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Can Pursuing Happiness, as the Founders Defined It, 
Bring Us Together?
By Michael Maccoby and Dan Morgan

In the United States right now, we are facing a very 
real danger of the extreme left and right splitting our 
society apart. Our only hope is that citizens of the 
center left and center right engage and create a pro-
ductive dialogue based on common values – such as 
those expressed in our nation’s founding documents.

In June 1776, Thomas Jefferson was braced for 
tough editing of his rough draft of the Declaration of 
Independence. The gauntlet of reviewers included 
Benjamin Franklin and John Adams — both exacting 
wordsmiths steeped in history and political theory.

As the draft passed through the Continental Con-
gress, other founders pushed through so many 
changes that Franklin at one point had to console a 
dejected Jefferson.

One key phrase was never touched — or even 
debated. That was the “pursuit of happiness,” which 
Jefferson’s draft asserted was a God-given right on a 
par with life and liberty. To some of the finest minds 
in America gathered in Philadelphia, that phrase 
seemed both natural and 
essential as a guiding prin-
ciple for the new nation.

But what exactly did the 
founders mean by the right 
to pursue happiness? It 
is not a right to be hap-
py. Some scholars have 
dismissed the right as a 
“glittering generalization” 
that Jefferson used mainly 
as a relatively meaningless 
rhetorical flourish to kick off 
his draft Declaration.

But recent scholarship 
makes clear that, for Jef-

ferson and his associates, “happiness” was some-
thing distinctive. It was achieved from leading a 
virtuous and productive life in which government 
— even the limited government favored by the 
founders — had a role in safeguarding the condi-
tions for aspiring to that goal, to provide people 
the means to pursue happiness.

By focusing on ways to promote the happiness 
of individuals as an overriding national goal, the 
pursuit of happiness could help the center unify 
the country around a common goal, expressible in 
a sound bite, instead of further dividing it.

Imagine a society in which we ask of every poli-
cy: “Will this harm or help people pursue a good 
life of the kind our founding fathers had in mind 
when they created this country?”

Jefferson, Adams, and Franklin ultimately under-
stood the pursuit of happiness within the Greek 

Continued p. 4

No government can guarantee our happiness. That depends on our own efforts and luck. 
But government can make it harder or easier to attain happiness.
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Mike Zangwill – Design/Layout

Back 9 Contributors
Elizabeth Kellar
JoAnn Krecke
Michael Maccoby/Dan Morgan
Cricket Park
Anne Quinlan

The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) has 
published our neighborhood’s newsletter since 
1953. The Back 9 is published monthly September 
through June and currently reaches almost 700 
households. To make sure you receive a copy of this 
newsletter, visit http://bannockburncommunity.org/
newsletter.

Interested in submitting an article or running an 
advertisement? Please email bannockburnback9@
gmail.com. 

The opinions presented in the Back 9 are the 
authors’ own. The BCA Board neither verifies nor 
endorses the contents of this community newslet-
ter. While the editors make every effort to ensure 
published dates, times, and other information are 
correct and current, errors may occur; the editorial 
staff, authors, and the BCA Board are not liable for 
any damages that may result from readers’ reliance 
on the information published in good faith herein.

BCA Board 2020-2021
Mike Zangwill, President
Elizabeth Kellar, Vice President
Steven Solomon, Treasurer
Patty Howie, Historian
Rick Pollard, Ombudsman
Ana Rasmussen, Environment
Anne Quinlan, Secretary
Nancy Roche
Bob Dohner
Randall Ingate
Nancy Forden
Laura Chavez

Bannockburn Community Club 
(BCC)

The BCC is the 501(c)(3) organization that 
manages the clubhouse and grounds on be-
half of the BCI. As a result of this designation, 
any donations to BCC are tax deductible to 
the full extent allowable by law. 

BCC promotes, supports, and sponsors 
educational and cultural activities at the Ban-
nockburn Community Clubhouse, including 
a not-for-profit nursery school, a children’s 
summer camp, theater (including the Spring 
Show), art, music, dance, forums, lectures, 
and discussion groups.
 
Membership:
Area residents, former area residents, and 
friends of Bannockburn.
Annual Dues: 
Set by elected Board of Directors (currently 
$250 for sponsors, $50 for families and $35 
for single heads of households).
President: Susan Wexler
Treasurer: Hans Engler 
 
Contact: contact-bcc@bannockburncommuni-
ty.org

GLEN ECHO EXXON
6729 Goldsboro Road Bethesda MD 20817
AUTO CARE SERVICE CENTER

301 229-8666
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The Bannockburn Civic Association meeting began 
at 8:05 PM and was conducted via Zoom. Attend-
ees were Mike Zangwill, Beth Rogers, Patty Howie, 
Ana Rasmussen, Bob Dohner, Rick Pollard, Anne 
Quinlan, Randall Ingate, Elizabeth Kellar, Laura 
Chavez, and Nancy Forden.

BCA Board President Mike Zangwill opened the 
meeting with discussing the 100-year anniversary 
of Glen Echo Park’s Dentzel Carousel. The Park is 
commemorating this anniversary through a series of 
activities (go to www.glenechopark.org/carousel100 
to learn more). Zangwill also noted that he watched 
documentary filmmaker Ilana Trachtman’s Zoom 
presentation about Bannockburn’s role in integrat-
ing Glen Echo Park. Trachtman continues to make 
progress on her documentary, which is expected to 
be finished this June, and she revealed new photos 
and video. Zangwill said that watching Trachtman’s 
presentation made him feel really proud to live 
in and represent Bannockburn and he reminded 
Board members that they should also be proud to 
represent the neighborhood. 

Zangwill then gave an overview about WMATA’s 
plans to demolish the trolley trestle near the inter-
section of Wilson Lane and MacArthur Boulevard. 
Work is planned to begin in 2022 and will take up 
to six months to complete. During demolition, the 
path to the canal at the one-lane bridge will be 
closed. Rasmussen, Zangwill, and BCA Board mem-
ber and treasurer Steven Solomon (not present) 
attended a meeting with representatives from Glen 
Echo to voice concerns and shape how WMATA 
proceeds with the demolition.

BCA Board Vice President Elizabeth Kellar 
mentioned that a dead ash tree was taken down by 
Montgomery County in the Bannockburn Valley but 
all the wood was left there. She was worried that 
the logs could migrate into the stream and block its 
flow. The community is encouraged to help them-
selves to this wood which is excellent for burning. If 
no one is interested in the wood, then BCC, BCA, 
and BCI may have to get someone to come in and 
remove it. Pollard questioned whether the wood 
would actually migrate into the creek.

Ana Rasmussen, BCA’s environmental chair, was 
still waiting to hear back about a Chesapeake Bay 
Trust grant she had applied for on behalf of the 

BCA Board March 9th Meeting Minutes
By Anne Quinlan

Clubhouse, which would help remediate long-stand-
ing water runoff issues. Rasmussen also put in a 
request for ten trees for the Clubhouse from Tree 
Montgomery (www.treemontgomery.org) which is 
planting free trees throughout the County. When 
Mike Vacek, who works with the County’s Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection, came out to 
assess the grounds for Tree Montgomery, he of-
fered to plant 13 trees at the Clubhouse and one in 
the Bannockburn Valley. All trees planted, including 
Kentucky coffee trees and a tulip poplar, will even-
tually mature into large canopy trees. Rasmussen, 
who also serves on the Bannockburn Community 
Club Board, added that the Clubhouse is getting 
six new windows replaced on the east side of the 
building near the rain gardens. 

Zangwill asked Rasmussen if, with Montgomery 
County Schools resuming in-person teaching in mid-
March, the Bannockburn Nursery School would go 
live. Rasmussen said that the School had no plans 
to do so this spring, but was planning for outdoor 
activities on the premises this summer. 

Rogers mentioned that the BCA had made a 
commitment to commemorate Ed Kelty, who had 
lived on Selkirk Drive for almost 60 years and was 
a much-loved and dedicated member of the BCA 
board, serving as its historian. Options to honor 
him included planting a tree, buying more Adiron-
dack chairs, or rebuilding the chess board which 
had formerly existed on the “hook” of East Halbert 
Drive and possibly relocating it to the Clubhouse 
grounds. Rogers also noted that the Bannock-
burn sign at the  corner of Bannockburn Drive and 
MacArthur Boulevard, which had its placard re-
placed by the BCA about seven years ago, but not 
the posts, could use new posts.

Rogers also noted that she has organized a Po-
tomac River Watershed cleanup on April 10 (http://
trashnetwork.fergusonfoundation.org/event/4762/
show). The BCA has traditionally sponsored this 
event by buying trash bags and other supplies as 
well as providing refreshments. Neighborhood 
volunteers are welcome. Kids can receive SSL hours. 
Last year’s event was cancelled due to Covid.

Next meeting will be April 13th.

Quinlan, of Pyle Road, serves as the BCA Board 
Secretary.

http://www.treemontgomery.org
http://trashnetwork.fergusonfoundation.org/event/4762/show
http://trashnetwork.fergusonfoundation.org/event/4762/show
http://trashnetwork.fergusonfoundation.org/event/4762/show
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For every home I sell in the Bannockburn neighborhood, I donate 
$250 to the Bannockburn Clubhouse Renovation Fund.

concept of eudaimonia, the well-being or human 
flourishing that results from the pursuit of a virtu-
ous or rightly-ordered life, says Carli N. Conklin, a 
University of Missouri law professor, who has writ-
ten extensively about this concept. As Conklin sees 
it, the pursuit of happiness, as understood in the 
revolutionary era, involved “both a public duty and 
a private right.”

No government can guarantee our happiness. 
That depends on our own efforts and luck. But 
government can make it harder or easier to attain 
happiness. What would a society organized around 
that understanding look like? Jefferson lived at a 
time when most non-slaves were self-sufficient farm-
ers and craftsmen. His first goal was protecting their 
liberty, so that they could pursue happiness without 
oppression.

For the Founders, rights were just for men, but — 
over time — the American system, imperfect and 
change-resistant, eventually allowed women, blacks, 
minorities, handicapped, and the LGBTQ communi-
ty to gain the liberty and equality needed to pursue 
happiness.

That effort continues in a far more interdependent 
and diverse 21st century society. New challenges 
to happiness have arisen — and new and creative 
responses are needed, not just by government but 
by organizations.

For starters, having a meaningful job is essential to 
the pursuit of happiness. A Gallup poll last year found 
that 44% of respondents considered their jobs to be 
“mediocre.” Another 16% saw them as “bad.”

Since then, the COVID 19 pandemic has added to 
workplace stress, financial insecurity and danger in 
stores, schools, hospitals, restaurants, and hyper-auto-
mated warehouses.

Finding ways to make work more fulfilling — to put 
“the man before the dollar,” in the words of Abraham 
Lincoln — should be at the top of any 21st century 
agenda. This would not just restore the balance be-
tween individual rights and corporate power, but also 
go a long way to better balance within U.S. society 
itself.

Continued p. 5

Pursuit of Happiness from p. 1

https://www.newsweek.com/poll-most-americans-think-job-bad-mediocre-1467523
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The best organizations develop their employees’ 
technical and social skills. Employees feel their 
work has a positive purpose. Such jobs include 
continual learning and respect for employees’ 
ideas. Yet, even though the United States is a rich 
and very advanced economy, millions of jobs come 
now with little security and demand mindless con-
formity.

Putting the happiness of ordinary Americans 
first clearly would involve significant adjustments 
in health policy and education and even foreign 
policy and military commitments.

Making this a top priority might force the U.S. 
Congress to reconsider foreign wars that have 
killed or maimed thousands of young Americans.

And it is hard to imagine how happiness can be 
aspired to in 21st century America without access to 
health care.

Jefferson rightfully believed that education 
“without regard to wealth, birth, or other acciden-
tal condition” was necessary for “promoting the 
public happiness.”

This would also require setting new priorities — 
such as dealing at long last with the national crisis 
in mental health and drug abuse. Accidental drug 
overdose is now the leading cause of death for 
Americans under 50.

Anxiety, loneliness, depression, self-injury and 
suicide have been on the rise among U.S. teenag-
ers for almost a decade. Happiness, as the found-
ers meant it, can’t be achieved by escaping into 
addictions such as social media, compulsive enter-
tainment, drugs, or smart phones.

Lincoln couldn’t have imagined today’s 5G world, 
but he considered the Declaration’s wording about 
happiness to be a key beacon for later generations.

Addressing an audience in Lewiston, IL, in 1858, 
he said: 

“When in the distant future some man, some fac-
tion, some interest, should set up the doctrine that 
none but rich men, or none but white men, were 
entitled to life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness, 
their posterity might look up again to the Declara-
tion of Independence and take courage to renew 
the battle which their fathers began.”

Making the pursuit of happiness a topic for a na-
tional discussion could help those of us Americans 

who reject the extremes shape a new consensus on 
what our policies for the country should be.

A renewed focus on the actual ways and means 
of the “pursuit of happiness” — leaving the vapid 
sloganeering far behind — could help us view gov-
ernment in a new way. We could actually make it live 
up to what the founders intended. 

That will be hard, but pivotal work. Without that 
effort being made and successful, we will lose far 
more than just the civility that is the prerequisite for 
any functioning society.

Maccoby is a globally-recognized expert on leader-
ship and president of The Maccoby Group in Wash-
ington, DC. He now resides with his daughter, Izette 
Folger, on Rannoch Road. Morgan is an independent 
journalist and author who has covered national and 
international affairs for The Washington Post for 
more than 40 years. This article originally was pub-
lished in The Globalist on February 28, 2021. For 
more information about The Globalist, visit https://
www.theglobalist.com/.

Pursuit of Happiness from p. 4

Bethesda's Point
Performance Welcomes

Dr. Marc Gruner
Dr. Gruner, a Mayo Clinic
trained sports medicine
physician, is pleased to
return to serve the
Bethesda community
where he was born &
raised, offering cutting
edge services for non-
surgical orthopedic care:

New minimally invasive procedures for tennis
elbow/golfers elbow, carpal tunnel syndrome,
trigger fingers, and achilles tendonitis.
Regenerative medicine for treating shoulder,
hip, and knee arthritis.
Specialist in treating sports injuries.

For more information/appointments,
visit www.pointperformance.com, 
or call 301-493-8884.

https://www.theglobalist.com/
https://www.theglobalist.com/


Back 9Back 9TheThe BANNOCKBURN BANNOCKBURN April 2021April 2021

6

LAW OFFICE OF BRAD KELLY, LLC 
6917 RANNOCH ROAD 

BETHESDA, MD 20817 

TELEPHONE 240.355.6593 

BKELLY@BKELLYLAW.COM 

Washingtonian Top 
Civil Defense Lawyer 

2005 -2017 

YOUR  PERSONAL  INJURY PLAINTIFF'S LAWYER
I've changed teams.  Now I'm on yours.

Brad Kelly, of Rannoch Road, has just released a 
short, practical handbook, Prosecuting Your Nurs-
ing Home Malpractice Case, for Maryland residents 
who are concerned that a loved one may have 
suffered neglect or mistreatment in a nursing home 
or assisted living facility. 

In writing the handbook, Kelly drew on his many 
years of defending corporate long term care 
providers in cases across the country as well as his 
more recent experience in handling those disputes 
from the plaintiff’s side. The book is available 
through Amazon and Kindle for $14.95.  

Brad Kelly Publishes Handbook

Potomac River Watershed 
Cleanup, April 10th

Let’s be good custodians of the C&O Canal and 
Potomac River, which we are so fortunate to live 
near. Weather permitting, the Bannockburn Civic 
Association (BCA) is sponsoring a cleanup around 
the American Legion Bridge on Saturday, April 10, 
between 9AM and noon. Meet at the parking lot at 
Lockhouse 10 and make a difference. For more de-

tails visit http://
trashnetwork.
fergusonfoun-
dation.org/
event/4762/
show or con-
tact Beth 
Rogers at 
bethmrogers@
earthlink.net.

Free Firewood  
Logs from long-dead ash trees, perfect for burn-
ing, are available for anyone who wants to cut 
them into firewood. They are located between 
the path to the val-
ley and the creek. 
Smaller branches 
good for kindling 
are also available 
for the taking. If 
interested, please 
remove what 
you want soon. 
Vehicles are not al-
lowed in the valley, 
so be prepared to 
remove wood with 
a wagon or wheel-
barrow. Best point 
of access is via the right-of-way on West Halbert 
Road near Owen Place.

Kelly’s publisher sent 
him 100 complimentary 
copies and he is offering 
to give them away while 
supplies last. If interested, 
contact Kelly at bkelly@
bkellylaw.com. 

http://trashnetwork.fergusonfoundation.org/event/4762/show
http://trashnetwork.fergusonfoundation.org/event/4762/show
http://trashnetwork.fergusonfoundation.org/event/4762/show
http://trashnetwork.fergusonfoundation.org/event/4762/show
http://trashnetwork.fergusonfoundation.org/event/4762/show
http://trashnetwork.fergusonfoundation.org/event/4762/show
mailto:bethmrogers%40earthlink.net?subject=
mailto:bethmrogers%40earthlink.net?subject=
mailto:bkelly%40bkellylaw.com?subject=
mailto:bkelly%40bkellylaw.com?subject=
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Office: +1.301.907.7600    
Long & Foster Bethesda Gateway  
4650 East West Highway   
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

CAROL STRASFELD
REALTOR® Licensed in MD & DC     The 
The DC Team at Long & Foster, Inc. 
Lic. #SP93396 (DC)

Mobile: +1.301.806.8871   
Email: Carol.Strasfeld@LNF.com  
Website: theDCteam.com

 Phyllis Frosst moved into 6701 Barr Road at the end 
of January. She had been living in a 750-square-foot 
condo in the Glover Park neighborhood of Washing-
ton, DC, and, with Covid and working from home, 
was hankering for more space. Her real estate agent 
steered her to the house, but she was familiar with 
the area because, as a big bike rider, she often rides 
trails in the area, often starting from the Clara Barton 
parking lot.
 Frosst, who grew up in Montreal and is now a dual 
citizen, was delighted to see a poutine truck included 
in the lineup at the Bannockburn Pool. She works for 
Seqirus, a company that manufactures flu vaccines, 
and notes that working during a pandemic has been 
interesting.
 When she’s not working, or hanging out with her 
cats Jasper and River, Frosst says she plays a “tiny bit” 
of guitar. She also, like so many others, has gotten 
into baking sourdough bread.
 “I love the outdoor space,” says Frosst, referring 
to her elevated porch which has a view to the west 
and the Virginia hillside. She loved the distinctive 
quartet of red Adirondack chairs so much that she 
bought them from the previous owners, and would 
have bought a new set if they hadn’t been willing to 
sell them to her. “It’s really nice to have a place where 
friends come over and we can sit in the afternoon 
sun,” she says. “Everyone is so friendly here in Ban-
nockburn; people are always stopping to say ‘hi.’”

 Kaoruko and Robert Lovern and their two kids 
have been living at 6500 Bannockburn Drive for the 
last three years. The family had been living in Okinawa 
for five years prior to that time as Robert is a Navy 
child psychiatrist who gets reassigned periodically. 

 The Loverns heard about the house from Bob 
Nover of Brigadoon Drive, another neighborhood 
child psychiatrist, when they were both working 
at Walter Reed. Nover, who was friends with the 
former owner, knew the house was coming on the 
market and suggested that the Loverns take a look. 
Kaoruko, a fan of mid-century modern architecture, 
fell in love with the house.
 Last September Robert got sent back to Okinawa 
for another two-year stint, which means he hasn’t 
seen his family for almost a year due to the pan-
demic. When he left he thought he would able to 
get back at least once a month. Kaoruko notes that 
even though she is the person holding down the 
fort with the kids, “day-to-day life is not that bad.” 
Son Ryonosuke (Ryo) is in seventh grade at Pyle and 
daughter Hikaru is in third grade at Bannockburn. 
Kaoruko sometimes struggles with not having back-
up but she does have friends and a support system 
in the area. 
 Kaoruko, who is from Nara, Japan, went to 
George Washington University to study psychology 
and was working as an ADHD researcher when she 
met her husband while hitting the clubs in George-
town. Robert, originally from Texas, was in the Na-
val Academy at the time, so the two of them con-
sider the Washington, DC, area their home and this 
is where they want to put down roots. “Washington 
is so pretty, and so diverse and multicultural,” says 
Kaoruko. “When I think of the US this is where I’m 
most comfortable and the kids love it here.” 

Has someone new moved onto your street? Contact 
Beth Rogers, Bannockburn’s newcomers’ greeter, at 
bethmrogers@earthlink.net and she will make sure 
they get an official welcome.

New to the Neighborhood
By Beth Rogers

mailto:bethmrogers%40earthlink.net?subject=
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Most people in Bannockburn know 
Helene Granof from the many years 
she has been a producer of the annu-
al Spring Show. They may not know 
that she and her husband have raised 
three children while living in Ban-
nockburn or that she taught second 
and fourth grades at Burning Tree 
Elementary School for 27 years. 

Helene is one of those rare people 
who has spent most of her life in the 
Washington area. But she started out 
in New Orleans where she was born 
along with her identical twin sister, 
Carol. Helene’s father was the direc-
tor there of the Young Men’s Hebrew 
Association. When Helene was three, 
he came this area when he became 
the Washington representative to 
the National Jewish Welfare Board. 
He was a major presence in Wash-
ington as an effective advocate for 
social causes and a liaison to Jewish servicemen who 
served in the military during WWII.  

Helene attended Chevy Chase Elementary, Leland 
Middle School, and Bethesda Chevy Chase High 
School. During these years, she met Margie Gus-
tafson, another Bannockburnian, at Temple Sinai 
Sunday school and they have been friends ever 
since.

Helen’s father died suddenly when she was a 
senior in high school. After graduation, Helene 
went off to the University of Michigan with Carol. 
Although they both majored in zoology, they never 
had a class together nor did they room together. Af-
ter graduating, Helene spent a fifth year at George 
Washington University studying to be a medical 
technician. For six years, she worked in the clinical 
chemistry lab at NIH.

These were happy years for Helene. She shared a 
townhouse in Foggy Bottom with four other young 
women, all working in various federal agencies. One 
of these roommates was Margie Gustafson! Gus-
tafson and Helene shared an exciting trip to Guate-
mala in 1964 to visit Carol whose husband was in the 

Meet Your NAN Block Coordinator – Helene Granof of
Upper Bannockburn Drive
By JoAnn Krecke 

foreign service there. Another 
unforgettable experience for 
Helene was joining thousands 
of others on the Mall to hear 
Martin Luther King’s “I Have a 
Dream” speech. 

But perhaps the most signifi-
cant event of all was meeting a 
handsome young naval officer 
named Gene Granof who was 
stationed at the Patuxent Na-
val Station. Helene was taking 
a course in organic chemistry 
at the time and recalls that the 
margins of her notebook were 
filled with his name. They mar-
ried in 1966 and lived in south-
west Washington until their first 
child, Gail, was born in 1969. 

Helene’s older sister was living 
in Bannockburn at this time 
and encouraged them to join 

her, which they did. The Granof’s first house was on 
Benalder Drive and later they moved to their pres-
ent home on Bannockburn Drive across from the 
school. A year after moving to Bannockburn, their 
son Daniel was born followed in three years by Julie.

Through her volunteer work at the nursery school 
and Bannockburn Elementary School, Helene began 
to dream of being a teacher herself. So, in 1984, 
Helene began her second career as a second and 
fourth grade teacher at Burning Tree Elementary. 
Her love of science inspired her to create amazing 
projects for her students. For 20 years, there was a 
beehive in her classroom with bees flying in and out 
through a hole in the window. The kids could ob-
serve the bees whenever they wished. The students 
raised monarch butterflies and then tagged the 
butterflies for Monarch Watch before they depart-
ed on their long journey to Mexico. Along with six 
other teachers, Helene made a trip to the mountains 
of Mexico one year with Conservation International 
to see the site where these millions of butterflies 
converged.

But perhaps Helene’s most famous project was 

Helene Granof

Continued p. 9
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her “Trip to the Moon” which “took off” 20 times. 
The project was a multi-disciplinary one involv-
ing videos of the original landing, mathematical 
calculations, costumes, songs, poetry, and parades 
through the hallways of the school. The project 
was so impressive that one student later admitted 
that he REALLY thought he was going there! The 
paper-bag helmets were a dead giveaway, though, 
that the trip was make believe. In 1999, for all her 
creative efforts, Helen was awarded the Maryland 
Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathemat-
ics and Science Teaching. The award involved a 
$7500 grant to Burning Tree Elementary School 
and an all-expenses-paid trip to Washington for 
all 50 state awardees which included a dinner in 
the elegant State Department dining room and a 
trip to the White House to meet President Clinton. 
Although traveling to Washington, DC, wasn’t par-
ticularly exotic, the Granofs had a wonderful time.

After retirement in 2010, Helene continued to 

Granof from p. 8

Bannockburn Cooperators, 
Inc.
Board Members 2020-2021
Patty Howie, President/BCA Liaison
Juliette Searight, Vice President
Ava Hillman, Secretary/Treasurer
At Large: Connie Gass, Margie Gustafson, Diana 
Keeling, Tom Holzman

BCI owns the Clubhouse and surrounding 
grounds, in addition to two small triangular pieces 
of property in the valley. It has a long-term agree-
ment with BCC for it to manage the Clubhouse 
and grounds, and it cooperates with BCC, BCA, 
and NAN on community events and issues. The 
BCI Board would like to thank the property owners 
who surround the valley for mowing the lawn and 
keeping the grounds tidy.

Residents become shareholders of BCI either by 
transfer from the previous owner of their house or 
by paying a one-time $10 fee. Shareholders can 
participate in major decisions regarding BCI prop-
erty.  If you have received a notice of eligibility or 
would like to check your shareholder status, con-
tact Patty Howie, pbhowie@verizon.net. 

substitute teach until just last year. She volunteers at 
the National Museum of Natural History in the Insect 
Zoo and with the Q?rius program where elementary 
students take part in hands-on science lessons. She 
also volunteers with Reading Partners, a program 
that helps children who are below grade level in 
reading. Teaching remains a part of Helene’s life 
even in retirement.

With more free time now, the Granofs have trav-
eled all over the world, to Spain and Portugal, 
Greece and Turkey, four times to Israel, China, 
Australia and New Zealand, Glacier National Park, 
and Alaska. Helen loves traveling and talks about 
each of her trips with the greatest enthusiasm. But 
this is how Helene has always lived her life –  with 
enthusiasm and a most positive outlook. No wonder 
she is such a celebrated teacher!

Krecke, NAN’s coordinator of block coordinators, 
lives on Bannockburn Drive.

Annual Meeting, May 5th

The joint meeting of all neighborhood organi-
zations will be held on Wednesday, May 5t,h, at 8 
PM  via Zoom. The Bannockburn Community Club 
(BCC), Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA), Ban-
nockburn Cooperators Inc. (BCI), and Neighbors 
Assisting Neighbors (NAN) will report to their mem-
berships and elect new board members. Please 
plan to join the virtual meeting and learn about 
what’s happening in Bannockburn! The Zoom link 
will be posted on www.bannockburncommunity.org 
and sent via email to members.

Save the Date
Bannockburn’s 75th 
Anniversary Celebration
From Friday night, September, 
24th, until Sunday morning, Sep-
tember 26th. We are all so ready 
to gather together again. Join 
us as Bannockburn marks 75 
years with happy hours, music, 
food, and fun. You don’t want to 
miss it!
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With the passage of the American Rescue Plan 
Act on March 11, Montgomery County is slated to 
receive more than $200 million from the federal 
government. 

Montgomery County Public Schools and Mont-
gomery College are targeted to receive $400 million 
in additional federal funds. The federal funds can 
be used to plug the revenue losses in the county’s 
budget as well as reimbursement for a wide range 
of COVID-19 expenses, vaccinations, social services, 
and economic recovery.

As a result, County Executive Marc Elrich’s operat-
ing budget proposal for fiscal year 2022 includes:

•	 Full funding for Montgomery County Public 
Schools and Montgomery College budget 
requests 

•	 Additional support for vulnerable families, 
childcare, climate change programs, small busi-
nesses, and affordable housing

•	 Boosting county reserves from 6.7% to 9.6%
•	 No tax increase

Gabe Albornoz, Montgomery County Coun-
cilmember, reflected on the last year as he met with 
the Western Montgomery County Citizens Advisory 
Board (WMCCAB) on March 15th, noting that over 
the past year 1400 lives lost were lost to COVID-19. 
More than 240,000 residents have had to file for 
unemployment, adding to the suffering many faced. 
The County drew down its reserves to tackle the 

Montgomery County: Vaccinations and Fiscal Outlook 
By Elizabeth Kellar

health care crisis and to 
address widespread food 
insecurity and struggling 
small businesses.

Another topic on the 
WMCCAB agenda was 
around economic devel-
opment, with a particu-
lar focus on White Flint 
and the Pike District. 
A Research and Inno-
vation Center project 
is proposed for White 
Flint. Advancing the Pike 
District includes a goal to 

create a mixed use, more pedestrian-friendly com-
munity.

On the vaccination front, Montgomery County 
has continued to receive 4500 doses of vaccine 
each week. Earl Stoddard, Montgomery County’s 
Director of Emergency Management, reported to 
the County’s Community Recovery Advisory Group 
on March 8th that all residents (75 and older) who 
had pre-registered for the vaccine with the County 
should have gotten an invitation to schedule their 
vaccination by now. The County is now beginning to 
reach out to those 65 and older, starting with those 
living in zip codes where the virus has been the 
most widespread.

Stoddard reported on Goucher College poll 
results, finding that 64% of Marylanders say they 
are ready to get the vaccine as soon as they can 
(or have already received it). The respondents who 
reported the most resistance to getting the vaccine 
were White Republicans.  

County officials continue to meet with Mary-
land State Government officials to discuss having 
a mass vaccination site located within the County. 
On March 16th the County announced that a site 
would be opened on the Germantown campus of 
Montgomery College and operated by Holy Cross 
Hospital.

Kellar, of Braeburn Place, is BCA Vice President. She 
also serves on the Western Montgomery County 
Citizens Advisory Board.
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This passage from Paul’s 
letter to the Romans is 
from The Message: The 
Bible in Contemporary 
Language, theologian 
Eugene Peterson’s transla-
tion/paraphrase from the 
original Greek: 

All that passing laws 
against sin did was pro-

duce more lawbreakers. But sin didn’t, and doesn’t, 
have a chance in competition with the aggressive 
forgiveness we call grace. When it’s sin versus grace, 
grace wins hands down. All sin can do is threaten us 
with death, and that’s the end of it. Grace, because 
God is putting everything together again through 
the Messiah, invites us into life – a life that goes on 
and on and on, world without end. Romans 5:20-21

I chose Peterson’s contemporary version for one 
reason: the phrase “aggressive forgiveness we call 
grace.” 

I don’t think I’ve ever considered grace to be “ag-
gressive forgiveness.” Grace has always been that 
abiding gift from God, always there, always present, 
always available. I once heard a preacher describe 

Amen Corner
A Helping of Grits
By the Reverend Cricket Park, Rector
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer

The Episcopal 
Church of the  

Redeemer 
Holy Week: March 29-April 4 

Maundy Thursday, 7pm, on Zoom 
Good Friday, on YouTube 

Stations of the Cross on the lawn 
Easter Day 8am & 10:30 on the lawn 
Email office@redeemerbethesda.org 

for waiver and registration 
 

Morning Prayers via conference call  
508-924-1769 

Compline (Night Prayers) via Zoom 

www.redeemerbethesda.org 

The Rev. Cricket Park, Rector  

Geoffrey Silver, Director of Music Ministries 
6201 Dunrobbin Drive  301-229-3770 

 

grace as grits – the ubiquitous side dish in Southern 
diners. It doesn’t matter whether you order them or 
not, grits just come. They’re just there. Grace just 
slides in next to your regular fare and keeps you 
warm inside. Not exactly aggressive.

Peterson’s take on this passage actually gives 
grace more “grit.” There is traction in God’s move-
ment to forgive us. No sin can overwhelm us or de-
stroy us as long as it must compete with aggressive 
grace. Allow the forgiveness of God to transform 
you for your eternal life beginning today.

Not a “believer”? Perhaps consider how you 
might allow forgiveness of others – and forgiveness 
of yourself – transform you for the life you live to-
day. In any case, have yourself a helping of grits. It 
will keep you warm inside.
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