the Park, even though this summer 
many things felt almost normal since so many activi-
ties were able to take place outside. Morris’s advice 
to Bannockburn and the BCA was to patronize the 
Park, take classes, and make donations. People 
could also consider leaving a legacy gift in their es-
tate plans. She also suggested getting involved with 
GEPPAC Board committees. She mentioned BCA 
Board member Ana Rasmussen, a former GEPPAC 
Board member who still serves on two committees, 
who has been involved with the “magic garden” sur-
rounding an old water fountain. “Ana has been di-
recting, in a beautiful way, the whole idea of how to 
re-landscape it,” Morris said. Morris also mentioned 
Barbara Martin of Dunrobbin Drive who took the 
lead in that project and who is now on the GEPPAC 
Development Committee.

After Morris left a discussion ensued about print-
ing the next Bannockburn community directory in 
2022 and what advertising rates to raise.

Rasmussen, who also serves on the Bannockburn 
Community Club (BCC) Board, reported on BCC is-
sues. The Clubhouse, a structure almost as old as the 
Clara Barton house, also needs attention. This past 
summer was particularly difficult for the structure. A 
leak in the grill room requires mold remediation; a 
tree on BCC property fell and narrowly missed hit-
ting a house; and one of the walls of the rain garden 
broke during Hurricane Ida forcing water downhill 
onto a property on West Halbert Road. 

The most recent calamity was a sewer backup that 
left three inches of raw sewage in the Clubhouse 
basement. After some sleuthing, WSSC (Washington 
Suburban Sanitary Commission) determined it was 
their problem because they had done some work on 

BCA Board Minutes, Oct. 5th

By Anne Quinlan, BCA Board Secretary

Continued p. 5
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job with Arthur Young, later joining the Logistics 
Management Institute. His office there was in the 
building at Goldsboro and Massachusetts and he 
often went to lunch at Kanpai Sushi long before he 
moved into the neighborhood.

When his parents decided to downsize in 1995, 
Christo moved back to his childhood home and 
married two years later. During this time, Christo 
earned his DSc (Doctor of Science ) from George 
Washington University in health informatics, the 
science of health standards. His son Theo (now a 
junior at Villanova University studying computer en-
gineering) was born in 2000. That same year Chris-
to began working for Oracle, the giant data base 
company. He focused his time there on one proj-
ect centered on prostate cancer research. During 
the end of his tenure at Oracle, Christo became 
a consultant to the National Cancer Institute and 
later decided to shift to a position with the federal 
government. He has been a federal employee ever 
since supporting clinical trials and reviewing proto-
cols for implementation at the NCI. His desire to do 
things better, faster, and more efficiently has served 
him well as he works to improve computer repre-
sentations of each protocol.

Christo moved to Kenhowe Drive in 2003 and 
got divorced in 2009. Two years later he married 
Nancy Roche in a ceremony at the Clubhouse. They 
have two children, Claire and Andreas. During the 
past year, like so many families, Christo and Nan-
cy combined their own work and their children’s 
schooling often working in four-hour shifts and then 
exchanging roles. Now the children are back in 
school though Christo and Nancy both continue to 
work from home and probably will for the foresee-
able future.

The recent past President of the Bannockburn 
Community Club, Christo built a membership script 
which helped integrate PayPal with renewal re-
minders. He continues to provide critical ongoing 
support for the Bannockburn community website. 
Using his many technical gifts, Christo has always 
found time to give to his community bringing us all 
along into the 21st century!

Krecke, of Bannockburn Drive, is NAN’s coordinator 
of block coordinators.

Andonyadis from p. 1 Minutes from p. 4

West Halbert a few months prior and inadvertently 
capped off the Clubhouse line. Due to COVID, and 
low usage of the Clubhouse, the obstruction wasn’t 
discovered until a few weeks after the Nursery 
School reopened. The Clubhouse filed some insur-
ance claims for the tree and the mold, but WSSC is 
supposed to cover damages related to the sew-
er backup and has already paid for cleaning the 
basement. Rasmussen added that while the build-
ing was undergoing cleaning, the Nursery School 
moved its classes to Glen Echo Park. That made 
Board members reflect on the importance of being 
good neighbors and solidify BCA’s commitment to 
the Park. 

Rasmussen also noted that Mike and Susie Park-
er, longtime caretakers of the Clubhouse, will be 
leaving and moving to Hilton Head, SC. BCC is giv-
ing them a severance package and a nice sendoff. 

Rasmussen also mentioned the teardown of an 
existing house on West Halbert and the subse-
quent removal of all trees from that lot. BCA Board 
Vice President Elizabeth Kellar suggested asking 
Montgomery County Council Member (D1) Andrew 
Friedson to do a walkthrough of the neighborhood 
to see if the pace of teardowns and tree removal 
could be mitigated.

A very brief discussion ensued regarding amend-
ing the BCA constitution to permit more members 
to its Board, which would have to be approved 
by the membership. In the interim, Zangwill pro-
posed that Laura Chavez, who thought she would 
be off the Board last spring due to a job transfer 
that didn’t materialize, fill the Board’s twelfth seat. 
Kellar seconded the motion and all board members 
who were physically present voted “aye.”  

GLEN ECHO EXXON
6729 Goldsboro Road Bethesda MD 20817
AUTO CARE SERVICE CENTER

301 229-8666
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For every home I sell in the Bannockburn neighborhood, I donate 
$250 to the Bannockburn Clubhouse Renovation Fund.

The most stressful time of the year is 
upon us. I’m talking about the stress of 
the holidays and the end of the year. 
Nope, not talking about COVID. Family 
gatherings may be shuttered again this 
year, so fear of COVID has dampened a 
bit. 

There are idealized images of what 
these holidays are supposed to look 
like. We see them before we think we 
should. Department stores are already 
putting up ribbons and trees and lights. 
I think the Hallmark Channel is already 
showing holiday movies. 

For some families, sadness is wrapped up in this 
season. Will this be someone’s last holiday? Is it the 
first since someone died? The second? The thirti-
eth? Amidst the egg nog and the cookies, you know 
someone is missing. It always hurts. 

Add to all that emotion, the marketing folks warn 

Amen Corner
A Recipe for Wholeness in the Holidays
By the Reverend Cricket Park, Rector
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer

us of shortages. They beg us to begin 
shopping now, adding more fuel to the 
anxiety. 

To counterbalance all of this, my priestly 
council is “stop.” Stop worrying about the 
decorations and the cookies and the shop-
ping. Stop. Wait. Listen. 

This is a holy time. Sometimes the best 
thing to do is to be still, remove your 
shoes, close your eyes, and remember 
everything you have that is intangible. I 
think of music and the joy it solicits in me. 
I think of my grandchild and the gift that 

technology is for us right now. There is the warmth 
of someone’s hand, the soft fur on a paw, and colors 
unfolding in the trees. 

Be thankful for it all. Even the grief. There is deep 
love woven throughout all aspects of life. Take the 
time to dance into that love and bid anxiety to take 
a step back. 

The Episcopal 
Church of the  

Redeemer 
In-person and Zoom Worship  

10:30am Sundays 
Masks required. 

www.redeemerbethesda.org 
 

Music at Redeemer 
November 13th at 7pm 
KASSIA Music Concert 

 
Bring nonperishable food items to the 

Manna  Food Box at Redeemer. 
Drop off anytime at the door near  

the labyrinth  on Dunrobbin Drive. 

The Rev. Cricket Park, Rector  

Geoffrey Silver, Director of Music Ministries 
6201 Dunrobbin Drive  301-229-3770 
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We are pleased to announce that Spring Show 65, 
“Bannockburn Breakout,” is now available for view-
ing on YouTube free of charge. You can access the 
video through the link https://youtu.be/SvSfat1F4xc 
or by simply going to YouTube and searching the 
term “Bannockburn Breakout.”  

To those of you who are unfamiliar with the Spring 
Show, it is an annual tradition that dates back to 
1957. It features original song parodies sung to pop-
ular tunes by a cast which includes Bannockburnians 
of all ages and talent levels. Our singers, actors, and 
dancers are always accompanied by a live band of 
first-rate local musicians.  

As was the case last year, this year’s show could 
not be performed live at the Clubhouse due to the 
pandemic, and so instead is being released in video 
format. This year’s production includes dozens of 
greatest hits performed by hundreds of performers 
over the past quarter century. If you have participat-
ed in the show in the past, take the opportunity to 
go through the numbers and look for yourself. It’s 
like playing “Where’s Waldo?” with you as Waldo. If 
you have been one of our loyal audience members, 
take a walk down memory lane, relive great times, 
and marvel about how time flies. If you are unfamiliar 
with the show, this is your chance to find out what all 
of the fuss is about. Try it, you’ll like it.

  With the holidays coming, we hope that you will 
find Spring Show 65 to be the perfect entertainment 

FREE SPRING SHOW VIDEO NOW OUT!
A word from our Bannockburn Spring Show production team

to share with friends, relatives, and neighbors. 
We are planning to schedule live outdoor viewing 
parties and will provide more details on those in 
the near future.

 As always, all funds raised by the Spring Show 
go to benefit the Clubhouse. Fans of this year’s 
version are encouraged to go to Bannockburn-
community.org/donate and make a contribution 
to our beloved neighborhood institution.  

LAW OFFICE OF BRAD KELLY, LLC 
6917 RANNOCH ROAD 

BETHESDA, MD 20817 

TELEPHONE 240.355.6593 

BKELLY@BKELLYLAW.COM 

Washingtonian Top 
Civil Defense Lawyer 

2005 -2017 

YOUR  PERSONAL  INJURY PLAINTIFF'S LAWYER
I've changed teams.  Now I'm on yours.

http://Bannockburncommunity.org/donate
http://Bannockburncommunity.org/donate
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Those of us who live in Maryland are passionate 
about nature and the outdoors: most of us consider 
ourselves “strong” or “very strong” environmental-
ists.

At no other time did we see this 
characteristic in action more than 
during the pandemic, when we 
flocked to our local parks and other 
outdoor spaces. We know that be-
ing outdoors is good for us. And, to 
better enjoy our outdoors, we need 
healthy green (and blue) spaces to 
visit.

Our elected leaders are incredibly 
committed to protecting and restor-
ing our natural resources, including 
the Chesapeake Bay and its sur-
rounding watershed, which includes 
the Anacostia and Potomac Rivers, 
and every creek, stream, forest, field, and acre in 
Montgomery County.  

Government, however, can’t do it all and can’t do 
it alone. Because the vast majority of land in our re-
gion is privately owned, regular people who use that 
land need to be involved.  

That’s where the Chesapeake Bay Trust (the Trust) 
comes in. The Trust believes that every faith institu-
tion, every school, every neighborhood association, 
and every Boy and Girl Scout Troop should have the 
power and the tools to implement practices that 
keep our natural resources healthy and restore them 
if they are not. We know that people want to do 
work to improve natural resources; they just may not 
always know how or have the means.

The Trust helps these folks by giving them money 
and technical support to do various kinds of projects 
to keep our communities and natural spaces healthy. 
Groups pose wide ranges of ideas, from litter clean-
up and prevention to conservation landscaping to 
stormwater management projects and more. The 
Trust then considers those ideas, carefully vets them, 
and awards those with merit funds that come from 
either the blue “Protect the Chesapeake” vehicle 
license plate (to order a plate, visit www.bayplate.
org), donations from the Chesapeake and Endan-
gered Species line on the Maryland state income tax 
form, partners like Montgomery County, individual 

donors, and other sources. We have about three 
times as much demand as funds available.

While local environmental organizations often 
receive grants, we love when an organization with 

a primarily non-environmental mission 
wants to undertake a natural resourc-
es project. It’s not just environmental 
professionals who want to act; it’s ev-
erybody. We are so thankful for groups 
like the Bannockburn Community Club, 
which is working on two conservation 
landscaping and stormwater projects 
with grants made by the Chesapeake 
Bay Trust and the Montgomery County 
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion.   

The specific issue the Bannockburn 
Clubhouse is focusing on is managing 
water runoff –  as we have built up our 

environment and added impervious surfaces, rainfall 
is less able to soak into the ground and instead runs 
off over the surface of the land into local streams, 
carrying with it toxins and other pollutants that dirty 
our waterways. The work done on the grounds of 
the Bannockburn Community Club will slow that 
water down and allow it to soak into the ground and 
be filtered naturally. Projects like these show that 
we can use our land but treat it right with just a little 
change in practice.

Thanks to those of you who have worked on this 
project!

The Chesapeake Bay Trust: Your Bay License Plate Dollars 
Aren’t Just for the Bay, but for Your Neighborhood, Too
By Jana Davis, PhD

Davis is President of the Chesapeake Bay Trust, 
which is headquartered in Annapolis. If you’d like to 
explore ways to give to the Chesapeake Bay Trust, 
please visit https://cbtrust.org/ways-to-give/.

http://www.bayplate.org
http://www.bayplate.org
https://cbtrust.org/ways-to-give/
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On March 16th, 2020, the Little Falls Library (LFL) 
closed its doors to patrons because of the Covid-19 
pandemic. On June 14th, 2021, after 455 days, the 
library reopened its doors.

How did the library survive the pandemic, provide 
services to patrons when the doors were closed, 
protect the health of its staff, and plan for the 
future?  To answer those questions, I talked to Eric 
Carzon, the librarian at Little Falls Library.

A lifelong Marylander, Carzon has a background 
in IT, budgeting, and library science.  Previously, he 
worked in the Montgomery County Public Library 
(MCPL) Budget Office and as the librarian at the 
Twinbrook branch. He is currently the librarian 
at both LFL and the Connie Morella Library in 
downtown Bethesda. When asked about the most 
difficult aspects of dealing with Covid, Carzon 
responded, “The fear and stress were always 
present. We were not sure we could provide 
adequate services, especially if our staff became 
sick.”

But, there was an upside to the library closure, 
as he noted: “Throughout the pandemic we’d 
get the occasional letter, post card, or note from 
some patrons – that was special.   Customers told 
us how very important the availability of library 
materials and phone service was to them during the 
pandemic.”

Staffing is always an issue with our libraries. 
Currently, LFL has several openings, including for a 
lead librarian since Carzon is serving as head of two 
libraries.

Even before the library closures, Montgomery 
County Public Libraries were trying to determine 
how to provide services with the doors closed at all 
libraries.  MCPL formulated a plan that included:

• All library items would be reserved online and 
placed outside of libraries as “Holds 2 Go,” 
with timed pickup

• Telephone service would be the primary 
interface with the public

• Returns would all be routed through the 
outdoor return box  

• Certain returns would be quarantined for 
five days before being returned to the library 
shelves

• Library staff would be required to wear masks at 
work

One unforeseen problem was the changing 
regulations as scientists learned more about the 
virus and how to protect us from it. This resulted 
in changes to library safety procedures, including 
the quarantining of return items and spacing of 
computer stations.

During the pandemic LFL fulfilled approximately 
18,500 Holds 2 Go loans and 2,120 “walk-ins” 
(where customers pulled up to the branch without 
an appointment and were served immediately, 
with staff bringing items to the table outside the 
branch). The staff answered about 480 phone calls 
per month during the pandemic. And, the number 
of people attending programs conducted by Little 
Falls staff was actually higher (around 1,000 per 
month) during the pandemic than in 2019 (around 
500 per month). One reason for this is that the LFL 
staff contribute prolifically to system-wide virtual 
children’s story times, the virtual programs with the 
highest attendance of any program type during the 
pandemic.

As a patron who frequently used LFL during 
the pandemic, I found the operations to be very 
satisfactory. Yes, the ability to browse was gone, but 
Holds 2 Go worked well and was a great solution. 
Phone help was always readily available.

 When the library reopened on June 14th, a number 
of safety measures were instituted:

• Installing plexiglass dividers at the desks

How the Little Falls Library Survived Covid-19 and Is 
Preparing for the Future 
By John Stodola

Continued p. 11

Eric Corazon at the Little Falls Library
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• Installing more self-checkout stations to limit 
person-to-person interaction

• Installing hand sanitizer stations in buildings 
• Providing masks at the front entrance
• Pausing in-person programming at the library

In addition, the library’s hours were slightly 
reduced because of the resources available.

The response to reopening was special, as Carzon 
noted, “I’d say reopening went well; people are 
very happy to be able to come into libraries again, 
and for the most part have no issues complying with 
the very basic safety measures we have in place 
(masks, sanitizer, virtual programming). And we had 
a lot of great in-person reunions with some of those 
customers as they were able to put a face to a name 
that they had been working with over the phone 
during the pandemic.”

How has LFL performed since the reopening?  It 
helps to look at the last three summer periods (late 
May through early September):

• 2019:  About 200,000 checkouts and renewals
• 2020:  About 43,000 (all via Holds 2 Go)
• 2021:  About 182,000 (mix of Holds 2 Go and in-

person)
Branch meeting rooms are now available for 

bookings by non-profits and other parties via the 
Community Use of Public Services agency – call 311 
to schedule and review the information on the MCPL 
website under the tab “services” (Collaboration 
and Meeting Rooms), which describes the process. 
MCPL continues to conduct all its programming 
virtually. Certain changes to that may occur this 
fall. Many branches have resumed some of their 
volunteer activities; this varies by branch. Donations 
of library materials have not resumed at LFL.

With the exception of Maggie Nightingale 
(Poolesville), which is being refreshed, all 
branches are now reopened to customers with no 
appointments, no capacity limits, and no social 
distancing requirements. Masks are currently 
required for the staff and patrons. 

Did you know... 

You can get the following items at the library:

• Audio books

• Digital books (in Epub, Kindle, HTML, and PDF 
formats)

• DVDs of movies, foreign films, documentaries, 
and language instruction

• Items from any County library system in 
Maryland (through MARINA, the state-wide 
inter- library search tool)

 
How do you obtain these items?  First, check the 
information on the library home page:
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/library/ 
... and go to “Books & More.”

If you need help or instruction for library services 
you do not understand, contact the LFL by calling 
240-773-9520 or by dropping in and asking one of 
the librarians on duty.

And more....
 
The library has even more services available, 
including:

• Free streaming programming through Kanopy 
and Hoopla

• Resources for kids and teens
• Guides for seniors, computer users, job seekers, 

and twelve other categories

What does the future hold for LFL?
The big news is that MCPL has replaced its 

current software (for checkout and online services) 
with a new integrated system: Koha is the library 
system and Aspen is the customer online catalog. 
They offer a more user-friendly interface as well as 
more tools for the librarians. This was a substantial 
undertaking. MARINA holds were temporarily 
stopped on September 17th, and the MCPL libraries 
had some reduced services on October 2nd in 
anticipation of the system switch on October 4th.  

MCPL will continue to work with the County to 
modify its Covid-19 safety precautions based on 
the latest scientific evidence.

We wish Carzon and his staff well! 

Stodola, of Elgin Lane, is a member of the Little 
Falls Library Advisory Committee.

Little Falls Library from p. 10

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/library/ 
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Bannockburn Cooperators, Inc.
Board Members 2021-2022
Juliette Searight, President
Ava Hillman, Vice President
Tom Holzman, Secretary/Treasurer
At Large: Margie Gustafson, Diana Keeling, Joy Lan-
ford, Nicolette Romano

 BCI owns the Clubhouse and adjoining proper-
ty as well as the two properties in the Valley. BCI has 
an agreement with BCC (Bannockburn Community 
Club) whereby BCC manages the Clubhouse proper-
ty. It also cooperates with BCC, BCA, and NAN. 
 BCI has shareholders. Residents become share-
holders of BCI either by transfer from the previous 
owner of their house or by paying a one-time $10 
fee. Shareholders can participate in major decisions 
regarding BCI property. If you have received a notice 
of eligibility or would like to check your shareholder 
status, please contact Patty Howie, pbhowie@veri-
zon.net.

Frehiwet and Yordanos Kidane moved into 6411 
East Halbert Road this summer. Originally from 
Maryland, the Kidanes are glad to be back after 
spending the last four years in London. They have 
three children: Loukas, who is a 6th grader at Pyle, 
and Yoseph and Sebenae who are 4th and 1st graders 
at Bannockburn. In moving back to the States, the 
Kidanes were interested in finding a community that 
was a good location for their work situations as well 
as closer to their extended families. Frehiwet works 
at Fort Meade, and Yordanos works in Arlington 
for an IT consulting company. They are delighted 
to have found the Bannockburn with its excellent 
schools and friendly welcoming neighbors. The 
Kidanes are currently renting their house on East 
Halbert and are very interested in becoming home-
owners in the neighborhood. PH

Vanessa White and Cecilia Briceño moved into 
6611 Rannoch Road. The couple had been living in 
the Parkview neighborhood of Washington, DC, and 
were looking for a quieter, more suburban neighbor-
hood. Vanessa, who is originally from St. Louis, is a 
friend of Randall Ingate who lives across the street 
from the new house (the two became friends when 
they worked together at the Montgomery County 
Department of Health and Human Services), and it 
was Randall who clued her in that the house was go-
ing on the market. Cecilia, originally from Venezuela, 
had been targeting Cabin John as a place to live, 
and drove through Bannockburn and fell in love with 
the neighborhood even before the Rannoch Road 
house came on the market.
   The commute is far better now for Vanessa, who 
works at the NIH as a program analyst. Cecilia is 
an economist at the World Bank who is working on 
de-carbonized transport, but she jokes that her real 
job is managing Vanessa’s deejay career. Vanessa 
likes to deejay as a hobby and loves music, partic-
ularly electronica, classical, and folk. Cecilia says, 
“Vanessa has the best play list ever. Just follow her 
on Spotify.” [Vanessa White’s playlists ]

The couple have two Silken Windhounds, Paco 
and Sumi. Cecilia, a runner, is excited to explore the 
local trails and is interested in being part of a book 
club. Vanessa says, “We are excited to be here and 
love Bannockburn’s community feeling. We just had 
Lawnapalooza [Pamela Toole and Richard Aitken’s 
band “General MacArthur and the Boulevards] right 
across the street from us.” BR

New in the Neighborhood
By Patty Howie and Beth Rogers 

COVID, for those who have the ability to work 
remotely, has spurred more domestic movement 
within the United States than any event in recent 
history. There are some in our area with second 
homes who have decided to wait out COVID in 
more rural, presumably safer, places. But there are 
others, like Anna Benefiel and John McKenzie, 
who are renting a house at 6591 Rannoch Road, 
who moved to this area precisely because they feel 
much safer here.
 The family, who arrived here with their three 
daughters, three cats, and one dog in early Septem-
ber, had been living in Dallas for the past 20 years. 
After a “thoughtful analysis,” says Anna, “we basi-

Continued p. 13

mailto:pbhowie@verizon.net
mailto:pbhowie@verizon.net
https://open.spotify.com/user/1228447184?si=b7186c7f4b3649c3&nd=1
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cally did a control alt delete and restarted. We loved 
our home and friends there but only about a third of 
the kids 12 and up are vaccinated, and we had a lot 
of friends who got COVID and it didn’t turn out well 
for them because there were no ICU beds left.”
 She continues, “What’s so nice about this area is 
that most people are vaccinated. Everyone who lives 
here is truly blessed to be here. I think this is one of 
the safest places in the world to be and it’s nice to 
feel that sense of peace as opposed to feeling terri-
fied every moment of the day.”
 Anna is the child of parents who worked for the 
Commerce Department. She was born in Germany 
and lived in Tokyo before coming to America for the 
first time in second grade, where she went to school 
in Kensington. She lived intermittently in this area 
through high school and her parents now live here 
permanently.
 It was hard to leave Dallas, where John’s family 
lives, and where people, says Anna, “are authenti-
cally kind,” but seeing school board meetings where 
some attendees tried to pull masks off teachers and 

other parents, and seeing precious resources ex-
pended to fight legal challenges to mask mandates 
in the Richardson Independent School District, Anna 
came to the conclusion that “Texas is ignoring public 
health realities” and felt she had to leave to protect 
herself and her children.
 Anna is a project manager for a company that does 
software development related to improving national 
healthcare quality. John is a partner in a law firm that 
does high-stakes litigation. Daughters Lynnlee and 
Fiora attend fourth and first grade at Bannockburn 
Elementary School, and Taj, a two-year-old, goes to 
daycare.
 “People here have been so welcoming,” says 
Anna. “There’s incredible peace of mind to feel like 
your neighbors care about you and want you to 
live.”  BR

Has someone new moved onto your street? Contact 
Beth Rogers, Bannockburn’s newcomers’ greeter, at 
bethmrogers@earthlink.net, and she will make sure 
they get an official welcome. 

Newcomers from p. 12

Welcome to the Bannockburn Community Club
Native Rain & Conservation Landscape Gardens 

     Preventing erosion

     Recharging our groundwater

                Providing habitat and food for our
                furry and winged friends, like bees,

                Keeping water away from the foundations
                of neighboring homes and businesses

                Keeping harmful pollutants, trash, and
                debris from reaching our waterways

    Avoid the use of invasive plants
    that create virtual food deserts
    
    Use regionally native plants that provide 
    food and shelter for our wildlife

    Minimize the use of supplemental 
    watering by shrinking our lawns

    Reduce or eliminate the use of
    chemical fertilizers and pesticide

    Reduce air and noise pollution by limiting
    the use of powered landscape equipment 

    Use native trees to reduce heating and
    cooling needs and purify the air

Monarch Butter�y 
(Danaus plexippus) 

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail
(Papilio glaucus), sunbathing

Woodland Phlox
(Phlox divaricata)(Asclepias tuberosa) 

A cousin to milkweed, this native 
plant is known for its ability to 
support insects and birds and 
serves as the primary caterpillar
food for the monarch butter�y. 
Bonus: deer usually do not
eat butter�y weed.  

Existing Soil

Permeable Amended Soil

Deep-Rooted Native Plants

Mulch Layer

Ponding Depth 6”-12”

Overflow

Water off impervious
roof is directed to 

the rain garden 
via the downspout

WHAT IS A NATIVE
RAIN GARDEN?

WHAT IS A CONSERVATION
LANDSCAPE GARDEN?

A native rain garden is a depression in the ground planted
with native deep-rooted plants that help absorb stormwater
runo�. When it rains, water falling on impervious surfaces
like roofs, parking lots, terraces and walkways, carries debris
and toxins downstream via our storm drains, polluting our
waterways. Our rain garden and conservation landscape
keep water from overwhelming our storm drains in a 
sustainable and natural way. 

IMPORTANT BENEFITS INCLUDE: 

     Reducing local �ooding

                foxes, squirrels, and butter�ies

This native plant provides early season 
nectar for swallowtail butter�ies and
hummingbirds. It also attracts bees 
and other pollinators and deer stay 
away. It grows from the Atlantic 
seaboard from Maine to Georgia
and across to the Midwest.

This butter�y is one of the most common and 
beautiful eastern butter�ies. Individuals can be 
found anywhere east of the Mississippi River and 
into the Great Plains states. There are also 
populations in several Mexican states. Swallowtails 
are very large insects. Their outspread wings 
can be 3 to 5.5 inches from tip to tip.

Butter�y Weed

A conservation landscape garden promotes sustainable
practices that better protect our waterways and the ecosystem.
It conserves energy, protects water quality, and prevents erosion.
When implemented on a regional scale, it creates biological
corridors that help our wildlife survive in a world where
natural habitats are disappearing at an alarming rate.

PRINCIPLES OF CONSERVATION LANDSCAPING:      

Monarchs like snacking on our delicious 
Joe-Pye weed (Eutrochium purpureum). 
This is the only butterfly known to
make a two-way seasonal migration as 
birds do. Come fall, they travel 3,000 
miles to Mexico; come spring, they 
return to North America.

A preview of the interpretive sign, currently in fabrication, that will be installed by the Bannockburn Com-
munity Club raingarden.
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Bannockburn in Action

Left to right: old friends Jake Parsky, Adam Glastris, Alex 
Papados, and Fidel Renteria reunited at Jody Myers’s house.

Lawnapalooza, September 25th

Women’s March

Left to right: Della McCahill, 
Natalie Isaac, and Kylie Hawe 
help out with the bake sale.

Shauna Simon (left) of Bannock-
burn Drive and Beth Rogers 

of Brigadoon Drive met at the 
Women’s March on October 2nd

Cosmic Monsoon plays at John Wills’s house on East Halbert Road. 

The Cooperators play at Jody Myers’s house 
on Kenhowe Drive. 
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On the weekend of October 9-10, the third annual 
Repurposed Halloween Costume Sale was held in 
the Ban-
nockburn 
Clubhouse. 
Brenda 
Laham West, 
a neighbor 
from Burning 
Tree, orga-
nized this 
sale, with 
proceeds 
benefiting 
the Club-
house. 

Linda Pettursdottir, of East Halbert Road, 
was profiled in the September/October 
2021 issue of “Bethesda” magazine. To 
view the profile, click here and scroll to 
page 225. 

Bannockburn in Action continued

Jack Rasmussen of West Halbert Road, curator of the 
Katzen Arts Center, gave a special tour for Bannock-
burn residents on October 10th of Diane Burko’s “See-
ing Climate Change” exhibit. (https://www.american.
edu/cas/museum/2021/seeing-climate-change-diane-
burko.cfm)

https://bethesdamagazine.com/september-october-2021-digital-edition/?utm_source=Bethesda%20Magazine%20%7C%20Bethesda%20Beat&utm_campaign=c5b4f32138-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_12_08_09_58_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1bbe9df5d9-c5b4f32138-104403075&mc_cid=c5b4f32138&mc_eid=adbaec6f60&fbclid=IwAR3ZrId3jIC_c6px682K4UGUDD7eEymFjhDc1tQXs1tryahC2eWDopE6idk
https://www.american.edu/cas/museum/2021/seeing-climate-change-diane-burko.cfm
https://www.american.edu/cas/museum/2021/seeing-climate-change-diane-burko.cfm
https://www.american.edu/cas/museum/2021/seeing-climate-change-diane-burko.cfm
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