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Reflections on January 6th

By Andrew Kutt

The invasion of our Capitol on January 6th will sit 
among the darkest moments in our nation’s history 
and will continue to haunt us as we try to understand 
what led to this disturbing event. Hopefully, it will 
also spur us to become better versions of ourselves 
going forward. 

During that day I happened to be with a group of 
my elementary students from Oneness-Family Mon-
tessori School. We were in the woods alongside a 
creek, and the students were cheerfully building a 
shelter out of fallen limbs and branches. They were 
blithely unaware of the shocking events happening 
just a few miles to the south. I, too, was in their co-
coon of contentment, though increasingly distracted 
by the news and images coming through my phone.

January 6th brought a new and unique horror 
because it was not some small band of anti-govern-
ment resisters camped out at a remote wilderness 
compound. It was a desecration of the citadel of our 
ideals that struck at the heart of the United States. 
A sacred threshold was breached. The temple of our 
Democracy was ransacked. The events we citizens 
watched were gut-wrenching; the images we saw 
an affront to our love for our country. We recoiled 
because we could feel something terrible attacking 
the soul of America. It was clear that on this day the 
“better angels of our spirit” had been overrun by the 
darkest forces in American society.

As Americans we have faced many trials and tribu-
lations in our 245 years as we’ve soldiered on, how-
ever slowly and irresolutely at times, toward a more 
perfect union. The tapestry that is America has been 
stretched to the brink at times, as during the Civil 
War and the two World Wars, and has been torn and 
burned, when we’ve fought over our national identity 
during Reconstruction and the Civil Rights move-
ment. Our country has stayed intact due to the resil-
ience of the threads that hold this tapestry together; 
these include the belief in the rule of law, the vener-
ation of reason as superior to blind passion, and the 
commitment to the peaceful transfer of power.

We cherish these threads of our national fabric 
in a sacred trust – a trust not just in the vision and 
ideals of our founders, but in each other as citizens. 
That trust is based upon a shared and common-
ly accepted understanding of our constitutional 
republic, that no matter how vehemently we may 
disagree on policy and legislation, we respect the 
votes of our elected officials, and we honor the 
will of the people. Inherent in this understanding 
that we embrace as citizens is the knowledge that 
while we each have individual rights and freedoms, 
we also share a commitment to, and must play an 
active role in, maintaining the well-being of our 
country as a whole. 

This sacred trust is the essential knot that keeps 
the American form of government functioning 
smoothly. Yet throughout our history this sacred 
trust has been strained by the tension between 
two core principles of our national identity – that 
of individual liberty on the one hand and general 

welfare on the other.
The notion of individual liberty is perhaps most 

Students learning to collaborate.
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Back 9 Production Team

Beth Rogers – Writer/Editor
Mike Zangwill – Design/Layout

Back 9 Contributors

Alix Harou
JoAnn Krecke
Andrew Kutt
Cricket Park
Mike Zangwill

The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) has 
published our neighborhood’s newsletter since 
1953. The Back 9 is published monthly September 
through June and currently reaches almost 700 
households. To make sure you receive a copy of this 
newsletter, visit http://bannockburncommunity.org/
newsletter.

Interested in submitting an article or running an 
advertisement? Please email bannockburnback9@
gmail.com. 

The opinions presented in the Back 9 are the 
authors’ own. The BCA Board neither verifies nor 
endorses the contents of this community newslet-
ter. While the editors make every effort to ensure 
published dates, times, and other information are 
correct and current, errors may occur; the editorial 
staff, authors, and the BCA Board are not liable for 
any damages that may result from readers’ reliance 
on the information published in good faith herein.

BCA Board 2020-2021
Mike Zangwill, President
Elizabeth Kellar, Vice President
Steven Solomon, Treasurer
Patty Howie, Historian
Rick Pollard, Ombudsman
Ana Rasmussen, Environment
Anne Quinlan, Secretary
Nancy Roche
Bob Dohner
Randall Ingate
Nancy Forden
Laura Chavez

Bannockburn Community Club 
(BCC)

The BCC is the 501(c)(3) organization that 
manages the clubhouse and grounds on be-
half of the BCI. As a result of this designation, 
any donations to BCC are tax deductible to 
the full extent allowable by law. 

BCC promotes, supports, and sponsors 
educational and cultural activities at the Ban-
nockburn Community Clubhouse, including 
a not-for-profit nursery school, a children’s 
summer camp, theater (including the Spring 
Show), art, music, dance, forums, lectures, 
and discussion groups.
 
Membership:

Area residents, former area residents, and 
friends of Bannockburn.
Annual Dues: 
Set by elected Board of Directors (currently 
$250 for sponsors, $50 for families and $35 
for single heads of households).
President: Susan Wexler
Treasurer: Hans Engler 
 
Contact: contact-bcc@bannockburncommuni-
ty.org

GLEN ECHO EXXON
6729 Goldsboro Road Bethesda MD 20817
AUTO CARE SERVICE CENTER

301 229-8666
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In attendance: Elizabeth Kellar, Nancy Roche, 
Patty Howie, Steven Solomon, Mike Zangwill, 
Nancy Roche, Nancy Forden, Laura Chavez, Randall 
Ingate, Rick Pollard

Special guests: Willem Polak, mayor of Glen Echo, 
and Beth Boa, Glen Echo town manager.

Willem Polak and Beth Boa joined the meeting, 
which was conducted via Zoom, at the invitation of 
Ana Rasmussen to talk about WMATA’s removal of 
sections of the 120-year-old trolley tracks which for-
merly connected Glen Echo with Georgetown. The 
trestles are structurally compromised and consid-
ered to be dangerous and their removal will have 
an impact on both the Glen Echo and Bannockburn 
neighborhoods.

Polak shared maps of the planned construction 
site. Deconstruction is expected to begin in 2022 
and take three to six months to complete. Work 
equipment and vehicles will be staged at the corner 
of Wilson and MacArthur in the now gated area 
behind the bus stop.  

Polak asked that the work, which is expected to 
be loud, be conducted within reasonable hours. 
Solomon noted that WMATA may have to abide 
by Montgomery County regulations, later citing 
a memorandum from 1998 to that effect. Ingate 
inquired whether trucks and equipment would 
impede access to the trail that leads down to the 
Canal by the one-lane bridge. Zangwill asked why, 
with WMATA’s budget shortfalls, they are taking 
down the trestle now. Another trestle has been 
preserved as an artifact at an expense of $1 mil-
lion to accommodate the bike path where it runs 
through Glen Echo Park, but WMATA has allowed 
the remainder of the trestles to degrade past the 
point of no return. Trestles are also being removed 
in Georgetown and near Sycamore Island. 

Zangwill wanted to know what influence the 
community has over the process. Polak said there 
was ample time to get ahead of the process, hence 
the importance of the two communities collaborat-
ing. Zangwill, Rasmussen, and Solomon agreed to 
represent Bannockburn in this matter. Rasmussen, 
as BCA’s environmental chair, expressed concerns 
about what trees would be maintained and how the 

BCA Board Meeting Minutes, 
February 12th

By Beth Rogers

land could be contoured to minimize flooding. See 
page 7 for more info.

Roche gave an overview of the MCDOT public 
hearing (conducted virtually) on January 13th re-
garding adding more sidewalks to Kenhowe Drive. 
People have agreed that there isn’t a need for a 
sidewalk on the north side of Pyle Road going into 
Merrimack Pool. Some people are yielding on the 
need for a five-foot sidewalk. If a sidewalk is ap-
proved, it would happen later this year.

Rasmussen talked about establishing a group, 
“Friends of Bannockburn Creek.” It’s come to her 
attention that some people at the end of Brae-
burn Parkway, who have bridges over the creek to 
access their houses, often get flooded out. She is 
concerned about the impacts of climate change 
and wants to explore ways to preserve the health as 
the creek, especially as sewer lines are likely to be 
exposed.

Bethesda's Point
Performance Welcomes

Dr. Marc Gruner
Dr. Gruner, a Mayo Clinic
trained sports medicine
physician, is pleased to
return to serve the
Bethesda community
where he was born &
raised, offering cutting
edge services for non-
surgical orthopedic care:

New minimally invasive procedures for tennis
elbow/golfers elbow, carpal tunnel syndrome,
trigger fingers, and achilles tendonitis.
Regenerative medicine for treating shoulder,
hip, and knee arthritis.
Specialist in treating sports injuries.

For more information/appointments,
visit www.pointperformance.com, 
or call 301-493-8884.
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For every home I sell in the Bannockburn neighborhood, I donate 
$250 to the Bannockburn Clubhouse Renovation Fund.

notably enshrined in the second paragraph of the 
Declaration of Independence:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Govern-
ments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed….”

This was the radical idea, the bold proposition 
that made America unique in the history of modern 
human civilization. The United States was the first 
to break away from the tyrannical empires of Eu-
rope; the regimes that ruled for centuries through 
blood lineage, military might, and the suppression 
of individual freedoms. Inspired by thinkers of the 
Enlightenment such as Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, 
Montesquieu, and Voltaire, America’s founders 
fashioned a new vision that placed the rights of the 
individual citizen at the center of the body politic. 
There would be three branches of government, but 
the engine that drove it all was the freedom of indi-
viduals to speak their truths and to cast their votes.

Meanwhile the concept of the general welfare, or of 
the common good, is embedded as a core principle in 
the preamble  of the Constitution:

“We the People of the United States, in Order to 
form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure 
domestic Tranquility, provide for the common de-
fence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the 
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do 
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America.”

One of the things that has defined the “American 
experiment” is the idea that government should not 
just be the voice of the people and the upholder of 
laws, but that it should strive to ensure the well-being 

Continued p. 5

Jan. 6th from p. 1

Adults collaborating to overturn an election.



Back 9Back 9TheThe BANNOCKBURN BANNOCKBURN March 2021March 2021

5

of its citizenry. This trait of the American idea has 
origins as far back as Aristotle, who used the idea 
of “common interest” as the basis for the distinc-
tion between good and bad governance. Saint 
Thomas Aquinas held the “common good” to be 
the goal of law and government. Thinkers such as 
David Hume, who used terms such as the “public” 
or “common interest” paved the way for James 
Madison and Thomas Jefferson’s own thinking in 
those early days when our foundational ideals were 
drafted.

Fast forward to January 6, 2021: The tension 
between our right to individual liberty and the 
commitment to the common good boiled over 
in a paroxysm of violence from which we are still 
reeling. The rights we have to protest come with 
a solemn responsibility to do so peacefully. That 
is the compact we make to each other as citizens, 
for we know when that compact is broken the very 
fabric of who we are is torn, and we can no longer 
ensure the well-being of our country. 

Our freedom of speech is not unlimited. It is 
proscribed by the commitment to exercise our free 
speech in accordance with existing laws protecting 
the welfare of other citizens as well as private and 
public property. To put it another way, if in the act 
of protesting, one attempts to destroy the build-
ings that exist to preserve one’s right to protest, 
then that protest is a grotesque miscarriage of the 
right to free speech itself. We have the right to 
speak out stridently against our government, but 
we don’t have the right to take up arms against 
it, for inherent in who we are as Americans is the 
faith that we can resolve our differences by honest 
debate and by casting our votes at the ballot box.

As Americans, we now face a somber time of 
reckoning as we ask ourselves how we got here. We 
reflect upon these new painful rips to that great tap-
estry that is our national soul, which has withstood 
furious and fierce onslaughts in times past.  We face 
harsh challenges ahead.

The political divisions in our society are as great as 
they’ve been in our worst moments. The loss of faith 
in our electoral system, fueled by the epidemic of 
misinformation and fanned by the duplicitous words 
of demagogues, is a severe illness that will need 
an inoculation of truth via congressional action and 
educational initiatives. The rise of hatred spread by 
white supremacist groups will need to be confronted 
not just by the force of the law, but by the power of 
a country-wide counter force energized by empathy 
and unity. And the stories we embrace about who we 
are as a nation need to be examined in a new light 
as we seek to better understand the mistakes we’ve 
made along the way, so we don’t risk perpetuating 
or repeating them. 

It will be a long road, but our forebears antici-
pated this when they embarked on this American 
journey nearly two and a half centuries ago. From 
the writings of our founders, and through the ac-
tions of so many bold, heroic leaders since, we have 
learned (and re-learned) a few hard-fought, import-
ant truths: 1) Though we elect leaders to represent 
us, the power they hold is delegated by us, the 
citizens; 2) Though we rely on national, state, and 
local governments to uphold the laws, it is we, as 
a collective citizenry, who sustain the rule of law by 
acting lawfully; 3) Although the general welfare is the 

Continued p. 6

Jan. 6th from p. 4
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Bannockburn Cooperators, Inc.

Board Members 2020-2021

Patty Howie, President/BCA Liaison
Juliette Searight, Vice President
Ava Hillman, Secretary/Treasurer
At Large: Connie Gass, Margie Gustafson, Diana Keel-
ing, Tom Holzman

BCI owns the Clubhouse and surrounding grounds, 
in addition to two small triangular pieces of property 
in the valley. It has a long-term agreement with BCC 
for it to manage the Clubhouse and grounds, and it 
cooperates with BCC, BCA, and NAN on community 
events and issues. The BCI Board would like to thank 
the property owners who surround the valley for 
mowing the lawn and keeping the grounds tidy.

Residents become shareholders of BCI either by 
transfer from the previous owner of their house or by 
paying a one-time $10 fee. Shareholders can partici-
pate in major decisions regarding BCI property.  If you 
have received a notice of eligibility or would like to 
check your shareholder status, contact Patty Howie, 
pbhowie@verizon.net. 

stated responsibility of our governing bodies, it is 
we who uphold the common good through our acts 
of service to the welfare of our fellow citizens; and 4) 
While the Constitution specifically charges the feder-
al government with maintaining a free public educa-
tion system, it is we who must value learning for our 
children and for ourselves.

On January 6th my elementary students were 
focused on working together to build their shelter. 
There was a quiet unity as they worked in harmony 
under the trees and the singing birds. They were 
energized by their common purpose. They made en-
thusiastic suggestions about the design of their shel-
ter, yet deferred when better ideas were expressed 
by others. In the end, they displayed a palpable 
sense of fulfillment in the collective work they had 
done together. The lessons they unwittingly taught 
me were simple: Building things collaboratively is 
fulfilling and fun. Keeping a balance between your 
own wants and the needs of others is both wise and 
effective in reaching your goals. Solving differences 
peacefully is easier when you embrace a common 
purpose. 

As I watched my students that day they filled me 
with hope, even as I knew that a tragedy was unfold-
ing just down the street. My students reminded me 
that we have within us an indomitable spirit, which 
has demonstrated time and again that we can over-
come the obstacles facing us, and transform chal-
lenges into opportunities, as we march ever onward 
toward a more perfect union.

Kutt is the founder and head of the Oneness-Family 
School, which has campuses in Chevy Chase and 
Kensington. He lives on Bannockburn Drive.

Office: +1.301.907.7600    
Long & Foster Bethesda Gateway  
4650 East West Highway   
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

CAROL STRASFELD
REALTOR® Licensed in MD & DC     The 
The DC Team at Long & Foster, Inc. 
Lic. #SP93396 (DC)

Mobile: +1.301.806.8871   
Email: Carol.Strasfeld@LNF.com  
Website: theDCteam.com

Jan. 6th from p. 5
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Trolley trestle view from MacArthur Boulevard.Trolley trestle view from Bannockburn Creek.

Jim Ashe, program manager of Washington Met-
ropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA), met with 
concerned citizens via Zoom on February 22nd. Repre-
sentatives from the Town of Glen Echo and the Cabin 
John and Bannockburn communities attended. Ste-
ven Solomon of Owen Place, Ana Rasmussen of West 
Halbert Road, and I, all Bannockburn Civic Associa-
tion members, were in this meeting.

Ashe presented the plans for the demolition of the 
trolley trestle located near the intersection of Wilson 
Lane and MacArthur Boulevard. Ashe said engineers 
determined that the trestle had deteriorated to the 
point that it was structurally unsafe and as they could 
see no future use it was time to take it down. The 
plan is to cut the timbers and metal from the top 
down and remove the debris through two points on 
MacArthur Blvd., one being the entrance to the trail 
at the one-lane bridge and the other at Cornell Ave-
nue in the Town of Glen Echo. They would use a hoe 
ram to bust up the concrete abutments at the base. 
The equipment and the dumpsters would be parked 
at the corner of MacArthur and Wilson behind the 
bus stop.

Work is planned for a year from now and will 
take up six months to complete. During demolition 
the path to the canal at the one-lane bridge will be 
closed.

At first it sounded like a done deal, but WMATA 
must meet a number of compliances and ordi-
nances to proceed as it tries to win the commu-
nities’ approval of the plan. First, the trestle is a 
historical landmark which requires compliance with 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act (https://www.achp.gov/digital-library-sec-
tion-106-landing/section-106-applicant-toolkit ). 
Second, the crushing blasts of the ram hoe used to 
break up the huge concrete abutments will require 
a Montgomery County noise ordinance waiver. 
Third, a reforestation plan will be required as a large 
swath of trees will have to be removed to accom-
modate equipment. Fourth, an erosion mitigation 
plan will be required as the removed tree roots are 
holding together the steep slope. Fifth, a septic 
line is directly in the path of demolition, and, if not 
protected, could be compromised and leak. Sixth, 
WMATA may need permission from the Town of 
Glen Echo to access the site as the Town roads are 
private. 

Glen Echo residents close to the demolition zone 
are adamantly opposed to being subject to living 
through the process as it was presented and dread 
the effect to their greenery. They demanded revi-
sions to WMATA’s plan. Ashe promised to review all 
their concerns and schedule another meeting.

Zangwill is President of the Bannockburn Civic 
Association.

WMATA Meets with Community on Trolley Trestle Demolition
By Mike Zangwill
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Anne Quinlan of Pyle Road, who was 
born in Virginia, began her international 
life at an early age. When she was three, 
her father, a lieutenant colonel in the 
Army, was transferred to Heidelberg, 
Germany. The family lived in a pretty 
home near the Heidelberg Castle and 
Anne remembers a goldfish pond in the 
foyer. She remembers trips to the Zeider 
Zee in Holland and to Madurodam with 
its city of miniature houses – magical for 
a four-year-old.

After three years in Europe, Anne’s 
family returned to Falls Church and then 
when her father retired from the Army, 
they moved to New Jersey. Anne, the 
second youngest of six children, describes 
her happy carefree childhood as something right out 
of “Leave It to Beaver.” The family spent most of 
their summer days at the beach and later Anne life 
guarded during the summers. She enjoyed playing 
tennis and in high school joined the women’s track 
and field team. In her junior year, she placed second 
in javelin at the state meet. 

She loved animals and thought about becoming a 
vet, but when she entered college majored in Ger-
man and minored in French instead. While attending 
the University of Maryland she took a semester off in 
her junior year to backpack through Europe with her 
sister. She spent two months in Heidelberg waitress-
ing to earn money for the remainder of her trip.

After graduation, Anne waitressed for a while 
trying to decide what she wanted to do. A friend’s 
father told her about a Navy contracting internship 
program for civilians which she joined and which set 
the course for her career to come. In 1980, she re-
ceived a fellowship from the Navy which helped pay 
for her MBA degree from the University of Maryland 
where she earned her degree in 1983. 

During this time Anne met Judd Juha who became 
her husband in June of 1984. In July they were off to 
Greece where Anne worked as a Contracting Officer 
for the Air Force. They loved Greece – the people, 
the sea, the ability to easily take trips to its many 
islands. Being in Greece made it easy for them to 
explore other countries like Israel and Turkey. Their 

Meet Your NAN Block Coordinator, Anne Quinlan – Pyle Road
By JoAnn Krecke 

apartment overlooked the Aegean Sea 
where they watched the sun set every 
evening. 

After four of the happiest years of 
their lives, Anne and Judd transferred to 
Germany where they lived and worked 
in Frankfurt for two years. Frankfurt 
provided the perfect location for visiting 
Germany and other parts of Europe. 
Anne did a lot of skiing during this time 
as a member of the Frankfurt Ski Club.

In 1990, they moved back to the 
States to be near their aging parents 
and ended up in Bannockburn. Anne set 
to work in the yard which was bleak with 
few plantings. She took landscaping 
classes at the USDA and came to love 

gardening. She found a job as a Contracting Offi-
cer at USAID in 1991 and worked on a number of 
interesting programs. After the fall of Russia and the 
Eastern Bloc, she was involved in economic growth 
projects for those countries. After 9/11, she was 
asked to expedite the bidding and awards for vari-
ous jobs in Iraq to assist their economy after the U.S. 
invasion. And after that she worked with the Global 
AIDS Program to get needed health supplies and 
medicines to countries hit especially hard by AIDS. 
In the mid 1990’s, Anne was the president of the 
Merrimack Park Pool Board and took on the job of 
constructing a new building for the changing rooms.

By 2010, Anne and Judd were able to move 
overseas again, this time to Egypt where Anne was 
the Director of the Contracting Office at the USAID 
mission in Cairo. Their time in Egypt was a tumultu-
ous one with the advent of the Arab Spring. Almost 
exactly a year after they arrived, the revolution 
occurred. Anne was one of a handful of employees 
who remained in Cairo, The other mission employ-
ees and family members were sent back to the 
States. Anne rode to work in a bullet-proof van and, 
when not working, endured a lockdown at home. 
She was still there in June 2013 when Egypt had 
a coup and the recently-elected government was 
overthrown. Unfortunately, the same evacuation pro-
cedures were still in place and she finished her tour 

Anne Quinlan.

Continued p. 9
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there in another lockdown situation. Anne found 
Egypt a very different place from what it had been 
when she visited as a tourist in the 1980’s. A much 
more conservative Islam had taken hold. Yet there 
were still times when it was safe to travel to places 
such as Alexandria and Luxor, to sail down the Nile, 
to visit Mt. Sinai, and to take scuba diving lessons in 
the Red Sea.

In spite of the unanticipated challenges in her 
assignment there, Anne was very happy to have had 
the chance to live in Egypt because the Egyptians 
are such a warm and friendly people and the country 
is so rich in history and archaeology.

Anne and Judd returned to Bannockburn in late 
2013, beginning what was to be a very difficult time 

Quinlan from p. 8

for both. In 2015, Judd was diagnosed with lung 
cancer and, two and a half years later, Anne was 
diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. She has 
recovered but Judd passed away last August after 
a long battle. Anne was his caregiver during those 
years yet she also found time to be an active NAN 
volunteer and to deliver Meals on Wheels. In spite 
of her own difficulties, Anne has continued to give 
to our community with an admirable strength and a 
wonderful spirit. She is another one of those peo-
ple who make Bannockburn such a special place.

Krecke, of Bannockburn Drive, is NAN’s coordina-
tor of block coordinators.

I grew up in DC, and lived 
along the East coast from Mas-
sachusetts to Florida, as well as 
abroad. When I moved back to 
the DC area, it was time for my 
family of five to settle down. 
For months we searched to buy 
a house in the Bethesda area, 
and, when we found one in the 
Bannockburn neighborhood, it 
took us less than 20 minutes to 
make an offer. The school sys-
tem was one of our main crite-
ria, but we were also looking for 
a great neighborhood and we 
found it. 

Immediately we were warmly 
greeted by neighbors. At the 
time of our move, spring of 
2017, neighbors kindly invited us to the Bannock-
burn Spring Show. Two years later, my daughter 
and I would join the cast.

That fall I met Karin Tuerlinckx of Crathie Lane. 
Our first graders had become good friends at 
Bannockburn Elementary School (BES). Karin im-
migrated to the US from Belgium in the 1990s to 
pursue her master’s degree, and later her PhD, at 
the University of Rochester, in New York. She was 

extremely independent, taking an 
intense job in DC and wind-surfing 
every weekend in Hatteras, North 
Carolina. That is where she would 
meet her soulmate, Louis-Philippe 
(LP), during those surfing years. 

In 2015, when her children were 
little, Karin and her family moved 
to Bannockburn, and like me she 
fell in love with the neighbor-
hood. We discovered that we had 
much in common. Karin, a Flem-
ish, Dutch-speaking Belgian, also 
spoke perfect French. I was born in 
the States, but to Belgian-French 
parents who immigrated to the 
US in the 70s, and so Karin and I 
would speak French and English 
on and off, a true “Franglais.” Cul-

turally and linguistically different, yet similar in many 
ways, Karin and I grew to become close friends. 

Karin and I spent many summers together at the 
Bannockburn Pool. Our children are all swimmers 
and that was a big part of our connection. Karin 
loved the pool members, swim coaches, and the 
fun activities organized for the children. She also 
volunteered during swim meets and was always very 

In Loving Memory of Karin Tuerlinckx Genereux
By Alix Harou Verhoeven

The Genereux family in North Carolina.

Continued p. 10
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involved. At BES, Karin loved the annual internation-
al night. She and LP would make the best Belgian 
waffles. 

Privately, Karin was living with multiple sclerosis 
(MS), a disabling disease of the brain and spinal 
cord, even before having children. For someone so 
career-driven, independent, and athletic, the dis-
ease took a toll on her, both physically and mental-
ly. During the summer of 2019, after a cascade of 
health issues, Karin was also diagnosed with stage 
4 pancreatic cancer, an aggressive cancer with few 
symptoms that allow it to be caught earlier. The 
news was devastating for her, and her family and 
friends. Those of us who knew her well were partic-
ularly heartbroken, knowing what a nightmare it was 
for her with two small children. 

Instantaneously the community came together 
to support her and her family in any way possible. 
SignUpGenius was organized to bring them home-
cooked meals, and a GoFundMe page was created 
to provide relief from medical bills and loss of in-
come. The Bannockburn community rallied and sup-
ported Karin and the Genereux family like no other 
community I have ever been part of. Karin was so 
thankful for this community, but a bit embarrassed 
as well since she did not want to trouble others.  

When the pandemic hit, Karin missed seeing her 
friends and taking her daily walks with other mothers 
in the neighborhood. We all had to adapt, but for 
Karin this was additionally stressful while she was 
going through chemo and treatments. In one year’s 
time Karin went through clinical trials including 
FOLFIRINOX chemotherapy, radioembolization, and 
targeted therapy based on her HER2 mutation. At 
her first two-month scan the tumors had decreased, 
which gave her and all of us hope. She always ex-
pressed how lucky she was to live in proximity to 
wonderful doctors at both Johns Hopkins and the 
NIH, only ten minutes from Bannockburn.

For Karin this was the fight of her life. It weighed 
heavily on her heart to think about leaving her chil-
dren and her husband. That prompted her to battle 
her cancer with everything she had. Folks continued 
bringing meals and goodies delivered from local 
restaurants and businesses. The Bannockburn Pool 
and BES communities also helped the Genereux 
family. Her family and friends from Belgium, Hawaii, 
North Carolina, and Canada sent her virtual love, 
with many FaceTime calls, but being separated from 
her loved ones was the most difficult part for Karin. 

Karin invited me on her journey. For the last 
18 months she gave me permission to be by her 
side. We cried, we laughed, we complained. We 
also planned. She orchestrated her departure to 
the last breath. She was so focused and deter-
mined and knew exactly what needed to be done. 
She was also scared. It grieves me that I could 
never hug her those last few months because of 
COVID-19.  

Karin was so strong. She was always in control 
of this monstrous cancer, until one day, this past 
January, Karin’s cancer began to take over. On 
the evening of Valentine’s Day, our dearest Kar-
in peacefully left us. She was surrounded by her 
loved ones. 

Karin asked me many times to thank the com-
munity, and so today I use this platform: from the 
“Fairy Bannockburn” mothers, to families and 
neighbors of the Bannockburn community, thank 
you all on behalf of Karin and the Genereux Fami-
ly. Please do continue to support this family in the 
days, months, and years ahead.

Karin leaves behind her loving husband, Lou-
is-Philippe; daughter and son, Alex and Max; 
parents, Els and Herwig; and sister, Ellen.

In loving memory of Karin, January 20th, 1972 – 
February 14th, 2021.

https://www.gofundme.com/f/sbadtd-help-kar-
in-beat-pancreatic-cancer

Harou lives on Callander Drive.

Karin Tuerlinckx from p. 9

Alix Harou (left) with Karin Tuerlinckx.

https://www.gofundme.com/f/sbadtd-help-karin-beat-pancreatic-cancer
https://www.gofundme.com/f/sbadtd-help-karin-beat-pancreatic-cancer
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The Glen Echo Park Carousel Turns 100
By Mike Zangwill, with excerpts from the Glen Echo Park carousel fact sheet

The carousel at Glen Echo Park was first installed 
in 1921 by the  Dentzel Carousel Company of Ger-
mantown, PA. It is one of the few original antique 
carousels still functioning in its 
original location remaining in this 
country. Known as a “menagerie 
carousel” because of the vari-
ety of its animals, the carousel 
includes 40 horses, four rabbits, 
four ostriches, a giraffe, a deer, 
a lion, and a tiger. Listed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places, the carousel is truly a 
Washington area treasure! Today, 
the carousel is ridden by more 
than 50,000 people each year 
–including multi-generations of 
families visiting the Park. In 2021, 
the carousel celebrates its 100th 
Anniversary in the Park.

Events celebrating the carou-
sel’s 100th  anniversary will span 
over the next several months. 
A ribbon cutting ceremony in 
planned for May 1st.  Virtual 
lectures will stream live, cover-
ing topics such as the carousel’s 
history, the band organ, and 
restoration. There will be a virtual 
tour with a park ranger. Share 
your personal carousel story for a 
chance to be part of a movie pro-

duced by Story Tapestries. Contests include 
voting for your favorite animal and guessing 
the dates of vintage carousel photos.

 
To participate or make a donation, go to: 
https://glenechopark.org/carousel100
To watch a virtual lecture, go to: https://gle-
nechopark.org/carousellectures
To share your personal carousel story, go to: 
https://glenechopark.org/node/451

Zangwill is President of the Bannockburn 
Civic Association and a member of the Glen 
Echo Park Partnership for the Arts and Cul-
ture (GEPPAC) Board.

https://glenechopark.org/carousel100
https://glenechopark.org/carousellectures
https://glenechopark.org/carousellectures
https://glenechopark.org/node/451
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Dear G-d,

I hope don’t mind me 
talking directly to you 
today. 

I’m struggling. I’m sup-
posed to be inviting peo-
ple into a Holy Lent when 
it feels like we never had 
Easter last year. It’s a sick, 
twisted Narnian theme – 
to be always Lent and never Easter. What makes this 
so twisted is that none of us chose this ‘discipline’ if 
you can call it that. It was thrust upon us. 

This world, which was created by you, cracked in 
the strain of too much smog, too much population, 
too much fossil fuel consumption. Mother Earth was 
created for survival. So she began to remove the 
carbon units that were making her sick. Never mind 
that those “carbon units” had names and relation-
ships with each other. 

G-d, we want to live, too. And we want to get to-
gether. We want to hug each other again. We want 
to hold you in the palm of our hand. As long as this 
virus is raging, we can’t. That seems to be the worst 
of all of it. 

So, please don’t ask those of us who practice it to 
give up something for Lent this year. We’ve given 
up so much already. I’m not sure anyone can take 
anything on either. We’re exhausted by the stress of 
loneliness, the devices we’re forced to use, and the 
fear of dis-ease. There are days when getting out of 
bed is the biggest accomplishment of the day. Get-
ting out of our PJs is a significant win!

What could I do to mark this season? I think it’s still 
important to do that. After all, Lent is a significant 
season. All those people who denied you during the 
persecutions did their penance and were reinstated 
into the community. At least their slog through Lent 
had purpose.

Wait a minute. 
Those doing penance to be reinstated probably 

didn’t feel so weighted down. They were anticipat-
ing what they knew would be the culmination of 
their trial. The joy of reunification with their beloved 
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Amen Corner
Talking to G-d
By the Reverend Cricket Park, Rector
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community had to have helped them through the 
long 40 days. 

So, perhaps, this year, instead of taking on or giv-
ing up, we should concentrate on FINDING: finding 
joy, finding love, finding you. Using this Lenten time 
to find you doesn’t feel quite so onerous. As long as 
we seek, we shall find. That’s definitely in the Bible!

We will look for you when we put our coins into 
our Lenten boxes. We will find you in the faces of 
those who receive our food offerings to Manna or 
Nourishing Bethesda. We will seek you as we pray 
and learn about our brothers and sisters we have in 
you. That’s a way through Lent that’s positive and 
meaningful. 

Thank you. You feel a bit closer than you did a few 
minutes ago.

Amen.
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