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Meet NAN’s Coordinator of  Block Coordinators, 
JoAnn Krecke
By Beth Rogers

In the 1950s, when JoAnn Krecke was living in 
Greenup, a small town in northeastern Kentucky, the 
poet laureate of that state, Jesse Stuart, who had 
also grown up in Greenup, presented a slide show 
at a local church of a trip he took to Europe. The 
images sparked a desire in Krecke to travel and learn 
about the world. One slide in particular that Krecke 
can still see in her mind with Kodachrome clarity was 
of a pile of cheeses being sold in 
Amsterdam. Little did she imagine 
what adventures would lie ahead 
for her and that life would take her 
to every continent but Antarctica 
and Australia. 

Krecke’s father was the manager 
of an explosives company whose 
manufacturing facilities required it 
to be located away from popula-
tion centers. When she was a teen 
the family moved to Allentown, 
PA, and then Krecke attended 
nearby Muhlenberg College for 
two years, commuting from home. 
She majored in English literature 
and secondary education “which 
is what a lot of women did in 
those days.” Wanting to be more 
independent and live away from 
home, she applied to the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania. After what she 
thought was a positive interview, UPenn rejected her 
claiming it didn’t have enough dorm space for wom-
en. “It was a disappointment, because I really wanted 
to go there,” recalls Krecke. “They would never do 
that now. You couldn’t tell people they wouldn’t be 
admitted simply because there is no place to live.” 
She wound up transferring to Penn State in her junior 
year. 

After graduating in 1964, Krecke applied to the 
Peace Corps. She had been interested in the Corps 

ever since John F. Kennedy mentioned it in his 
inaugural address. She was accepted to the pro-
gram and assigned to Ethiopia. Prior to leaving 
the States she underwent training in Los Angeles 
and learned Amharic. Los Angeles was a bit of a 
culture shock since she had lived in mostly rural 
areas. That shock was inevitably dwarfed by the 
sights she would see in Ethiopia. 

The Peace Corps was 
where she met her hus-
band-to-be, Dave. Like 
JoAnn, he had been 
inspired by Kennedy to 
join, but this time during 
a campaign speech in 
Ann Arbor, MI, where 
the concept of the Peace 
Corps is reported to have 
been born. 

In Ethiopia, Krecke 
taught English for two 
years. She lived in Addis 
Ababa for a while then 
was moved to a small 
town about 40 kilometers 
away. Krecke, who had 
never traveled outside the 
US before, was struck by 
Ethiopia’s overwhelming 
poverty, but at the same 

time she soaked up new experiences and discov-
eries. As she notes, living somewhere long-term 
is a very different experience from visiting. And, 
of course, more than 50 years ago there was no 
FaceTime or email. Letters and magazines were 
always about two weeks behind. Just making a 
transatlantic call required planning. With no umbil-
ical cord to the States, Peace Corps volunteers had 
to immerse themselves in their local communities 
quickly, which Krecke believes was a good thing.   

Continued p. 5

https://www.peacecorps.gov/about/history/founding-moment/
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Back 9 Production Team
Beth Rogers – Writer/Editor
Mike Zangwill – Design/Layout

Back 9 Contributors
Erin McCahill
Cricket Park
Steven Solomon
Mike Zangwill

The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) has 
published our neighborhood’s newsletter since 
1953. The Back 9 is published monthly September 
through June and currently reaches almost 700 
households. To make sure you receive a copy of this 
newsletter, visit http://bannockburncommunity.org/
newsletter.

Interested in submitting an article or running an 
advertisement? Please email bannockburnback9@
gmail.com. 

The opinions presented in the Back 9 are the 
authors’ own. The BCA Board neither verifies nor 
endorses the contents of this community newslet-
ter. While the editors make every effort to ensure 
published dates, times, and other information are 
correct and current, errors may occur; the editorial 
staff, authors, and the BCA Board are not liable for 
any damages that may result from readers’ reliance 
on the information published in good faith herein.

BCA Board 2020-2021
Mike Zangwill, President
Elizabeth Kellar, Vice President
Steven Solomon, Treasurer
Patty Howie, Historian
Rick Pollard, Ombudsman
Ana Rasmussen, Environment
Anne Quinlan, Secretary
Nancy Roche
Bob Dohner
Randall Ingate
Nancy Forden
Laura Chavez

Bannockburn Community Club 
(BCC)

The BCC is the 501(c)(3) organization that 
manages the clubhouse and grounds on be-
half of the BCI. As a result of this designation, 
any donations to BCC are tax deductible to 
the full extent allowable by law. 

BCC promotes, supports, and sponsors 
educational and cultural activities at the Ban-
nockburn Community Clubhouse, including 
a not-for-profit nursery school, a children’s 
summer camp, theater (including the Spring 
Show), art, music, dance, forums, lectures, 
and discussion groups.
 
Membership:
Area residents, former area residents, and 
friends of Bannockburn.
Annual Dues: 
Set by elected Board of Directors (currently 
$250 for sponsors, $50 for families and $35 
for single heads of households).
President: Susan Wexler
Treasurer: Hans Engler 
 
Contact: contact-bcc@bannockburncommuni-
ty.org
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   The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) Board 
found ways to maintain activity throughout the 
pandemic. We learned to use the Zoom meeting 
space and continued to represent the needs of the 
Bannockburn community. Our top priority this year 
was improving the safety of our residents. 
   The BCA thanks all our members who contin-
ued to, throughout the pandemic, patronize local 
businesses and generously donate to community 
resources including the Bannockburn Clubhouse, 
NAN, Glen Echo Park, and Clara Barton Community 
Center. These resources help make Bannockburn a 
great place to live. 

Board Member Update
Three of our board members are stepping down: 

Laura Chavez, Rick Pollard who served as ombuds-
man, and Bob Dohner who has been tapped as the 
next President of the Merrimack Pool Board. The 
remaining board members have agreed to continue 
on next year: Mike Zangwill, Elizabeth Kellar, Anne 
Quinlan, Beth Rogers, Randall Ingate, Ana Rasmus-
sen, Steven Solomon, Nancy Forden, Nancy Roche, 
and Patty Howie.

The Board will be joined next year by Leigh 
Rose of Callander Drive, Brian Moore and Rachel 
Stender of Rannoch Road, Kirk Claussen of West 
Halbert Road, and Ross Hurt of Brigadoon Drive. 
Tanya Sisler of East Halbert Road will be the Board’s 
ombuds woman. 

Recent Events
On April 10, Beth Rogers led a BCA Board-spon-

sored cleanup around the American Legion Bridge 
in conjunction with the Annual Potomac River Wa-
tershed cleanup. 

On May 1, I represented the Bannockburn com-
munity at the ceremony at the grand reopening 
of the Glen Echo Carousel. (Bannockburn has a 
position on the Glen Echo Park Board to honor its 
long-standing relationship with the Park.) This year 
marks the 100th anniversary of the carousel’s instal-
lation. (See photos of the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
with local leaders on page 8.)

BCA President’s Annual Report 2020-2021
By Mike Zangwill

This Year’s Highlights
In October the BCA launched a redesigned 

website at www.bannockburncommunity.org. We 
recognize Beth Rogers for her work and leadership 
in updating and editing portions of the new site, Ju-
liette Searight and David Evans for taking the pho-
tographs of the Clubhouse on the website banner, 
and Christo Andonyadis for continuously assisting 
with technical details. We are currently working with 
our webmaster on installing the membership and 
donation features. 

We congratulate BCA board member and envi-
ronmental chair Ana Rasmussen who, along with 
Susan Wexler and Hans Engler of the BCC, won a 
second grant of $50,000 from the Chesapeake Bay 
Trust for much-needed stormwater management 
along the former fire road at the Bannockburn Club-
house.

Officer Dana Stroman, Montgomery County Com-
munity Services Officer for our district (District 2), 
joined the BCA Board January meeting. The BCA 
spoke with Stroman about the robberies and bur-
glaries that occurred at Glen Echo Pharmacy and 
the 7-Eleven to see if there was anything the com-
munity could do to help prevent further break ins. 
(For more information, read Randall Ingate’s article 
in the February Back9.)

The BCA responded to the proposal by Governor 
Hogan to expand the I-495 and I-270 and add toll 
lanes. BCA Board Vice President Elizabeth Kellar 
conducted a survey of BCA members to gather in-
formation on telework and environmental questions 
with an eye to the impact of the highway expan-
sion. We learned that 59% of respondents were 
teleworking every day in October and that 24% 
expect to remain full-time teleworkers after COVID 
while 32% expect to telework a few times a week. 
Respondents said their top issues were to minimize 
neighborhood traffic, enforce speed limits, support 
safe ways for children to walk or bike to school, 
seek progressive transportation alternatives, protect 
parks, limit runoff related to the highway expansion, 
and maintain the Bannockburn Valley.  

The BCA expanded support for our local resourc-
es. At the October BCA meeting, Patricia Barber, 
then Director of Development of the Canal Trust, 
joined us to give an overview of its mission and 

Continued p. 4

http://www.bannockburncommunity.org
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programs. Canal Trust, a partner to the C&O Canal 
National Historical Park, rents the lockhouses and 
maintains the canal towpath. The BCA voted to add 
the Trust to the voluntary donation list in our mem-
bership form. (For more information, see the article 
in the November 2020 Back9.)

Willem Polack, the Mayor of the town of Glen 
Echo, joined us at the BCA February meeting to talk 
about the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority’s (WMATA) removal of sections of the 
120-year-old trolley trestle which formerly connect-
ed Glen Echo with Georgetown. The trestles, which 
are on the south side of MacArthur Boulevard near 
Wilson Lane, are structurally compromised and con-
sidered to be dangerous. The equipment staging 
and removal will have a major impact on both Glen 
Echo and Bannockburn. At that meeting we were 
informed that many trees would be felled and the 
access to the towpath at the one lane bridge would 
be closed for at least six months. In light of the 
strong objections to these plans, discussions are on-
going and the project is in a state of flux. (For more 
information, see my article in the March Back9.) 

The BCA wrote a letter of support for the Town of 
Glen Echo towards their efforts in winning a grant 
for a stormwater management study. Originally the 
effort was tied to the Bannockburn CBT proposal.

BCA Action in Improving Pedestrian Safety 
The BCA submitted a position paper to the Mont-

gomery County Department of Transportation (MC-
DOT) in support of filling in gaps on the sidewalk 
on Kenhowe Drive to accommodate all pedestrians, 
but particularly children who are walking to the pool 
and school. BCA board member Nancy Roche leads 
the Kenhowe Drive sidewalk campaign and there 
has been no action from MCDOT thus far. 

In August, pedestrian safety was greatly improved 
with a new section of sidewalk at the bus stop at 
7100 Wilson Lane. Elizabeth Kellar was instrumental 
in leading this effort. (For more information, see 
Tom Kodiak’s article in the November 2020 Back9.)

We were joined by former BCA Vice President 
Richard Boltuck at the April BCA meeting. He gave 
us an update on the progress of the River Road 
safety improvements at the back entrance of Whit-
man High School. The construction, a two-year 
process, is nearing completion. Left turn signals at 
Braeburn Parkway and a pedestrian-activated light 

For every home I sell in the Bannockburn neighborhood, I donate 
$250 to the Bannockburn Clubhouse Renovation Fund.

President’s Report from p. 3

at the crosswalk have been installed but not yet 
made operational. 

Bannockburn’s effort for improving safety for our 
Whitman High School students and those who cross 
River Road started about 25 years ago. The neigh-
borhood’s pleas for increased safety were ignored 
by SHA until late winter of 2016, when three people 
died. Boltuck was involved early on and steered the 
delegation that negotiated with SHA for a major 
overhaul of the intersection. At the April meeting, 
Boltuck discussed plans for a dedication celebra-
tion. A ribbon-cutting ceremony will happen on 
the median strip followed by a reception at the 
Bannockburn Clubhouse. The date still needs to be 
set. Hopefully, it can coincide with the first week of 
school in September.
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The Kreckes returned to the States in 1966, settling 
in the Detroit area where Dave had grown up, and 
got married. Dave had applied to the Foreign Ser-
vice but in the interim he taught and worked during 
the summer on a Ford Motor Company assembly 
line while JoAnn worked in a Head Start program. 
In the summer of 1967, racial tensions sparked a 
two-day riot in Detroit, culminating in the death of 
43 people and an occupation by the National Guard 
and US Army troops. The riot was one of the most 
destructive in American history. “Detroit has never 
really recovered,” says Krecke. “It looked like a war 
zone. It was pretty depressing.” 

By September of 1967 they had twins, Tim and 
Jennifer, and a month later the family moved to 
Arlington, VA. Dave had passed the Foreign Service 
test. He was given language training to prepare for 
an assignment in Thailand. The Kreckes then moved 
to Thailand in the fall of 1968 where Dave worked 
for the US Information Agency. A third child, Chris, 

Krecke from p. 1
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was born in Bangkok in late spring of 1969. 
Thailand was great for raising kids, says Krecke, 

and the family spent most of its seven years 
there living in Bangkok. The Kreckes also lived 
in a smaller town near the Laotian border, Khon 
Kaen, for a few months. Even though they were 
living in Thailand during the heart of the Vietnam 
War, they saw scant evidence of conflict, although 
Krecke notes that Bangkok was a big R&R des-
tination for American soldiers. She even visited 
Laos, which would become the world’s most heav-
ily-bombed nation, with her mother-in-law. Only 
when the family went to the beach in Pattaya 
could they see jets taking off to bomb Vietnam. 

Thai is thought to be a hard language for adults 
to learn, since it is so reliant on a range of tones. 
By the end of their seven years in Thailand, notes 
Krecke, Jennifer had gotten fluent because she 
played with the kids in the neighborhood. She 
even had dialogue that Dave didn’t have – namely 
swear words. 

The Kreckes left Thailand in 1975 and would 
revisit it 21 years later to find it almost unrecog-
nizable. Krecke recalls, “It was such a strange 
experience. Bangkok had grown so much there 
were no landmarks left that I knew.”

 When they returned to the States to the Wash-
ington area, the Vietnam War had just ended. The 
family lived in a hotel until they found the house 
in Bannockburn on Bannockburn Drive, choosing 
Bethesda because they knew the school system 
was good. Their real estate agent parked in front 
of the house and said, “Here comes a neighbor, 

Krecke in Ethiopia, 1966.

Continued p. 6
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let’s ask her about the neighborhood.” 
The agent rolled down the car window, 
recalls Krecke, and called out, “These 
people are thinking about buying a house 
here, what can you tell me?” The woman 
responded, “If you get sick, the soup will 
come.” The Kreckes were sold. The house 
the Kreckes bought, adjacent to the drive-
way to the Clubhouse, was small for a fam-
ily with three children (particularly in the 
context of what people consider essential 
today), but, says Krecke, “we loved the 
neighborhood, and the school and pool 
were within walking distance.” 

For the next seven years the family lived 
in Bannockburn. During that time Krecke 
got a master’s degree in social work from 
Howard University. In 1983, the Krecke’s 
fourth child, Emily, was born. With at least 
a 14-year age gap between the other kids, 
Emily ended up being parented by everyone. Short-
ly after Emily was born the family moved to Bonn, at 
that time the capital of Germany. All the older kids 
graduated from an international high school there. 
“I loved living there,” says Krecke. “We were able to 
explore much of Europe,” she says, including, about 
30 years after seeing that slideshow in Greenup, 
Amsterdam.

In 1987 the Kreckes had a direct transfer to Liberia 
which was quite a change from Germany. In Monro-
via they lived across the street from the US Embas-
sy in a compound that had once been part of the 
Firestone Rubber Company. In 1990 a civil war broke 
out. Krecke had been teaching high school English 
and hearing rumors about rebel groups approach-

Krecke from p. 5

ing Monrovia, and had about ten hours to wrap up 
her classes. She left with the kids and Dave stayed 
behind until August of 1990 as the compound was 
filling up with Liberians seeking refuge from rebel 
factions. 

 The family’s last assignment was in India from 
1992 to 1996. They lived in New Delhi, traveling 
there with only Emily. “It was probably the most fas-
cinating assignment we had. I really loved it there,” 
says Krecke. Dave was the cultural attaché “so we 
got to meet a lot of really interesting people. India 
is so diverse and so interesting. India is so unique. It 
is so spectacular and colorful.” The family was for-
tunate enough to explore much of India using hired 
drivers. “Now there’s a subway in New Delhi, which 
is hard to believe,” she marvels. Although she never 
revisited India, Krecke still holds that country in her 
heart and keeps in touch with people she met there 
who are part of a book group that focuses on Indian 
authors. The group recently read Aatish Taseer’s 
The Twice-Born: Life and Death on the Ganges.

 Dave retired from the Foreign Service in 1996 and 
the Kreckes have done very little traveling since 
then, other than a trip to Ireland. The family has 
been plagued by some health issues, many sur-
rounding Tim who died in 2019. Krecke notes that 
she really misses traveling, which is of course harder 
to do in the context of the pandemic. One place 

Office: +1.301.907.7600    
Long & Foster Bethesda Gateway  
4650 East West Highway   
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

CAROL STRASFELD
REALTOR® Licensed in MD & DC     The 
The DC Team at Long & Foster, Inc. 
Lic. #SP93396 (DC)

Mobile: +1.301.806.8871   
Email: Carol.Strasfeld@LNF.com  
Website: theDCteam.com

Krecke with her students, Ethiopia, 1966.

Continued p. 7
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Krecke from p. 6

she would love to see is Machu Picchu.
 When the family returned to Bannockburn, Krecke 

put her social work degree to use by getting a job at 
Aging Network Services as a geriatric care manager, 
where she spent much of her day driving around 
to work with seniors. She then worked as a social 
worker in the nursing home section at the Methodist 
Home on Connecticut Avenue. She retired in 2008 
primarily to take care of Jennifer’s son Matthew, 
who lives in Falls Church.  

 After Krecke retired she 
got involved with NAN 
(Neighbors Assisting Neigh-
bors). “I had already been 
working with older people 
and helping them stay in 
their homes, so I knew this 
was something I could do 
in the community,” she 
explains. She also wanted 
to feel more connected to 
the community. Her peripa-
tetic days are over and her 
roots are now firmly fixed, 
which is fine with Krecke: 
“Bannockburn really feels 
like home to me. I love it 
around here because there’s 
so much to do here and the 
people are so diverse. I’m 
very satisfied here.”

 NAN was started in 2007 by Helen and Bob Pe-
likan of Bannockburn Drive, who wanted to formal-
ize a system to help Bannockburn’s elderly better 
age in place. “Helen said we should start a series of 
profiles of block coordinators for the newsletter, and 
that was never executed, so now I am finally follow-
ing through,” Krecke says, referring to her recent 
commitment to profile block coordinators for this 
newsletter. Krecke likes writing the profiles: “You 
think you know people, and then you find all these 
interesting things about them. I really enjoy doing 
it.” She profiled upper Bannockburn Drive’s block 
coordinator Helene Granof, whom she had known 
for decades, for the April issue of this newsletter, 
and still discovered new things about her. 

 What Krecke, who now serves as NAN’s coordina-
tor of block coordinators, enjoys most about volun-
teering with NAN is driving people places “because 

you get to know people that way and I have gotten 
to know people I wouldn’t have otherwise met. 
It’s been a lot of fun.” She notes that she enjoyed 
NAN’s excursions to luncheons and museums. Now 
that everyone is getting vaccinated, NAN expects 
to get its driving program going again. 

Interestingly, Krecke and NAN President Miriam 
Kelty of Selkirk Drive, a former associate director 
of the NIH’s National Institute on Aging, both have 

deep expertise in senior 
care and concerns, which 
makes Bannockburn’s 
homegrown “village” 
program truly profession-
al grade. However, this 
experience is definitely 
not a prerequisite to 
serve as a NAN volun-
teer. The most important 
requirement for being a 
block coordinator, says 
Krecke, is just being a 
good neighbor – knowing 
everyone who lives on the 
block and being aware of 
anyone with any special 
needs.
“I think that NAN has 

built on a prevailing cul-
ture that already existed 

in Bannockburn, like ‘the soup will come’,” reflects 
Krecke. “I think Bannockburn is a very unique 
neighborhood and that people take care of each 
other here. When I read [March ’21 Back9] about 
the woman on Crathie Lane [Karin Tuerlinckx] and 
how people helped her when she was sick, it wasn’t 
done through NAN or any formal organizations, it 
was done through friends. Prior to NAN there has 
always been an extension of something that was 
already here – a caring attitude.”

NAN still needs block coordinators to serve on all or 
portions of these blocks:
Ayr Lane, Barr Road, Crathie Lane, East Halbert 
Road, Orkney Parkway, Rannoch Court, Rannoch 
Road, and Wilson Lane. To volunteer, please reach 
out to JoAnn Krecke at dandjkrecke@verizon.net.

Krecke sits on the bench commemorating her son 
Tim on the grounds of the Clubhouse.

mailto:dandjkrecke@verizon.net


Back 9Back 9TheThe BANNOCKBURN BANNOCKBURN June 2021June 2021

8

The Glen Echo Park Carousel was reopened after 
two years of being shut down for roof repair and 
then Covid. On May 1st a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
celebrated the reopening. As Bannockburn’s com-
munity representative on the Glen Echo Park Board, 
I was asked to participate in the inaugural carousel 
ride. Congressman Jamie Raskin and many of our 
county and state leaders were present. This year 
marks the 100th anniversary of the Dentzel carou-
sel installation. The carousel is up and running but 
reservations are required. For more information go 
to https://glenechopark.org/carousel.

Re-opening Ceremony for Glen Echo Park’s Carousel
By Mike Zangwill

The rose horse wins the favorite animal to ride contest.

Mike Zangwill and Congressman Jamie Raskin.

Ribbon-cutting ceremony featuring local VIPs. County Executive Mark Elrich and Mike Zangwill 
pose after the inaugural carousel ride.

GLEN ECHO EXXON
6729 Goldsboro Road Bethesda MD 20817
AUTO CARE SERVICE CENTER

301 229-8666

 https://glenechopark.org/carousel
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Bannockburn Cooperators, 
Inc.
Board Members 2020-2021
Patty Howie, President/BCA Liaison
Juliette Searight, Vice President
Ava Hillman, Secretary/Treasurer
At Large: Connie Gass, Margie Gustafson, Diana 
Keeling, Tom Holzman

BCI owns the Clubhouse and surrounding 
grounds, in addition to two small triangular pieces 
of property in the valley. It has a long-term agree-
ment with BCC for it to manage the Clubhouse 
and grounds, and it cooperates with BCC, BCA, 
and NAN on community events and issues. The 
BCI Board would like to thank the property owners 
who surround the valley for mowing the lawn and 
keeping the grounds tidy.

Residents become shareholders of BCI either by 
transfer from the previous owner of their house or 
by paying a one-time $10 fee. Shareholders can 
participate in major decisions regarding BCI prop-
erty.  If you have received a notice of eligibility or 
would like to check your shareholder status, con-
tact Patty Howie, pbhowie@verizon.net. 

Documentary Featuring the 
Glen Echo Park Carousel to 
Air on WHUT

In celebration of the Glen Echo Park carousel’s 
100th anniversary, local PBS station WHUT will 
broadcast the 2005 documentary, Carousel of 
Memories, on Sunday, June 20 at 5 p.m. and 
Tuesday, June 29 at 9:30 p.m. Produced by local 
filmmaker Cintia Cabib, Carousel of Memories 
explores the historical significance of Glen Echo 
Park’s 1921 Dentzel carousel and its many roles 
over time: from a beloved amusement park ride, 
to a site of civil rights protests, to a fully restored 
work of art that continues to delight Park visitors. 
To watch a clip and learn more about Carousel of 
Memories, visit https://cintiacabib.com/film/carou-
sel-of-memories/.

Bethesda's Point
Performance Welcomes

Dr. Marc Gruner
Dr. Gruner, a Mayo Clinic
trained sports medicine
physician, is pleased to
return to serve the
Bethesda community
where he was born &
raised, offering cutting
edge services for non-
surgical orthopedic care:

New minimally invasive procedures for tennis
elbow/golfers elbow, carpal tunnel syndrome,
trigger fingers, and achilles tendonitis.
Regenerative medicine for treating shoulder,
hip, and knee arthritis.
Specialist in treating sports injuries.

For more information/appointments,
visit www.pointperformance.com, 
or call 301-493-8884.

https://cintiacabib.com/film/carousel-of-memories/
https://cintiacabib.com/film/carousel-of-memories/
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Andrew Eagle of Elgin 
Lane will be attend-
ing the University of 
Virginia. This fulfills 
his lifelong dream of 
becoming a Cava-
lier. His parents both 
attended UVA and 
Andrew has been 
raised as a Wahoo 
sports fan. Andrew was 
at the 2019 UVA bas-
ketball team’s NCAA 
championship game in 
Minneapolis and hopes 
that he will see another national victory during his 
time in Charlottesville. He plans to major in finance. 
Andrew’s twin sister, Anna, will be attending the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. Anna is excited 
to experience Midwestern hospitality and is espe-
cially looking forward to attending Big Ten football 
tailgates and games. She is a direct admit into the 
education school where she plans to major in ele-
mentary education. 

Reuben Kuykendall Stoll 
of East Halbert Road will be 
attending Juniata College in 
Huntingdon, PA. He is very 
excited to be joining the Ju-
niata lacrosse team in its first 
season as an official team.

Bella Learn, of Wilson Lane, 
will study history at New York 
University. Her parents, Peter 
Learn and Kara Myers, say 
they can’t wait to visit NYC 
and crash on her dorm floor.

James Aitken, of Rannoch Road, 
will attend Colorado State Universi-
ty. He is looking forward to explor-
ing the Rocky Mountain state while 
studying land, plant, and animal 
sciences.

Bannockburn’s Whitman 
Graduates

 Myriam and Pierre Barth and their two sons, Alek-
sandre, 11, and Neil, 7, have been renting the house 
at 6512 Bannockburn Drive since last summer. A for-
mer colleague of Pierre’s had rented in Bannockburn 
years ago and told them all about the neighborhood 
and its many activities. 
 Pierre is a diplomat who works at the French 
Embassy who has been assigned to the US for four 
years. Myriam is a financial consultant who often 
works on European time.
 Myriam notes that it was challenging for the kids 
to come to the states during a pandemic and to take 
classes online (in English 
nonetheless), but they 
have been blessed with 
wonderful teachers at 
Bannockburn Elementa-
ry School and the boys 
now routinely correct her 
English.
 Myriam adds that she 
was expecting the Unit-
ed States to be similar 
to Europe but was pleasantly surprised that there 
are differences. “We love being in a country that’s 
different and where we can learn new things. We 
found a completely different way of life and different 
mentality in America. What we love is that Americans 
are really welcoming and they have a strong sense 
of community.” Interestingly, coming from Paris, 
Myriam also gives high marks to American food. She 
enjoys exploring regional specialties such as Mary-
land crabcakes. 
 The lease on the Bannockburn Drive house ex-
pires next year and Myriam is hoping to find another 
house to rent in the neighborhood, especially since 
the boys have made fast friends in Bannockburn and 
are loath to leave.

Has someone new moved onto your street? Contact 
Beth Rogers, Bannockburn’s newcomers’ greeter, at 
bethmrogers@earthlink.net and she will make sure 
they get an official welcome.

New to the Neighborhood
By Beth Rogers

mailto:bethmrogers%40earthlink.net?subject=


Back 9Back 9TheThe BANNOCKBURN BANNOCKBURN June 2021June 2021

11

The Episcopal 
Church of the  

Redeemer 
 

In-person Worship  
Returns on June 6th! 

10:30am Sundays 
Use this link to sign up  

for weekly updates:  
[ctct form="8763" show_title="false"] 

 
Morning Prayers via conference call  

508-924-1769 
Compline (Night Prayers)  

via Zoom Links at  
www.redeemerbethesda.org 

The Rev. Cricket Park, Rector  

Geoffrey Silver, Director of Music Ministries 
6201 Dunrobbin Drive  301-229-3770 

 

Amen Corner
My Cicada Teachers
By the Reverend Cricket Park, Rector
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer

Perhaps because my nickname is “Crick-
et,” I’m looking forward to the “hatch” 
we’re about to experience. The last time 
this happened, I was living in Ohio. My 
favorite memory of that hatch was being 
with my mom at the Memorial Golf Tourna-
ment in Dublin. We were sitting at the 17th 
hole when, all of a sudden, there were these 
bugs landing on me. Usually I’m not a fan 
of being an airstrip for flying critters, but these bugs 
were so ugly they were cute. I’d say hello and talk 
with them a little before I launched them with a flick 
of my finger so they could amuse or terrorize some-
one else.

The articles I’ve read say that our bug friends 
come out of the ground as grubs, shed their cara-
pace, and then fly feverishly to do what they need 
to do before their short lives are over. This year, the 
cicadas remind me that I too am re-emerging from 
what feels like a 17-year burial. 

As restrictions are lifted and we begin slowly to 
find our way in the world again, we could take a les-
son from our co-hatchlings. We’ve been in hiding. 
Coming out means we’re going to be a little grub-
by. Some of us are a bit softer in the middle than 
we’ve been before. Some of us are more vulnerable 
than we’ve been before. It’s one of those moments 
when we say to ourselves, “Why am I here and why 
is it so bright?” 

Coming out of the dark takes some getting used 
to. We won’t be able to see all the changes right 
away. It might be frightening. We might want to 
crawl back to the darkness. The universe has anoth-
er agenda. 

Driven by primal urges – for the bugs, repro-
duction; for us, companionship (I’ll just stop right 
here) – we take the steps we need to take to move 
past our grubby state. We’ve put a protective layer 
around ourselves. So have the cicadas. Getting to 
the next level means shedding that layer. It’s an 
amazing stage, leaving one’s old self in order to 
become someone new. Unlike cicadas, humans do 
it many times during their lives. In each transition 
we take what we’ve learned into the next. Again, 
there’s a vulnerability to these life stages, but it’s 
worth the growth. 

Once we get to full maturity, we realize that time 
is short. What appeared to be decades on the hori-
zon becomes years, or even months. The fever of 
life slows and then finally ends. Like the cicada, we 
leave our legacy dependent upon the generations 
that come after us. 

This lesson, of course, is seen all throughout the 
natural world, from the smallest amoeba to the 
largest whale. The circle of life is everywhere. This 
summer, our teacher is a “so ugly it’s cute” buzzing, 
flying creature whose desire to survive and thrive 
challenges us to do the same.
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Much of Bannockburn’s water taps went dry on the 
morning of Saturday, April 24th, when a section of 10” 
water main that serves our neighborhood failed. This 
water main, which is adjacent to the Bannockburn 
Branch (which runs through our valley) created a gush-
ing cascade down to the creek, crossed underneath 
MacArthur Boulevard, and created major soil erosion 
exposing a section of the sewer main that was rebuilt 
a few years ago, as well as downstream erosion in 
Glen Echo where the branch empties into Cabin John 
Creek.

The Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission 
(WSSC), the utility that supplies water to Montgomery 
and Prince George’s Counties, detected an issue in 
our area as the water tank in Cabin John was being 
depleted rapidly, but WSSC’s “systems were down for 
maintenance” and normal attempts to contact WSSC 
were not working that morning.

Within a few short minutes of a Bannockburnian 
speaking to a WSSC representative on the phone, a 
WSSC engineer arrived at the break and proceeded 
to attempt to isolate the section of main. Although 
technically this section of main should have been able 
to be isolated and the rest of the Bannockburn “dis-
trict” (WSSC’s nomenclature for dividing up service 
areas) affected should have been able to be 
pressurized from the opposite direction, pressure did 
not build and the engineer was concerned that the 
pressure drop would cause a wide-scale pressure issue 
with other service areas.

America’s Aging Infrastructure Comes to Bannockburn
By Steven Solomon 

After shutting off the water supply to this bro-
ken section of main, WSSC assembled resources 
and excavated a deep hole to remove about four 
feet of broken pipe and connect a new piece. The 
engineer thought the main was close to 100 years 
old. The repair took a few hours, then the workers 
partially backfilled the hole to prevent further ero-
sion and make the area safe.

Water main break creates a flood in the Bannockburn Valley.

WSSC workers repair broken pipe.

Continued p. 13
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During the repair, WSSC set up an emergency 
water station at Glen Echo Town Hall to supply free 
gallon water jugs to those affected.

While WSSC has been remediating aged sewer 
mains through an EPA mandate (including the sewer 
mains in the Bannockburn Branch and Booze Creek, 
which serve our neighborhood),the utility is still 
stymied by aging infrastructure past its service life, 
such as this 10” fresh water main. Another section of 
this same water main broke in January 2015, closer 
to where the main crosses the Bannockburn Branch 
creek. Our neighborhood likely will face more of 
these occurrences as the pipes continue to age and 
exceed their useful lifespan.

What to Do When You Lose Water Pressure 

Water from p. 12

Barbara and John Martin of Dunrobbin Drive 
have lived in Bannockburn for 20 years. You may 
know their two sons, Jack and James, and/or their 
rescue dogs, Buddy and Maggie. The Martins enjoy 
the perks of living so close to our extraordinary 
local national park and quite literally walk through 
Glen Echo Park daily. Their route follows the path 
of the park: the entrance bridge over Minneha-
ha Creek, past the kiddie pirate ship, around the 
Dentzel Carousel, through the playground, past 
the Spanish Ballroom and the Cuddle Up, a loop 
around the crumbling stone structure in the back, 
then repeat in reverse.

When the pandemic hit, that crumbling stone 
structure took on a whole new meaning.

That structure is something you may have no-
ticed in your walks through the park, too. It is, or 
was, a fountain, built in 1959 as part of a short-

lived miniature golf course when Glen Echo was 
an operational amusement park, the largest in the 
region. According to assessments by the National 
Park Service, the fountain is unnamed and has “no 
historic value.” It had a water source, now dam-
aged beyond repair, and the entirety of the foun-
tain had been left to crumble when the park closed 
in 1968, subjected to decades of weeds, vandals, 
and neglect. Next to the fountain was a beautiful 
tree strangled by English ivy vines. Surrounding the 
fountain were a decrepit concrete golf path, a rim 
of invasive weeds and trees, and, tucked into the 
back corner, another stone fountain, buried under 
the thicket.

In early May of 2020, Barbara got a call from 

The Secret Garden Next Door
By Erin McCahill

Continued p. 14

1. Report the loss of water pressure to WSSC by call-
ing the emergency number 301-206-4002, send-
ing an email to emergencycallcenter@wsscwater.
com, or using WSSC’s smartphone app.

2. Partially fill a bathtub to enable toilets to be 
flushed. To flush a toilet using a bucket of water, 
remove the toilet tank cover and fill the tank up 
to just below the top of the flush valve standpipe 

(take your cover off when it is working to see the 
proper level of water in the tank). Once the tank 
is topped off the toilet can be flushed normally.

3. If you have a tank-type water heater, turn down 
the thermostat to “vacation” so the water heater 
does not overheat due to lack of water pressure. 
When water pressure returns, turn the thermo-
stat back up. It may take a few hours for the 
temperature to return to normal. Be patient and 
do not turn the thermostat up to “high” because 
you risk scalding.

4. When water pressure returns, you will hear the 
toilets in your house filling up first. Wait until 
pressure is back to normal. Run a faucet for a 
while until the water is clear to purge any sedi-
ment that may have collected in the lines. If your 
water seems to be running slowly you may have 
to check and clean aerators on individual fau-
cets.

5. Each faucet will spurt air and water when turned 
back on after pressure is restored; that is normal.

Steven Solomon of Owen Place serves as  
Treasurer of the BCA

mailto:emergencycallcenter@wsscwater.com
mailto:emergencycallcenter@wsscwater.com
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Stephanie Beeler, her former college roommate at 
the University of Maryland. The news was grim: she 
had stage 4 neuroendocrine cancer. Stephanie had 
been both a friend and a hero to Barb: since col-
lege, Stephanie had dedicated her life to national 
parks, as an employee of both the National Park Ser-
vice and the US Geological Survey, at places ranging 
from the Grand Canyon to the Everglades to her 
most recent post in East Lansing, MI. Beeler was a 
hydraulic technician, test-
ing waters for everything 
from chemical and tem-
perature changes to assess 
how to keep our waters 
safe and forecast the future 
of our water supply.

As the pandemic made 
getting on a plane to see 
Stef impossible, Barb felt 
a bit helpless and sought 
ways that she could help, 
in any capacity. She got 
up on one Saturday morn-
ing, and took the dogs for 
her walk around the park. 
When she reached the 
crumbling fountain in the 
back, the sun cast a ray on 
the crumbling stone, illumi-
nating a single black-eyed 
Susan that rose from the 
upper tier. Suddenly, what 
Barb needed to do became 
crystal clear.  

Two eight-hour days of digging, weeding, plant-
ing, and watering later, her plan was complete, 
and it had a name: Beeler Fountain. You can’t real-
ly name things in national parks, but you can give 
them Instagram pages. The fountain’s purpose: to 
entertain Stef through a round of chemo treatments, 
done by sending her frequent updates of Shasta dai-
sies blooming, butterflies and bees visiting the sal-
vias, and creeping Jennys being planted. It worked: 
Stef loved it.

On July 30th of 2020, Stef, a friend, a daughter, a 
wife, a mother, and an extraordinary spirit, passed 
away much too young. Barb hoped that her Glen 
Echo Park project let Stef know how truly loved she 
was. And, at that moment, she decided to take her 

small gardening project for Stef and make it a more 
permanent fixture in the park. (If you know Barb, 
you would know that when she sets her mind to do 
something there isn’t much that can get in her way.) 

Martin asked for a meeting with the Glen Echo 
Park Partnership for Arts and Culture (GEPPAC), 
and, on the spot, declared that she was going to 
raise $25,000 to take care of the fountain and the 
grounds around it. Plan one: gather her friends from 

Bannockburn and the sur-
rounding neighborhoods, 
ply them with Bloody 
Marys, and make them 
part of what she dubbed 
the “Secret Magic Garden 
Society.” Seventeen of 
them signed on (including 
me: I love the Park and 
the project and I’m also 
quite vested in keeping 
my #BFF status!), commit-
ting to help her fundraise 
and maintain the garden.

Next up was Barbara’s 
50th birthday. Pre-pandem-
ic, any party that Martin 
threw was declared to be 
the bash of all time. Not 
about to let such a mile-
stone birthday go uncele-
brated, she turned her fif-
tieth into a “Mask-erade” 
brunch – an outdoor, so-
cially- distanced, masked-

up fundraiser for Beeler Fountain, and hit her first 
goal of raising the initial $25,000. The agreement 
with GEPPAC set the reimagination of that space in 
motion. It used the money to remove the invasive 
thicket surrounding “Beeler Fountain,” de-ivied and 
pruned the neighboring tree, repointed and solid-
ified the base of the fountain, and planted the first 
native trees, three Little Gem magnolias, behind 
the now uncovered structure (dubbed the “Secret 
Fountain”) in the back.

Bevan Shimuzu of Shimuzu Landscaping, who 
grew up in Glen Echo, donated the designs and 
plans for the grounds, which will be replanted with 
native trees, bushes, and flowers in the fall. Current-
ly, you’ll find a tarp covering (and killing) poison ivy 

Secret Garden from p. 13

Stephanie Beeler (left) and Barbara Martin were 
college roommates at the University of Maryland.

Continued p. 15

http://instagram.com/beelerfountain_
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and invasive plant seedlings to eliminate them 
without toxic weed killers. 

Martin’s new plan is to fundraise another 
$25,000 for everything else that needs to get 
done to make this little slice of heaven in the back 
section of the park a beautiful public space for 
dog walks, picnics, social events, and even wed-
dings. The plans include a new fence to replace 
the rusted barbed wire that’s there now; native 
plants, flowers, and bushes that bloom through-
out the seasons; and, of course, the necessary on-
going maintenance to keep this beautiful magic 
garden growing. 

How she’s going to get it done? Well, this is 
where you can help! There are lots of ways to 
contribute, and some amazing creative plans in 
the works (visit beelerfountain.com to see the 
latest). An effort of this magnitude takes a village, 
and we are so lucky to live in our loving Bannock-
burn Community. 

Help if you can, stay tuned, and feel free to 
share with your friends, and/or reach out – ev-
ery little Tweet and #BeelerFountain social post 
helps! And, when you can, Barb and the Secret 
Magic Garden Society ask that you take a stroll 
around the back of the Park and see the progress 
that’s being made in honor of an amazing woman 
named Stephanie Beeler.

McCahill lives on West Halbert Road.

Secret Garden from p. 14

Barbara Martin with the refurbished fountain.

Stephanie Beeler.

Barbara Martin’s 
birthday party 
raised $25,000 for 
the fountain.

http://beelerfountain.com
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