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Meet Your Block Coordinator, Henriette Rahusen,
Dalroy Lane
By JoAnn Krecke
In 1980, Henriette Rahusen and her family moved
into their house on Dalroy Lane intending to stay
for four or five years. Though the children have long
since grown up and moved away, Henriette is still
here. And we can’t imagine a Bannockburn without
her!
Henriette was born in The Netherlands in an old
provincial town called Deventer set on the banks of
the IJsel River. She was the middle
daughter of three girls and they
had a lovely childhood. Their
home was located on the outskirts
of town with a farm right behind
them. The girls biked to school
and spent their free time outdoors
playing on the farm. As a teenager,
Henriette played field hockey and
picked up golf.
After high school, Henriette
decided to train as a physical
therapist but she dropped out after
a year. Her parents convinced her
to obtain an executive secretarial certificate in order to be able
to earn a living. Her first job was
working at the international airport
near Amsterdam for the director of
ground services. During these years
she met Oscar de Bruyn Kops, her
husband-to-be, and, when he got a
job in Dominica with the UN Industrial Development
Organization in 1976, they decided to marry.
Three weeks after the wedding —the bride was
22, the groom 23— they were off to see the world.
Dominica, a small, mountainous island in the Caribbean filled with hot springs and covered in rainforest,
was such a different place from Holland. But Henriette quickly settled in and soon became involved in
helping out at an agricultural high school.
After two years, Oscar joined the World Bank in

Washington, DC. They lived in an apartment in DC
and their first son, Pieter, was born there in 1979.
A year later they arrived on Dalroy Lane in Bannockburn and a second son, Jan Willem, was born
in 1981. It didn’t take long for Henriette to become deeply involved in the life of the community.
She was president of the Nursery School and then
became president of both the Bannockburn Elementary School and Pyle
Middle School PTAs. She
played soccer with the
Texaco Tankers, a team
of Bannockburn women
sponsored by a local gas
station. She appeared
on stage in many Spring
Shows. And amidst all this
activity, she decided to
get her bachelor’s degree
in history. She started
part-time at Montgomery
College, and transferred
to the University of Maryland in 1991.
Her studies were interrupted when Oscar was
offered an assignment
in Indonesia from 19921995. A whole new world
of scholarship opened
up to Henriette in Jakarta. She joined a group
of volunteers updating a guidebook of Jakarta,
and assisted the ethnographic department of the
National Museum. The old inventory of the Museum’s objects was written in Dutch, so Henriette
was able to translate them into English, an early
opportunity to combine her love of history and art.
The family took the opportunity to travel throughout Indonesia and beyond to Singapore, Malaysia,
and New Zealand.
Continued p. 5
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Mark Your Calendar

BCA Board 2020-2021

Mike Zangwill, President
Elizabeth Kellar, Vice President
Steven Solomon, Treasurer
Patty Howie, Historian
Rick Pollard, Ombudsman
Ana Rasmussen, Environment
Anne Quinlan, Secretary
Nancy Roche
Bob Dohner
Randall Ingate
Nancy Forden
Laura Chavez

Wed 5/5 – The Joint Annual Meeting of All Neighborhood Organizations, 8 PM. The Bannockburn
Community Club (BCC), Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA), Bannockburn Cooperators, Inc.
(BCI), and Neighbors Assisting Neighbors (NAN)
will report to their memberships and elect new
board members. Please plan to join the virtual
meeting and learn about what’s happening in
Bannockburn! Zoom link will be sent to all members prior to the meeting.
Back 9 Production Team
Beth Rogers – Writer/Editor
Mike Zangwill – Design/Layout

Bannockburn Community Club
(BCC)

Back 9 Contributors
JoAnn Krecke
Anne Quinlan

The BCC is the 501(c)(3) organization that
manages the clubhouse and grounds on behalf of the BCI. As a result of this designation,
any donations to BCC are tax deductible to
the full extent allowable by law.
BCC promotes, supports, and sponsors
educational and cultural activities at the Bannockburn Community Clubhouse, including
a not-for-profit nursery school, a children’s
summer camp, theater (including the Spring
Show), art, music, dance, forums, lectures,
and discussion groups.

The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) has
published our neighborhood’s newsletter since
1953. The Back 9 is published monthly September
through June and currently reaches almost 700
households. To make sure you receive a copy of this
newsletter, visit http://bannockburncommunity.org/
newsletter.
Interested in submitting an article or running an
advertisement? Please email bannockburnback9@
gmail.com.

Membership:
Area residents, former area residents, and
friends of Bannockburn.
Annual Dues:
Set by elected Board of Directors (currently
$250 for sponsors, $50 for families and $35
for single heads of households).
President: Susan Wexler
Treasurer: Hans Engler

The opinions presented in the Back 9 are the
authors’ own. The BCA Board neither verifies nor
endorses the contents of this community newsletter. While the editors make every effort to ensure
published dates, times, and other information are
correct and current, errors may occur; the editorial
staff, authors, and the BCA Board are not liable for
any damages that may result from readers’ reliance
on the information published in good faith herein.

Contact: contact-bcc@bannockburncommunity.org
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BCA Board April 13th Meeting Minutes
By Anne Quinlan

The BCA Board meeting began at 8:05 pm and
was conducted via Zoom. Attendees were Mike
Zangwill, Beth Rogers, Patty Howie, Ana Rasmussen, Steven Solomon, Anne Quinlan, Randall Ingate, Elizabeth Kellar, Nancy Forden, Laura Chavez,
Robert Dohner, and special guest Richard Boltuck.
Zangwill noted that on May 10th at 7pm there will
be a ribbon-cutting ceremony for Glen Echo Park’s
Dentzel carousel to commemorate its 100th anniversary and reopening after a two-year hiatus due to
Covid and renovations to the structure where the
carousel is housed. As a Glen Echo Park Partnership
for the Arts and Culture (GEPPAC) board member,
Zangwill will be at the ceremony, which will be livestreamed on the Glen Echo Park website. You can
also find information on the history of the carousel
on this site, watch a variety of lecture series, and
make a much-needed donation to help the Park
continue to thrive.
Richard Boltuck, former BCA Vice President,
joined the meeting to discuss the crosswalk and
signal light improvements at the intersection of River and Pyle Roads which are close to completion.
Getting improvements was a journey of at least
three decades. One of the first people on record
to contact authorities about the dangers of that
intersection was Elizabeth Kellar, current BCA Vice
President, who requested safety improvements in
the mid 1990s. Boltuck started working on getting
attention to the dangers of that intersection in
the early 2000s and Rogers joined in more than a
decade ago before her daughter began walking to
Walt Whitman High School.
The decades-long worries about the safety of
that intersection for drivers and pedestrians were
borne out in the late winter of 2016 when three
members of the Macedo family died. The uproar
over those fatalities finally prompted the State
Highway Administration (SHA) to take action.
Boltuck pointed out that BCA was fortunate to have
the support of state delegate Marc Korman (D16),
who helped negotiate with the SHA and broker introductions to key officials who oversaw a redesign
of the intersection and crosswalk. Boltuck notes
that these improvements would not have happened
without the constant pressure from the BCA.

Because of BCA’s longstanding role in this effort,
Zangwill and Boltuck both strongly felt that BCA
should facilitate some sort of ceremony to commemorate the finalization of this project. Zangwill
and Boltuck volunteered to form a committee to
organize this celebration and invite government
officials, neighbors, members of the press, former
Whitman principal Dr. Alan Goodwin, and any
others who were involved in elevating this issue for
action. Boltuck also suggested dedicating the ceremony to the memory of the Macedo family whose
tragic death provided the impetus for officials to
finally take action. Zangwill plans to solicit volunteers for this ceremony at the joint board meeting
held on May 5th.
Steven Solomon, BCA Treasurer, had nothing
to report on the budget since there have been no
activities due to Covid.
Continued p. 4

Bethesda's Point
Performance Welcomes
Dr. Marc Gruner
Dr. Gruner, a Mayo Clinic
trained sports medicine
physician, is pleased to
return to serve the
Bethesda community
where he was born &
raised, offering cutting
edge services for nonsurgical orthopedic care:
New minimally invasive procedures for tennis
elbow/golfers elbow, carpal tunnel syndrome,
trigger fingers, and achilles tendonitis.
Regenerative medicine for treating shoulder,
hip, and knee arthritis.
Specialist in treating sports injuries.
For more information/appointments,
visit www.pointperformance.com,
or call 301-493-8884.
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BCA Minutes from p. 3
Rasmussen, BCA’s Environmental Chair who
also serves on the BCC Board, reported getting
another $50,000 Chesapeake Bay Trust grant for
improvements to the Clubhouse grounds. Along
with a previous grant of $50,000, the total grant
money received so far is $100,000. The purpose of
these grants is to keep runoff and pollutants from
ultimately entering the Chesapeake Bay through
the use of rain gardens and permeable surfaces.
The focus of this next tranche of money will be to
remediate the runoff from the fire road.
Kellar, who serves on the Western Montgomery
County Citizens Advisory Board, reported on the
Montgomery County Recovery Advisory Group,
established to help steer the County through the
pandemic. The County is making good progress on
inoculating its residents so the Group is now focusing on economic recovery.
Dohner announced he won’t serve on the BCA
Board any longer because he was just elected
President of the Merrimack Park Recreation Association, which runs the Merrimack Pool. Rick Pollard
also informed the Board via email that he would no
longer be serving as ombudsman. That means that
there are at least two openings on the BCA Board.
Rogers announced that the mugs and tote bags
given to newcomers are in low supply. She would
like to find items that are environmentally-friendly
and preferably made in the US. Forden and Rasmussen noted that these items weren’t particularly
necessary, and the Board agreed that this “swag”
wasn’t critical to making newcomers feel welcomed.

The meeting adjourned at 9:16 pm. The next
meeting will be Bannockburn’s annual joint meeting of all neighborhood boards (BCI, BCA, BCC,
and NAN) which all residents are encouraged to
join. This meeting, which was not held in 2020
because of Covid, will be held May 5th on Zoom at
8 pm. After a summer break, the BCA Board will
resume meetings in September.
Quinlan, of Pyle Road, serves as BCA Board Secretary.

GLEN ECHO EXXON
AUTO CARE SERVICE CENTER
6729 Goldsboro Road Bethesda MD 20817

301 229-8666

For every home I sell in the Bannockburn neighborhood, I donate
$250 to the Bannockburn Clubhouse Renovation Fund.
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Rahusen from p. 1
When the family returned to Bannockburn in
1995, Henriette was asked to help out with Bannockburn’s 50th anniversary celebrations. She went
on to become active on both the Community Club
and Pool boards. In 1998, Henriette completed her
undergraduate degree at Maryland and immediately
enrolled in a Ph.D. program at Georgetown in early
modern global history, again with art history as her
secondary field – a perfect pairing as Henriette has
always considered art as the visual counterpart to
historical records.
When Oscar became the World Bank’s country
manager in Bulgaria in 2001, they moved to Sofia
for four years while the boys were at college in the
US. Henriette spent most of that first year in The
Netherlands and France researching her dissertation, which she defended early in 2005. That spring
semester, she taught a history of technology course
at the American University of Bulgaria.
After returning to the States in 2005, Henriette
worked for a year as a visiting professor of history at Catholic University. From 2006 to 2007, she
reworked her dissertation into a book, A Spirited
Exchange: The Wine and Brandy Trade between
France and the Dutch Republic in Its Atlantic Framework, 1600-1650. In the fall of 2007, she was hired
as a part-time researcher/writer in the Department
of Northern European paintings at the National Gallery where she remains today. Most of Henriette’s
projects involve the museum’s spectacular Dutch
and Flemish Old Master paintings. Understanding
the nuances of 17th century Dutch language and
applying her background as a historian allow her

to explore a painting’s historical context, which
nicely supplements the curator’s expertise in art
history. Working at the National Gallery really is
Henriette’s dream job, utilizing her knowledge of
both art and history.
Henriette’s sons live far away now – Pieter in
The Netherlands and Jan Willem in Colorado –
and in normal times she gets to see her three
grandchildren a couple of times each year. Of
course that has been very different this past year
but Henriette hopes to see them again soon. In
the meantime, she continues to enjoy her life in
Bannockburn, competitive golf, and her other life
of art and scholarship.
Krecke, NAN’s coordinator of block coordinators,
lives on Bannockburn Drive.

CAROL STRASFELD

REALTOR® Licensed in MD & DC
The DC Team at Long & Foster, Inc.
Lic. #SP93396 (DC)

Mobile: +1.301.806.8871
Email: Carol.Strasfeld@LNF.com
Website: theDCteam.com
Oﬃce: +1.301.907.7600
Long & Foster Bethesda Gateway
4650 East West Highway
Bethesda, Maryland 20814
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April 10 Cleanup
by Beth Rogers

The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) sponsored
a cleanup around the American Legion Bridge on
April 10 as part of a larger Potomac River watershed
cleanup. Turnout for the event, which was cancelled
last year, was at a record high. BCA Board members

Bannockburn Cooperators,
Inc.

Randall Ingate, Anne Quinlan, and Beth Rogers
participated and were joined by other Bannockburnians including Amy Maron and former BCA Board
member, Ken Kuehn. At least 40 bags of trash were
removed.

The Episcopal
Church of the
Redeemer

Board Members 2020-2021
Patty Howie, President/BCA Liaison
Juliette Searight, Vice President
Ava Hillman, Secretary/Treasurer
At Large: Connie Gass, Margie Gustafson, Diana
Keeling, Tom Holzman

www.redeemerbethesda.org
Sundays on Zoom
Adult Forum (9a),
Family Worship (10a),
TheFIVE (5p)

BCI owns the Clubhouse and surrounding
grounds, in addition to two small triangular pieces
of property in the valley. It has a long-term agreement with BCC for it to manage the Clubhouse
and grounds, and it cooperates with BCC, BCA,
and NAN on community events and issues. The
BCI Board would like to thank the property owners
who surround the valley for mowing the lawn and
keeping the grounds tidy.
Residents become shareholders of BCI either by
transfer from the previous owner of their house or
by paying a one-time $10 fee. Shareholders can
participate in major decisions regarding BCI property. If you have received a notice of eligibility or
would like to check your shareholder status, contact Patty Howie, pbhowie@verizon.net.

Monday through Friday
Morning Prayers via conference call
508-924-1769
Compline (Night Prayers) via Zoom
Music & Archived Services on YouTube
The Rev. Cricket Park, Rector
Geoffrey Silver, Director of Music Ministries
6201 Dunrobbin Drive 301-229-3770
office@redeemerbethesda.org
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New to the Neighborhood
By Beth Rogers

Mia and Jeremy Marcus moved to 6404 East Halbert from the Springfield neighborhood of Bethesda.
They had been looking for a house with more space so
that their twins Lily and Eva, who are finishing up fifth
grade at Wood Acres Elementary, would not have to
share a bedroom. They also have a son, Nathan, who
will be starting Whitman in the fall.
Jeremy grew up in the area and graduated from
Wootton High School. Mia’s mother is Israeli and her
father is British so she grew up in Israel, England, and
the States and speaks perfect Hebrew. The couple
met during medical school in Rochester, NY, then lived
in Boston before moving to the Washington area to be
closer to Jeremy’s parents. Jeremy works as a kidney
specialist and Mia is a primary care physician.
Jeremy says about Bannockburn, “Everyone has
been great here. Springfield was much more formal.
People tended to keep to themselves.” He adds that
the debate over the development at the Westbard
Shopping Center further divided that neighborhood.
Mia notes that she was already familiar with Bannockburn before they decided to buy their house
because they have friends in the neighborhood.
Additionally, for the past year, she had been driving
to the Bannockburn Pool to patronize the food trucks
organized by Tanya Sisler (also of East Halbert Road).
Jeremy says, “It’s ironic that we moved about a block
away from the food trucks.”
The family has felt amply welcomed to Bannockburn. Ace Funk, Sisler’s partner, brought bread. Other
neighbors swung by with cookies and wine. Mia notes
that she is excited to see a Spring Show performed
live, and that she has already watched some of the
videos. As an avid runner, she enjoys jogging along
MacArthur Boulevard.
John Hoggard and Elena Sanz moved into 6303
Bannockburn Drive in late December from Manhattan
where Sanz taught dentistry at Columbia University
and John worked with the British Consulate. John is
now working in economic development for the British
Embassy where he is helping healthcare and pharmaceutical companies facilitate partnerships with the
United States. Elena works as a periodontist in North-

ern Virginia. They had explored various suburbs
close to her work and settled on Bethesda for its
schools. Also, adds John, “We liked the feel of this
area. When we were looking for a house we noticed
all the Biden-Harris signs here and felt comfortable.”
The couple have three daughters, Maia, one,
Claire, four, and Lea, six. The family has signed up
Claire for the Bannockburn Nursery School and they
have joined the Bannockburn Pool.
Elena is from Valencia, Spain, and would love to
be connected to people in the neighborhood who
speak Catalan. The family has a Chinese nanny
which means the kids are trilingual. Elena is looking to find other Chinese-speaking children in the
neighborhood for her daughters to play with.
Has someone new moved onto your street? Contact
Beth Rogers, Bannockburn’s newcomers’ greeter, at
bethmrogers@earthlink.net and she will make sure
they get an official welcome.
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