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Remembering Miriam Kelty
By Ruth and Joel Kelty
 Longtime Bannockburn resident, Miriam Kelty, 
passed away on June 8th after experiencing a stroke. 
With her were her son, Joel, her daughter, Ruth, and 
both of their families, including five grandchildren.
 Born in 1938 in New York City, to parents Charles 
and Lillian Friedman, who operated movie theaters, 
Miriam grew up taking tickets, working behind the 
candy counter, and changing reels in the projector 
room. She was admitted to the prestigious school 
of Music and Art where she excelled in drawing 
and painting and became 
friends with Peter Yarrow 
from the folk group Peter, 
Paul and Mary.  
 Miriam developed her 
interests in art and psychol-
ogy at Antioch College in 
Ohio before crossing the 
Atlantic on the student 
ship, Arosa Sky and attend-
ing the University of the 
Sorbonne in Paris, France.  
Returning from Paris, she 
decided that rural Ohio was 
too pastoral and transferred 
to The City College of New 
York and earned a Bache-
lor of Arts and a master’s 
degree in psychology. In 
the doctoral program at 
Rutgers University, she 
conducted research on hor-
mones and mating behavior 
of mourning doves as well 
as research on sleep in an-
imals and people, earning 
her doctoral degree in psy-
chology and psychobiology.
 Miriam met Edward J. 
Kelty, Jr. at City College and 
they moved together to Washington, DC, in 1968. 
There she held positions at the National Institutes of 
Health and the American Psychological Association 

before returning to NIH’s Center for Scientific 
Review. There she evaluated research on child and 
adult development as well as on aging.  
 In 1986, Miriam moved to the National Institute 
on Aging where she remained Director of Extra-
mural Affairs until her retirement in 2006. At the 
Institute of Aging, Miriam oversaw a $800 million 
budget that supported scientific research on aging 
and produced important findings on improving 
quality of life for elderly people. Miriam was a 

fellow of the American 
Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science 
(1986) and a fellow 
of the American Psy-
chological Association 
(1976). 
 Miriam’s background 
in research helped her 
identify a need for 
standards to protect 
human subjects in med-
ical research as well as 
vulnerable populations 
such as developmental-
ly disabled people and 
fetuses. For many years 
she worked to develop 
and refine bioethics 
protocols and stan-
dards, the most well-
known of which was 
the Belmont Report, 
published in 1979, 
which addressed ethical 
principles for research 
with humans. She also 
founded the Inter-Insti-
tute Bioethics Interest 
Group which brings to-

gether researchers and administrators from across 
the NIH and other organizations to discuss ethical 
issues in research.

Continued p. 3

Miriam and Ed Kelty.
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Back 9 Production Team
Beth Rogers – Writer/Editor
Mike Zangwill – Design/Layout

Back 9 Contributors
Joel and Ruth Kelty
Cricket Park
Erika and Jason Spensley
John Stodola and Kathy Frankle
Susan Wexler

The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) has 
published our neighborhood’s newsletter since 
1953. The Back 9 is published monthly September 
through June and currently reaches almost 700 
households. To make sure you receive a copy of this 
newsletter, visit http://bannockburncommunity.org/
newsletter/.

Interested in submitting an article or running an 
advertisement? Please email bannockburnback9@
gmail.com. 

The opinions presented in the Back 9 are the 
authors’ own. The BCA Board neither verifies nor 
endorses the contents of this community newslet-
ter. While the editors make every effort to ensure 
published dates, times, and other information are 
correct and current, errors may occur; the editorial 
staff, authors, and the BCA Board are not liable for 
any damages that may result from readers’ reliance 
on the information published in good faith herein.

BCA Leadership 2021-2022
Mike Zangwill, President
Elizabeth Kellar, Vice President
Steven Solomon, Treasurer
Patty Howie, Historian
Tanya Sisler, Ombudswoman
Ana Rasmussen, Environment
Anne Quinlan, Secretary
At Large: Nancy Roche, Randall Ingate, Nancy 
Forden, Laura Chavez, Brian Moore, Rachel Stender, 
Ross Hurt, Leigh Rose, Kirk Claussen

Bannockburn Community Club 
(BCC)

The BCC is the 501(c)(3) organization that 
manages the clubhouse and grounds on be-
half of the BCI. As a result of this designation, 
any donations to BCC are tax deductible to 
the full extent allowable by law. 

BCC promotes, supports, and sponsors 
educational and cultural activities at the Ban-
nockburn Community Clubhouse, including 
a not-for-profit nursery school, a children’s 
summer camp, theater (including the Spring 
Show), art, music, dance, forums, lectures, 
and discussion groups.
 
Membership:
Area residents, former area residents, and 
friends of Bannockburn.
Annual Dues: 
Set by elected Board of Directors (currently 
$250 for sponsors, $50 for families and $35 
for single heads of households).
President: Susan Wexler
Treasurer: Hans Engler 
 
Contact: contact-bcc@bannockburncommuni-
ty.org

Office: +1.301.907.7600    
Long & Foster Bethesda Gateway  
4650 East West Highway   
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

CAROL STRASFELD
REALTOR® Licensed in MD & DC    
The DC Team at Long & Foster, Inc. 
Lic. #SP93396 (DC)

Mobile: +1.301.806.8871   
Email: Carol.Strasfeld@LNF.com  
Website: theDCteam.com

http://bannockburncommunity.org/newsletter/
http://bannockburncommunity.org/newsletter/
mailto:BannockburnBack9%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:BannockburnBack9%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:contact-bcc%40bannockburncommunity.org?subject=
mailto:contact-bcc%40bannockburncommunity.org?subject=
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Miriam mentored many peo-
ple, encouraging both children 
and adults and especially wom-
en to pursue their interests in 
science and public service. Her 
mentorship included career 
advice as well as advocacy for 
women and minorities in sci-
entific fields and government, 
whose broader participation she 
believed would not only bene-
fit the individual but society as 
well.   

Miriam was an enthusiastic 
host to a variety of people that 
she welcomed into her home for 
short- or long -erm stays with 
her family over the years. These 
included more than one relative 
but also near total strangers, 
including a family of Soviet dissi-
dents, a French exchange stu-
dent, and a young woman from 
the Chippewa tribe just starting 
out on her own in Washington.
 After retiring from NIH, 
Miriam re-engaged her artistic 
talents, focusing on ceramics.  
She became a fixture at the 
ceramics yurt in Glen Echo Park 
and developed a considerable 
portfolio, including bowls, vases, 
cups and other pieces glazed 

Kelty from p. 1

Miriam and her grandchildren.

Kelty family in the 70s.Continued p. 4
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with a variety of techniques from different ceramic 
traditions.

Miriam also continued her long tradition of vol-
unteerism, working with a number of local organiza-
tions on issues related to aging, science, and bio-
ethics. She was active with the Montgomery County 
Council on Aging, advocating for County policies 
and support for aging in place, and conducted 
welfare investigations and prepared re-
ports on mentally incapacitated people 
to ensure they received appropriate 
care.
 In Bannockburn, Miriam and Ed were 
active participants in the organization 
and operation of the community. Both 
were enthusiastic cast members in the 
Bannockburn Spring Show. 
 A lifelong swimmer, Miriam could 
often be found at the Bannockburn 
Pool, schmoozing with neighbors 
between laps. She also swam at the 
Bethesda YMCA where she developed 
a close-knit bunch of friends in her 
water aerobics class. After her daugh-
ter Ruth, a marine biologist, gifted her 
SCUBA diving lessons one year, Miriam 
obtained her SCUBA certification and 
volunteered seeding oysters in the Ma-
gothy River to aid in Chesapeake Bay 
water quality and habitat restoration.

Kelty from p. 3

 Miriam was also a founding member of the Ban-
nockburn Afternoon Bookclub and hosted its first 
meeting.
 Continuing her interest in aging, Miriam found-
ed Neighbors Assisting Neighbors, Bannockburn’s 
chapter of a larger “Village” movement which seeks 
to help people age at home as an alternative to 
assisted living. Miriam also co-founded the Wash-
ington Area Village Exchange (WAVE), a regional 
umbrella organization that helps local villages net-
work, learn from, and support one another.
 Miriam and Ed were members of Temple Beth El 
in Bethesda where she was an active participant in 
the morning Minyan and also served on the Taharah 
committee.  
 A gathering for remembrance was held at the 
Bannockburn Clubhouse on June 10th. Despite the 
stormy weather, more than l hundred friends and 
neighbors showed up to share stories and memo-
ries of this remarkable woman. 
 The family requests that those wishing to hon-
or Miriam contribute to Bannockburn Neighbors 
Assisting Neighbors, c/o Steve Baldwin, 6422 
Kenhowe Drive, Bethesda, MD 20817, or to the 
Bannockburn Community Clubhouse, at https://
bannockburncommunity.org/donate/.

NAN volunteers’ brunch, March 2019.

Miriam and Mike Zangwill in “Doe a Deer,” 2014 
Bannockburn Spring Show.

https://bannockburncommunity.org/donate/
https://bannockburncommunity.org/donate/
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For every home I sell in the Bannockburn neighborhood, I donate 
$250 to the Bannockburn Clubhouse Renovation Fund.

This eulogy, which I gave for Miriam Kelty, has been 
altered slightly for this newsletter. To view eulogy 
videos, visit https://youtu.be/6_pWLG8pzYU 
 

I can’t remember precisely when my friendship 
with Miriam began…I think it was more than a 
decade ago when I was a member of the Bannock-
burn Pool and had my bra stolen from the changing 
room cubbies. Shortly afterwards, Miriam had her 
bra stolen and she called me and we spent some 
time speculating as to what was happening and who 
would do such a thing. I have to say this particular 
mystery has never been solved.

Over the years we discovered we had another 
weird thing in common – we both have natural 
monovision, making us rare people in our respective 
age brackets who don’t need glasses to read.

For a while our peculiar eyesight and the bras were 
our main connection.

Then, seven years ago, I realized my mother had 
Alzheimer’s and Miriam became a font of wisdom 
that I tapped into frequently. She spent so much 
time shepherding me to various resources and help-
ing me. Once she came over on short notice and 
spent a couple hours talking with me and my sister. 
Miriam was such a calming, wise presence in the 
maelstrom of the disaster surrounding my mother.

Over the years, as my mother faded, I relied on 
Miriam more and began to think of her as my sec-
ond mother. I would often introduce her to people 
as my second mother.

Bannockburn’s Lodestar
By Beth Rogers

Guests at the celebration of life party.Ruth and Joel Kelty at Miriam Kelty’s celebration of 
life party at the Bannockburn Clubhouse.

Continued p. 6

https://youtu.be/6_pWLG8pzYU%20
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GLEN ECHO EXXON
6729 Goldsboro Road Bethesda MD 20817
AUTO CARE SERVICE CENTER

301 229-8666

Because of the pandemic I didn’t see Miriam much 
in 2020. I saw her at Lawnapalooza when her son 
Joel drove her to various venues. Sometimes she 
passed me in her car as I was walking and we would 
talk. Once my husband Mike and I went to her 
house, masked, to pick up some resource material 
after Mike reached out to Miriam for help with his 
father. 

On June 8th I sat down at my desk to call Miriam, 
to see if she was up for a visit now that we were all 
vaccinated, and to ask her a question about NAN. I 
called the house phone, where Ed’s voice is still on 
the answering machine, then called her cell phone. 
Then I looked up at my computer screen and saw an 
email that had come in from JoAnn Krecke 20 min-
utes before, stating that Miriam had died. I started 
swearing so profusely that Mike came running in 
alarm.

I’m angry that I’m not going to have that last 
conversation with Miriam, or another opportunity 
to remind her of how important she’s been to me, 
and how thankful I have been for her friendship and 
guidance. 

One thing I’ve always been fascinated with is end-
of-life issues. Not too many people have the stom-
ach for such discussions, but Miriam did. We had 
numerous conversations about the quality of life 
versus the quantity of life, about dying with dignity, 
and what our directives were for our own life’s end. 

I knew that while she was sad, she was at peace 
with Ed’s decision not to prolong his life. 

So, along with the rage and sorrow I have that I 
won’t be able to talk with her again, I also feel a 
sense of calm. Miriam was diagnosed with idio-
pathic pulmonary fibrosis years ago and knew 
she was living on borrowed time – but aren’t we 
all living on borrowed time? I had a pretty good 
sense of what Miriam’s wishes were and I know 
that for her this was probably the best way she 
could have departed Earth, with a minimum of 
suffering, surrounded by family. 

Right up to the end she kept doing the things 
she loved, many of which revolved around NAN. 

Kelty Eulogy from p. 5

Hannah, with 
her mother 
Ruth, told sto-
ries about her 
grandmother 
Miriam.

Guests were 
encouraged to 
take home a 
piece of Miri-
am’s pottery

Continued p. 7
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Bannockburn Cooperators, 
Inc.
Board Members 2020-2021
Patty Howie, President/BCA Liaison
Juliette Searight, Vice President
Ava Hillman, Secretary/Treasurer
At Large: Connie Gass, Margie Gustafson, Diana 
Keeling, Tom Holzman

BCI owns the Clubhouse and surrounding 
grounds, in addition to two small triangular pieces 
of property in the valley. It has a long-term agree-
ment with BCC for it to manage the Clubhouse 
and grounds, and it cooperates with BCC, BCA, 
and NAN on community events and issues. The 
BCI Board would like to thank the property owners 
who surround the valley for mowing the lawn and 
keeping the grounds tidy.

Residents become shareholders of BCI either by 
transfer from the previous owner of their house or 
by paying a one-time $10 fee. Shareholders can 
participate in major decisions regarding BCI prop-
erty.  If you have received a notice of eligibility or 
would like to check your shareholder status, con-
tact Patty Howie, pbhowie@verizon.net. 

She was someone who was phenomenally busy. 
Whenever I called her she was usually in the midst 
of a Zoom meeting. She enjoyed being helpful, she 
enjoyed being vital. She worked to the end, sound 
of mind, undiminished. Many didn’t know she had 
been ailing because she had just been in various 
meetings with them. 

I know many of us in Bannockburn feel unmoored 
without Miriam. She was our lodestar. She, more 
than most, was responsible for what makes Ban-
nockburn such a community. I suggest that, to 
commemorate her passing, all of us do what we can 
to strengthen the fabric of Bannockburn. It will take 
many of us to fill the hole she is leaving behind, but 
it can be done. She would be pleased with that. 
I know from living in Bannockburn 30 years and 
editing the newsletter for three, that there are many 
other often unsung heroes in this neighborhood. 
I can’t begin to enumerate how many people in 
this neighborhood are quietly contributing despite 
substantial personal challenges of their own. The 
number of people who are dedicated to this neigh-
borhood is impressive.

My suggestion to anyone reading these words 
is that the best way to honor Miriam is through 
service, whether it’s to this neighborhood or some-
where else. Get involved with something, if only 
for an hour or two. Help someone in need. Work to 
make the world a better place.

Miriam joined us for Christmas dinner in 2018.

In August 2018 we stayed at the Kelty’s home in 
Vermont a few days. This was the view at the end 
of the road. I like to think that the spirits of Miriam 
and Ed linger here, as well as in Bannockburn.

Kelty Eulogy from p. 6

Remember that NAN still needs block coordi-
nators for all or portions of these streets: Barr 
Road, Crathie Lane, East Halbert Road, Orkney 
Parkway, Rannoch Court and Road, and Wilson 
Lane.
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 Julie and Peter Siegal moved into 6507 Callen-
dar Drive. The couple had been living in Arlington 
before they began house hunting. They loved the 
idea of an established neighborhood and liked Ban-
nockburn’s woodsy feel and proximity to trails. Julie 
had some familiarity with the neighborhood since a 
colleague of hers, Zach Avallone of Wagner Lane, 
told her how wonderful it is. Peter is from Hobo-
ken, NJ, and Julie grew up in the Chicago area. 
The couple met when they were at Northwestern 
Law School and they both now practice appellate 
law. The Siegals like bicycling and golf. Peter is into 
birding. They have been hard at work landscap-
ing their yard, partially courtesy of Montgomery 
County’s RainScapes program, to add native plants, 
attract birds, and mitigate water runoff. 

Akihiko and Yumena Yokoyama moved into 
6524 East Halbert Road with their three children, 
Hana, Haru, and Ako. The family, originally from 
Tokyo, had been renting a house in the Bradley Hills 
neighborhood of Bethesda for the past four years 
until Akihiko (“Aki”), who works for the Internation-
al Monetary Fund, decided that with rents continu-
ing to increase and mortgage rates dropping, it 
made more sense to buy. Yumena started looking 
for houses online in Bradley Hills and then expand-
ed her search to include Bannockburn. They really 
love their house, with its secluded backyard. 

Haru, who just started playing baseball, finished 
out the school year at Bradley Hills but will start 
third grade at Bannockburn Elementary School, 
a short walk up “the hook” from them, where his 
sister Ako, who is into Pokémon, will start kinder-
garten. Hana, who will be entering seventh grade 
at Pyle, is interested in digital drawing and earning 
some SSL hours, hopefully within the Bannockburn 
community. The family enjoys movies, traveling, 
and biking and is looking forward to exploring new 
routes on the C&O Canal. Aki also noted that he 
is interested in motorcycles. The Yokoyamas not-
ed that adjusting to the US often felt challenging, 
particularly when trying to find professionals to help 
with home renovations. 

Marsha Ashley and Dhani Jones moved into 
6203 Bannockburn Drive from Bloomfield, MI. 
Dhani, who had a career as an NFL player, playing 

New to the Neighborhood
By Beth Rogers

most recently for the 
Cincinnati Bengals, 
grew up in Potomac 
and wanted to be back 
on the east coast closer 
to family and to work 
in sports and media. 
Marsha, who works in 
computer vision mar-
keting, grew up in a 
military family so she had a peripatetic upbringing, 
which included attending high school in Seoul.

The couple have three children: Elkan, who will be 
attending third grade, and his sister Lennon, who will 
be going into first grade at Bannockburn Elementary 
School. They are joined by Moses, who was born last 
Christmas Eve. 

The couple are excited to make Bannockburn their 
home. “I don’t think we’ve ever lived in a neighbor-
hood that felt so welcoming,” says Marsha. “We have 
gotten so many drop-offs of baked goods and peo-
ple who wanted to introduce themselves to us…and 
we used to live in the Midwest!”

Jon and Cecilia Kolkin bought the house at 6301 
West Halbert Road, which had been described for 
years as “the cow house” due to the cow statue that 
used to reside in the front yard. The Kolkins, who 
also have a house in Emerald Isle, NC, wanted to be 
closer to their two daughters, both of whom work 
at Children’s National Hospital, and only grandchild, 
almost-two-year-old Caroline, who lives in the Glen 
Echo Heights neighborhood. 

Jon, who grew up in Silver Spring, met Cecilia, 
who hails from Morehead City, NC, when he was 
a resident at Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center. 
Cecilia, who had a career in nuclear medicine, now 
spends much of her time helping out with Caroline as 
well as the children of her niece and nephew back in 
North Carolina whom she considers surrogate grand-
children. She also does a lot of volunteer work. 

Jon practiced as a hand surgeon in the Research 
Triangle area. After years spent doing international 
humanitarian work and gaining exposure to Eastern 
medicine practices, Jon became interested in new 
approaches to medicine, particularly the fundamental 
principles of living a healthier, more balanced life. 
That inspired him to pursue training at Duke Universi-
ty to become an integrative medicine health coach.

Continued p. 9

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/water/rainscapes/
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Jon is also a photographer whose photos have 
been displayed in galleries and museums world-
wide (some of his work will be exhibited this fall at 
the American Visionary Art Museum in Baltimore). 
A new book of his, Inner Harmony: Living in Bal-
ance, with forewords by the Dalai Lama and the 
Queen Mother of Bhutan, features photos he took 
over twelve years of visiting Buddhist monasteries 
in Asia. 

The Kolkins are starting to familiarize them-
selves with the high-tech features of the net zero 
house they just bought. They’ve discovered that 
even on a hot day they seldom need to turn on 
the air conditioner and that, traditionally, Pepco 
will be sending them a check. Cecilia notes that 
they feel extremely fortunate to have landed in 
such a friendly neighborhood. She appreciates 
the fact that people of all ages call Bannockburn 
home.

Has someone new moved onto your street? Con-
tact Beth Rogers, Bannockburn’s newcomers’ 
greeter, at bethmrogers@earthlink.net and she will 
make sure they get an official welcome.

New Neighbors from p. 8

The Episcopal 
Church of the  

Redeemer 
In-person and Zoom Worship  

10:30am Sundays 
Masks required. 

“Homecoming Sunday” Sept. 12 

www.redeemerbethesda.org 
Music & Archived Services on YouTube . 
Worship Links available on our website. 

 
Help your neighbor! 

Bring nonperishable food items to the 
Manna  Food Box at Redeemer. 

Drop off anytime at the door near  
the labyrinth  on Dunrobbin Drive. 

The Rev. Cricket Park, Rector  

Geoffrey Silver, Director of Music Ministries 
6201 Dunrobbin Drive  301-229-3770 

 

Amen Corner
Divine Masks
By the Reverend Cricket Park, Rector
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer

It’s only a piece of cloth. It’s 
a piece of cloth with elastic 
or ties to keep it secured 
around your mouth and nose. 
It can be disposable. It can be 
washable. Let’s face it (no pun 
intended), masks are not the 
fashion accessory we planned 
to invest in 18 months ago. 

While I’ve stopped wearing mine when I’m out-
side, it’s still a part of my wardrobe at the grocery 
store or other indoor venue. Now that the Delta 
variant is on the rise, my husband and I donned 
them at a baseball game last month. 

I’m wearing my mask for a couple of reasons. 
One, I haven’t had a cold since March of 2020. 
There is something to be said about keeping bad 
air at bay. The other is because I care. I care about 
the kids who cannot be vaccinated. I care about 
people who, despite getting their shots, are still at 
risk because of a disability. Mostly, I care about not 
infecting someone else in the outside chance that 
I might be carrying some nasty germ around even 
though I was vaccinated months ago. 

I wear my mask because my faith bids me to care 
for the common good, for the welfare of all people.

Caring for the common good is at the core of 
every faith tradition and ethical standard. Do unto 
others as you would have them do unto you. The 
Golden Rule – it’s for everyone. Vaccinations and 
masks respect others’ dignity by helping them stay 
healthy. For me, it’s the way I respect the divinity 
that lies at the heart of each individual.  Episco-
palians promise to seek and serve Christ in all 
persons, loving our neighbors as ourselves. That 
promise isn’t always easy to keep. Wearing a mask 
helps me keep it and reminds me that the person in 
the grocery store is beloved, by God and by family 
and friends. 

Sadly, we’re not going to be rid of this virus any-
time soon. We can help slow it down and we can 
love each other by wearing our masks. Let’s do this 
for the common good and healthy lives of others. 

mailto:bethmrogers%40earthlink.net?subject=
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In December of 2019 my wife, Kathy Frankle, 
retired from her career as a dentist specializing 
in endodontics. She kept her license, so she 
could volunteer at free dental clinics as she had 
in the past, such as Mission of Mercy. A little 
over a year later, keeping that license proved 
to be valuable. Kathy heard about Maryland 
Responds, a volunteer group that responds to 
natural and man-made disasters, through her 
dental society. The group was now asking its 
volunteers to help with Covid-19 vaccinations. 
Kathy was eager to help and signed up as a 
volunteer.

Maryland Responds is the Maryland com-
ponent of a nationwide volunteer organiza-
tion in the Medical Reserve Corps (MRC). 
They respond to floods, hurricanes, and, now, 
Covid-19. They recruit medical and non-med-
ical volunteers. Sign-up and training are done 
online.

As a medical professional, Kathy was vac-
cinated in January and volunteered at Arbor 
Crest Senior Apartments in February. At first 
she was used as a non-medical volunteer, but was 
then able to help with vaccinations at Quince Or-
chard High School.  Meanwhile, I, like many of 
non-medical professionals, was having a devil of a 
time getting vaccinated. I was eager to join Kathy as 
a volunteer, so I joined Maryland Responds. After I 
snagged Pfizer appointments at Six Flags in March I 
was ready to help.

Our first joint experience was at the White Oak 
Community Recreation Center.  Because of my com-
puter experience, I was asked to join the registration 
team.  Although called registration, this job was re-
ally about verification. All those coming to the clinics 
had to be preregistered and have an appointment. 

Kathy manned the observation room to check on 
those who were just vaccinated.  On that day, the 
Johnson and Johnson vaccine was administered. 
Most of the patients were Montgomery County 
employees or contractors: teachers, bus drivers, 
librarians, and more. Surprisingly, some people were 
put off by the J&J vaccine due to Internet rumors. 
Additionally, we had to turn away other people who 

had obtained invalid registrations by email and 
social media. This site, and all at which we volun-
teered, was run by the Montgomery County Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, which deserves 
much praise for the professional manner in which it 
organized and ran these vaccination clinics.  

Our next several clinics were at Richard Mont-
gomery High School. This was an ideal facility for 
a vaccination clinic. It had large rooms for vaccina-
tions and observation, a hallway that held incoming 
patients and registration, and easy access for those 
with mobility issues. This site ran very smoothly and 
typically administered more than a thousand doses 
a day. Unfortunately, illegal sharing of registrations 
on social media caused a massive jam one day, with 
two-hour waits and many folks not able to be vacci-
nated. Soon, Richard Montgomery needed its space 
back and the vaccination clinic was closed.

During the next few weeks, our schedules be-
came more complex and we missed clinic oppor-

Volunteering with Maryland Responds for 
Covid-19 Vaccination
By John Stodola and Kathy Frankle

John Stodola and Kathy Frankle volunteer to help with 
Covid-19 vaccination.

Continued p. 11
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tunities. I did manage to volunteer in registration 
at the just-opened clinic at Montgomery College 
in Germantown. I then volunteered at the Silver 
Spring Civic Building (SSCB) in downtown Silver 
Spring. The County’s appointment programs had 
matured by then and there were fewer opportu-
nities in registration. I walked into the vaccination 
room and asked one of the nurses if she needed 
help. I knew that each table had a vaccinator sup-
ported by a scribe to record the vaccination on the 
County’s software. The nurse gladly welcomed me 
since I already knew the software.  

SSCB became my primary volunteer location for 
the next several weeks. I was able to see firsthand 
how the nurses prepared the vaccine and admin-
istered the dose. At that time, the County was 
administering mostly Pfizer vaccine. The vaccinators 
had to mix the vaccine before filling the syringes. 
Each vial held six doses. As the vaccinator prepped 
the vaccine, I was busy preparing the table with 
bandages and other materials.  My primary task 
was to validate the patient, fill out their vaccination 
card, enter the vaccination data, and double check 
the data on a tablet running County software.  

The vaccinators consisted of retired doctors 
and dentists, nurses, and medical contractors. The 
scribes were mostly MRC volunteers and some 
contractors. Most of the other non-medical volun-
teers at the clinics were in the group called “flow”: 
they greeted folks, sorted out the second doses, 
guided the lines of people, handed out material, 
answered questions, and manned the observa-
tion room. Organization was key -– each table 
was crafted to carefully but swiftly accommodate 
patients. I was introduced to the other vaccinators 
and the County personnel running the clinic.

Kathy was free of her other obligations and we 
started working together at SSCB on a vaccina-
tion table in April. These days were the highlights 
of our volunteer work – not only helping out, but 
doing it as a team. We did this for several weeks 
into June. The most satisfying aspects of this were 
the expressions of joy and thanks we received from 
the patients.  

Typically, the Silver Spring facility was supported 
by 20 vaccination tables, 25 flow volunteers, and 
15 County employees. The County personnel were 
well organized, thorough, and very supportive of 
the volunteers. Our site and logistics leads kept a 
meticulous count of vaccine doses in order to not 
waste even a single dose of precious vaccine. One 
day, a patient could not be vaccinated at the end 
of the day and we had an extra dose and that dose 
was rushed to another clinic that was still open.

When we started at SSCB, the clinic adminis-
tered over 600 doses daily. This declined to under 
300 doses when more people had gotten vaccinat-
ed. The County modified its approach to include 
outreach to those who had not been vaccinated. 
In early August, Kathy and I took outreach training 
from the County.

With the Delta variant and a need for booster 
shots, as well as the recent FDA approval of the 
Pfizer vaccine, we expect to be volunteering again 
soon. 

For more information on volunteer opportuni-
ties, contact Maryland Responds at: 
https://mdresponds.health.maryland.gov/.

John Stodola and Kathy Frankle live on Elgin Lane.

Volunteering from p.10

John Stodola 
and Kathy Fran-
kle.

https://mdresponds.health.maryland.gov
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In May, Carl Kress of Brigadoon Drive, who is a 
Scout leader, connected me to Marko Peric, who was 
looking for the right Eagle Scout project. Marko is 
a member of Boy Scout Troop 233, an active troop 
since 1965, which meets at the Concord St. Andrews 
United Methodist Church. They are composed of 
boys from Bethesda and the surrounding area, and 
are part of the National Capital Area Council, which 
includes the DC metro area.

As we all know, there are many areas in and around 
our beloved Bannockburn Clubhouse that need im-
provement. The one area that seemed the right scale 
for an Eagle Scout project was the slate and wooden 
staircase leading from the top tier on the clubhouse 
grounds. The slate had become uneven and the 
handrail was worn and the steps were becoming a 
hazard.  [See before and after photos above.]

Bannockburn Clubhouse Benefits from Eagle Scout Project
By Susan Wexler

Marko and I consulted with Mike Parker, the 
Clubhouse caretaker, and we all agreed that the 
steps would be a manageable project. Mike kind-
ly agreed to assist Marko and his team of Scouts. 
The Bannockburn Community Club paid for the 
necessary supplies and Mike had them ready for 
the group. Marko gathered other Scouts and they 
completed the work, with Mike’s oversight, over a 
few days in July.

The stairs are now much safer and we are most 
grateful to Marko and his troop for making this 
contribution to the Bannockburn Community. If 
there are other Scouts who are looking for an Ea-
gle Scout project we’d be happy to discuss poten-
tial projects.

Wexler, of East Halbert Road, is President of the 
Bannockburn Community Club.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eagle Scout Marko Peric.

Before After

Boy Scout Troop 233 and Clubhouse caretaker 
Mike Parker (far right)
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Continued p. 14

Editor’s note: On the afternoon 
of June 15th, I was contacted by 
a neighbor on Brigadoon Drive, 
Erika Spensley, who texted me 
a photo [see above] of an anon-
ymous letter that was mailed to 
her address. I think Erika reached 
out to me because I’m the block 
coordinator for Brigadoon Drive, 
as well as the newcomers’ greeter 
who met with the Spensleys when 
they moved in two years ago. Needless to say, 
when I saw the image of the letter I was shocked 
and disturbed because I couldn’t fathom such 
vitriol emanating from Bannockburn, and I could 
empathize when Erika texted, “It feels a bit scary 
to be honest.”

That evening I posted a query to 
Nextdoor (https://nextdoor.com/
news_feed/?post=190741593) 
enquiring whether anyone within 
our affiliated neighborhoods had 
received similar letters, thinking 
that maybe someone just enjoyed 
writing nasty letters to people with 
Black Lives Matter signs (although 
it seems sadly obvious that the 
letter was written by someone who 
lives in Bannockburn who knows 
the Spensleys). That Nextdoor post 
received more than 300 comments, 
a few of them in support of the let-
ter writer, but the majority express-
ing similar dismay. Erika texted 
me later that night: “I am reading 
all the comments in Nextdoor. It 
makes me feel better to see all the 
support.”

Ultimately, after speaking with a 

number of people in the neighborhood, we thought 
the best way to support the Spensleys and to send 
a strong message that, yes, Bannockburn does 
believe that Black lives matter, was to come up 
with a sign specific to Bannockburn [see p. 14]. You 
may have seen some of these signs throughout the 

“We Want to Embrace the Diversity Around Us”
By Erika and Jason Spensley

Anonymous letter sent to the 
Spensley family.

Yard signs described as “disgusting” by anonymous letter writer.

https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=190741593
https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=190741593
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Embracing Diversity from p. 13

Yard signs created in response to anonymous 
letter writer.

neighborhood.  
On July 24th, after much reflection, the Spensleys 

formulated a response that was sent to the neigh-
borhood on the Bannockburn e-mail group (to join 
this group, send a query to bannockburncommuni-
ty+subscribe@googlegroups.com). Their response 
can be read below: BR

Dear Neighbors, 
  
We are the family who received this anonymous 

letter. Much thanks to Beth for giving us support, 
sharing it, and all who have commented. We were 
particularly appreciative of someone who noted 
that the reaction of a person receiving a letter like 
this may differ by their background. At first, we felt 
it best not to make this letter public ourselves be-
cause we did not want it to be about any particular 
family, plus we felt some concern for safety. But at 
this stage, we would like to clarify our intentions, in 
hope this can be constructive. Given this letter was 
sent anonymously by mail without 
a return address, we have no way 
to know who it came from, but we 
take the sender’s indication that 
they live locally at face value. We 
are respectfully sending the reply 
below in hope it reaches the sender 
and anyone who may be curious 
about our reaction. 

  
To an anonymous neighbor: 

  
We are sincerely sorry that you 

find our yard signs “disgusting.” 
We appreciate it would be hard 
to look at something that clearly 
makes you upset. Please know this 
is the opposite of our intention. 

 Our intention is for our people 
in our community to feel welcome 
and supported, regardless of our 
differences. Our yard signs are not 
intended to support any particular 
organization but express our value 
for life that is too often underval-
ued. We feel honored to live in Bannockburn and 
believe we can all be better off by being respectful 
and caring to each other. Given the growing polar-

ization of our society, we think it’s important to be 
proactive, even in small ways such as yard signs. 

  Behind our differing looks, beliefs, and prefer-
ences, we are all humans who need connection, 
safety and acceptance. We certainly don’t have the 
need or wish for anyone to move away on account 
of having differing views. We want to embrace the 
diversity around us. 

  I am not sure if you are aware that the tone of 
your letter feels threatening and disrespectful, in 
telling us to move away if we don’t share the same 
views as you do. The fact you didn’t sign this letter 
has brought fear to us, as well as a concern for the 
safety of our children and others in our neighbor-
hood. We hope we can collectively support connec-
tion over separation. 
  
With respect, 
Erika and Jason

mailto:bannockburncommunity+subscribe@googlegroups.com
mailto:bannockburncommunity+subscribe@googlegroups.com
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Bannockburn In Action

Bannockburn Elementary 
School 5th Grade 

Graduates Parade

Bannockburn Pool Concerts

Serendipitous Encounters

Posey and Terri Payne of 
Benalder Drive help write names 
in chalk along the route.

General MacArthur and 
the Boulevards, June 
26th.

24 Strings Bluegrass, July 18th. Mike Zangwill and Beth Rogers of Brigadoon 
Drive meet up with Tanya Sisler (right) of East 
Halbert Road in Siesta Key, FL, in June.

Posey Payne (left), BES bobcat 
mascot, and Irene Murad of 
Rannoch Road.

photo by Terri Payne

photo by Terri Payne
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