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Amen Corner
“Those People”
By the Reverend Cricket Park, Rector
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer

Those people.
The job of spiritual leader isn’t 

easy, no matter what faith tradi-
tion you call your own. And it is 
made more difficult in times like 
these. For this Christian pastor, 
the usage of the symbols of our 
faith by the people who do those 
things listed in the quote above 
is reprehensible. 

Equally reprehensible would 
be my response if it were only 
reactionary and not rooted in the 
Christianity I profess.

To be a Christian, first and fore-
most, is to follow the ideal set before me by Jesus. 
His teachings boiled down to two rules: Love God. 
Love your neighbor as yourself. Plus, that corollary 
“Do unto others that which you would have done 
unto you.” 

Following this ideal isn’t easy. We must under-
stand that love is not emotional. It is tactical. It is a 
choice we make every day, sometimes every hour 
of the day. This love requires us to tell the truth, 
to be sorry for our wrongdoings, and say so. This 
love honors each human being as having dignity, 
not because of that person’s behavior, but because 
we are all – ALL – created equal and loved equally 
by our Creator. This love requires us to seek out 
the values and dreams we share. The Most Rev. 

Michael Curry [Presiding Bishop and 
Primate of the Episcopal Church] says, 
“If we can establish that we’re working 
toward some common good, whether 
we like each other or not, then we can 
be brothers and sisters even when we 
want to fight like hell.”

Most of all, this love creates hope. 
Hope gives us the courage to stay in 
the conversation when others would 
push you away from the table. Hope 
gives you the strength to listen when 
you would much rather leave. Love 
gives us the hope to make healing 
possible. 

I believe that we are all redeemable. I thank God 
that redemption is not in my control! I believe we 
have an opportunity to examine our own and our 
country’s consciousness. It is time to look at the 
mess we’ve made, confess our sins, and make the 
decision to love each other as God loves us.  

Kelly Ryan, Director, Thriving Congregations Coordination Program at Duke University, writes: 

How do we reconcile with those people who fomented insurrection, who 
stormed our nation’s Capitol, claiming Christ, and waving Confederate flags? 
Those people who engaged in theological and intellectual gymnastics to justify 
treason or took selfies with domestic terrorists? Those people who denied sci-
ence and facts and refused to wear masks or stay at home? Those people who 
tore down Black Lives Matter signs at churches or caged children or sought to 
disenfranchise voters?
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Back 9 Production Team
Beth Rogers – Writer/Editor
Mike Zangwill – Design/Layout

Back 9 Contributors
Elizabeth Kellar
JoAnn Krecke
Cricket Park
Anne Quinlan

The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) has 
published our neighborhood’s newsletter since 
1953. The Back 9 is published monthly September 
through June and currently reaches almost 700 
households. To make sure you receive a copy of this 
newsletter, visit http://bannockburncommunity.org/
newsletter.

Interested in submitting an article or running an 
advertisement? Please email bannockburnback9@
gmail.com. 

The opinions presented in the Back 9 are the 
authors’ own. The BCA Board neither verifies nor 
endorses the contents of this community newslet-
ter. While the editors make every effort to ensure 
published dates, times, and other information are 
correct and current, errors may occur; the editorial 
staff, authors, and the BCA Board are not liable for 
any damages that may result from readers’ reliance 
on the information published in good faith herein.

BCA Board 2020-2021
Mike Zangwill, President
Elizabeth Kellar, Vice President
Steven Solomon, Treasurer
Patty Howie, Historian
Rick Pollard, Ombudsman
Ana Rasmussen, Environment
Anne Quinlan, Secretary
Nancy Roche
Bob Dohner
Randall Ingate
Nancy Forden
Laura Chavez

Bannockburn Community Club 
(BCC)

The BCC is the 501(c)(3) organization that 
manages the clubhouse and grounds on be-
half of the BCI. As a result of this designation, 
any donations to BCC are tax deductible to 
the full extent allowable by law. 

BCC promotes, supports, and sponsors 
educational and cultural activities at the Ban-
nockburn Community Clubhouse, including 
a not-for-profit nursery school, a children’s 
summer camp, theater (including the Spring 
Show), art, music, dance, forums, lectures, 
and discussion groups.
 
Membership:
Area residents, former area residents, and 
friends of Bannockburn.
Annual Dues: 
Set by elected Board of Directors (currently 
$250 for sponsors, $50 for families and $35 
for single heads of households).
President: Susan Wexler
Treasurer: Hans Engler 
 
Contact: contact-bcc@bannockburncommuni-
ty.org

Mark Your Calendar
February 24th, 7 PM – Sustainable Landscaping 
and Stormwater Management
Climate change is already affecting our home land-
scapes. Winters are shorter, warmer, and rainier. How 
can we create and maintain successful, sustainable 
and healthful gardens and home landscapes in this 
new environment? What can we do to make our 
yards a haven for biodiversity and part of the climate 
solution rather than part of the problem? And how 
can we manage all that stormwater? Listen to some 
ideas presented by Dr. Sara Via, a Professor and Cli-
mate Extension Specialist at the University of Mary-
land, and maybe share some of your own.
Join Zoom Meeting:
Meeting ID: 956 6514 5871
Passcode: thew4577!
One tap mobile: (301) 715-8592 

https://umd.zoom.us/j/95665145871?pwd=dzdyQUdKSkxGU3R0TVB3L0RiTzFyQT09 
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The Bannockburn Civic Association’s first meeting 
of 2021 began at 8:05 PM. Attendees were Mike 
Zangwill, Beth Rogers, Patty Howie, Ana Rasmus-
sen, Steven Solomon, Bob Dohner, Rick Pollard, 
Anne Quinlan, Randall Ingate, Beth Kellar, Nancy 
Forden, and Nancy Roche. Jeanine Greene of West 
Halbert Road also attended.

Officer Dana Stroman, 
Community Services 
Officer for our district 
(District 2), joined the 
Board meeting at 8:15 PM 
at the invitation of Board 
member Randall Ingate. 
The BCA wanted to talk 
with Stroman about the 
robberies and burglaries 
that occurred at Glen Echo 
Pharmacy and the 7-Eleven 
to see if there was anything the community could 
do to help prevent them. She said community 
residents should keep their eyes open especially 
when they’re in that area and, if anything looks out 
of the ordinary or people are lingering and seem to 
be watching who is coming and going, you should 
contact the police on the non-urgent number (301-
279-8000). If the problem needs immediate atten-
tion, call 911. 

Officer Stroman said that the busiest season for 
crimes tends to be from Halloween through the 
end of January. COVID-19 has changed some of 
those trends. Burglaries normally occur during the 
day when people are at work and school, but those 
crimes have decreased because so many people 
are at home. However, thefts from autos have in-
creased. 

The police use information from residents’ camer-
as if residents share them. They also use unmarked 
police vehicles to surveil the areas where crimes 
have occurred. The County’s police resources are 
limited and neighborhoods with higher crime rates 
receive more of the police resources. Our district 
has lower crime rates than other areas north of 
us and the crimes in our area tend to be property 
crimes such as car theft rather than crimes against 
persons. Officer Stroman suggested visiting www.

BCA Board Meeting Minutes, 
January 12th

By Anne Quinlan, BCA Board Secretary

GLEN ECHO EXXON
6729 Goldsboro Road Bethesda MD 20817
AUTO CARE SERVICE CENTER

301 229-8666

montgomerycountymd.gov/police and looking at 
the District 2 crime incident map.  

After Stroman exited the meeting, Zangwill not-
ed that Brad Kelly will be the next director of the 
Spring Show. The plan for Spring Show 65 is for 
another video which should come out sometime in 
May.

Rasmussen, Rogers, and Zangwill discussed an 
earlier meeting that day regarding the Bannock-
burn Community website, which is still a work in 
progress. The most important thing was to raise 
more money for the Clubhouse by making rentals 
and donations more prominent on the website. 
Another planned improvement is to automate the 
membership form and make it more user friendly. 
Zangwill plans to work with Pamela Toole of Ran-
noch Road to fill out a gallery page of photos and 
videos. Clubhouse income for the past 12 months 
has been down because of the pandemic though 
some events did take place. BCC raised approxi-
mately $3,000 from the Lawnapalooza music event, 
approximately $5,000 from the Spring Show video, 
and approximately $3,000 from the recent fundrais-
ing appeal. 

Rasmussen said that BCC has applied for another 
grant from Chesapeake Bay Trust, which would help 
address water runoff on the service road. She also 
requested ten trees from Trees Montgomery for the 
Clubhouse grounds. 

The next meeting is planned for February 9th.

Officer Dana Stroman

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/police
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/police
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Now that Maryland has opened up the registration 
process to residents aged 75 and older (group 1b), 
there are many questions about how to register for 
an appointment and how long the wait will be to get 
one. The most up-to-date information and links to 
register can be found on these two websites:

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/covid19/
vaccine/

 and 
 https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/vaccine.
If you register for a vaccine appointment with 

Montgomery County, you will be contacted when 
a vaccine is available and with the location of the 
County facility where you can receive it. The State 
website lists other locations where the vaccine may 
be offered. Starting January 25th, the State of Mary-
land website indicates that some Giant pharmacies 
can provide the vaccine. That website lists four Giant 
pharmacy locations in Montgomery County, includ-
ing one in Bethesda at 10400 Old Georgetown 
Road.  

https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/mary-
land-retail-vaccination-sites

At this time, the supply of vaccines is limited so 
expect a wait to get an appointment. “Our big-
gest concern about the governor’s announcement 
[that those older than 75 are eligible for a vaccine] 
is that it’s given people the impression that there’s 
something available when there’s not,” Earl Stod-
dard, Montgomery County’s director of emergency 
management, told Maryland lawmakers. Health 
department spokeswoman Mary Anderson told 
The Washington Post on January 19th  that Mont-
gomery County has 20,000 people left in priority 
group 1A to vaccinate. (As of that date, the County 
had received 7,300 doses from the state.) As it has 
administered 95% of its vaccine doses, the County 
does not want to schedule appointments far into the 
future.

The State of Maryland receives its vaccine supply 
from the federal government and initially distributed 
it in three ways: (1) to hospitals, receiving 60% of 
the state allocation so far; (2) to CVS and Walgreens 
under contract with the federal government to inoc-
ulate nursing home residents and workers; and (3) to 
Montgomery County, initially inoculating first re-
sponders and others in the first priority group. More 
sites will be listed on the Maryland website.

Those in assisted living as well as teachers, day-
care, and K-12 support staff are included in Group 
1b and will be eligible for appointments before 
those aged 65-74 can register.  

Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director of the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, has 
said that two new vaccines could be approved for 
emergency use in the next month: the AstraZene-
ca and Johnson and Johnson vaccines. The United 
Kingdom, Mexico, and India are currently inoculat-
ing their residents with the AstraZeneca vaccine. 

Kellar, of Braeburn Place, is the Vice President 
of the Bannockburn Civic Association. She also 
serves on the Western Montgomery County Citi-
zens Advisory Board and the Montgomery County 
Community Recovery Group.  

COVID Vaccines: When, Where, and How to Register
By Elizabeth Kellar

For every home I sell in the Bannockburn neighborhood, I donate 
$250 to the Bannockburn Clubhouse Renovation Fund.

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/covid19/vaccine/
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/covid19/vaccine/
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/vaccine
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/maryland-retail-vaccination-sites
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/maryland-retail-vaccination-sites


Back 9Back 9TheThe BANNOCKBURN BANNOCKBURN February 2021February 2021

5

LAW OFFICE OF BRAD KELLY, LLC 
6917 RANNOCH ROAD 

BETHESDA, MD 20817 

TELEPHONE 240.355.6593 

BKELLY@BKELLYLAW.COM 

Washingtonian Top 
Civil Defense Lawyer 

2005 -2017 

YOUR  PERSONAL  INJURY PLAINTIFF'S LAWYER
I've changed teams.  Now I'm on yours.

The Episcopal 
Church of the  

Redeemer 
www.redeemerbethesda.org 

Sundays on Zoom 
Adult Forum (9a),  

Family Worship (10a),  
TheFIVE (5p) 

 
Monday through Friday 

Morning Prayers via conference call  
508-924-1769 

Compline (Night Prayers) via Zoom 
 

Music & Archived Services on YouTube  

The Rev. Cricket Park, Rector  

Geoffrey Silver, Director of Music Ministries 
6201 Dunrobbin Drive  301-229-3770 

office@redeemerbethesda.org   

Bannockburn Cooperators, Inc.

Board Members 2020-2021
Patty Howie, President/BCA Liaison
Juliette Searight, Vice President
Ava Hillman, Secretary/Treasurer
At Large: Connie Gass, Margie Gustafson, Diana Keel-
ing, Tom Holzman

BCI owns the Clubhouse and surrounding grounds, 
in addition to two small triangular pieces of property 
in the valley. It has a long-term agreement with BCC 
for it to manage the Clubhouse and grounds, and it 
cooperates with BCC, BCA, and NAN on community 
events and issues. The BCI Board would like to thank 
the property owners who surround the valley for 
mowing the lawn and keeping the grounds tidy.

Residents become shareholders of BCI either by 
transfer from the previous owner of their house or by 
paying a one-time $10 fee. Shareholders can partici-
pate in major decisions regarding BCI property.  If you 
have received a notice of eligibility or would like to 
check your shareholder status, contact Patty Howie, 
pbhowie@verizon.net. 
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Bethesda's Point
Performance Welcomes

Dr. Marc Gruner
Dr. Gruner, a Mayo Clinic
trained sports medicine
physician, is pleased to
return to serve the
Bethesda community
where he was born &
raised, offering cutting
edge services for non-
surgical orthopedic care:

New minimally invasive procedures for tennis
elbow/golfers elbow, carpal tunnel syndrome,
trigger fingers, and achilles tendonitis.
Regenerative medicine for treating shoulder,
hip, and knee arthritis.
Specialist in treating sports injuries.

For more information/appointments,
visit www.pointperformance.com, 
or call 301-493-8884.

Many of us know Patty Howie from her many 
years as President and member of the BCI Board. I’d 
always admired how clearly Patty could explain the 
intricacies of the work of BCI (Bannockburn Cooper-
ators, Inc.). So, when I spoke with her recently, it was 
no surprise to learn that Patty has always loved math 
and statistics. And this love is reflected in her life’s 
work.

Patty was born in Brooklyn but grew up in Valhal-
la, NY, a town in Westchester County. Although she 
was an only child, Patty had a large extended family 
and visited her cousins in Brooklyn every weekend. 
She attended a Catholic girls’ school from first 
through twelfth grade and was the valedictorian of 
her class. As a senior she participated in a Knights 
of Columbus oratorical contest and won first place 
with her entry, “What’s Wrong with Young People 
Today?” (There was nothing wrong, she asserted. 
Young people were just trying to make changes in 
the world.)

As a high school student, Patty was editor of the 
school newspaper, but in addition to these intel-
lectual activities she also loved attending baseball 
games with her father and is a baseball fan even 
now. She loved swimming, too, and was a camp 
swimming instructor and a life guard.

Patty went on to college at Mt. Holyoke, a wom-
en’s college, and majored in math. During her junior 
year, she spent a semester at Dartmouth College 
where she was the only female in her computer sci-
ence class. And, when she was accepted into grad-

Meet Your NAN Block Coordinator, Patty Howie
Co-Block Coordinator for Laverock Court, Ayr Lane, and Wilson Lane
By JoAnn Krecke 

uate school at the University of Michigan, she was 
one of two women in the doctoral math program.

After two years of studying theoretical math, 
Patty received her master’s degree, then contin-
ued with a summer course in statistics, a subject 
which interested her greatly. At this time she 
began her teaching career in an Ann Arbor high 
school as a calculus instructor.

Patty considered pursuing an MBA but met her 
future husband about this time and, after mar-
rying, they moved to Baltimore. During the next 
few years, they had two sons and Patty combined 
motherhood with a variety of occupations: work 
as a computer programmer in an actuarial firm, Di-
rector of Education at a Presbyterian church where 
part of the job included writing Sunday morning 
sermons for the children in the congregation, and, 
finally, teaching math in a local girls’ high school.

Patty Howie of 
Laverock Court

Continued p. 7
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It was this last experience which clarified for Patty 
what her career path would be. She found that she 
loved teaching and preferred that to working in the 
business field. She is particularly passionate about 
girls’ education, as most of her experience has been 
in all-girls settings, and she jokes perhaps that is why 
God gave her two boys to raise! She also now has 
two little granddaughters.

In 1994, Patty and her family moved to Bethesda 
and began searching for a house. When they went 
to look at the house on Laverock Court, her oldest 
son said to her, “We have to buy this house. There 
are deer in the backyard!” Their next-door neighbor 
then, Joe Maltz, (an original Bannockburn settler) 
told them they would never regret their decision 
and Patty agrees that he was right.

Patty began teaching at the National Cathedral 
School in 1997 and is still there today. She has been 
head of the math department and currently teaches 
8th grade first year algebra and AP calculus. Her 
favorite course of all is AP statistics although she 
does not teach that every semester. She participates 
in a professional development group of faculty and 
students who work together on the issues of diversi-
ty, equity, and inclusion. Today, of course, Patty also 
faces the challenges of teaching during a pandemic.

But, whatever the challenge, Patty brings her car-
ing nature and cheerful enthusiasm to whatever she 
does. She is one of those people who make Ban-
nockburn the special community that it is.

Krecke, of Bannockburn Drive, is NAN’s coordinator 
of block coordinators.

Office: +1.301.907.7600    
Long & Foster Bethesda Gateway  
4650 East West Highway   
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

CAROL STRASFELD
REALTOR® Licensed in MD & DC     The 
The DC Team at Long & Foster, Inc. 
Lic. #SP93396 (DC)

Mobile: +1.301.806.8871   
Email: Carol.Strasfeld@LNF.com  
Website: theDCteam.com

Howie from p.6

Flying the flag on Inauguration Day, Brigadoon 
Drive.
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