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If It Weren’t for RBG I Wouldn’t Be Me
By Margi Helsel-Arnold

Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
during the years when Ruth and her husband Marty
sometimes referred to as “the Notorious RBG,”
resided in Oklahoma.
was my mom, Harryette Helsel’s, oldest childhood
Ruth eventually moved to Washington, DC, when
friend. My mother knew Ginsburg since they were
she accepted a position as a Circuit Court Judge
both five years old and growing up a few blocks
and her husband accepted a position with a DC
from each other in the Flatbush neighborhood of
law firm. In 1993, President Clinton was interviewBrooklyn.
ing Ginsburg for a position on the Supreme Court,
Known to her family and friends as “Kiki,” Ginsand my mother and their other close friend, Ann
burg’s birth name was Joan Ruth Bader; however,
Burkhardt Kittner, were contacted by The New York
once she started school her mother thought there
Times for any photos of Ruth’s early years. When
were too many other Joans in the classroom, so she
Ruth’s appointment to the Supreme Court was
started using her middle name. The name Kiki came
announced in the news, I recall my mom shouting, “I
from Ginsburg’s older sister who watched Ruth
knew it!’
in her crib always kicking her blanket. That older
My mother reconnected with Ruth again during
sister sadly died at age six from meningitis and
their 50th high school reunion in 2000. In 2005, my
Ruth never had the chance to know her. Tragedy
Continued p. 4
struck the family again: around the time Ruth was
graduating from high school, her mother
died. Ruth’s aunt, her mother’s sister,
lived next door and took her under her
wing. The aunt had a son, Buddy, whom
Ruth grew up with, and my mom recalls
the two cousins holding hands as they
walked to kindergarten together.
My mom and Ruth both went to James
Madison High School. My mom relays
that Ruth was athletic and excelled in
sports there. She also played the cello.
Ruth was at my mom’s sweet sixteen
party. In 1948, Ruth was invited on a
blind date and told my mother that she
would not go unless my mother would
join her. The gentleman who was Ginsburg’s date brought a friend. That friend
turned out to be my father, who has
been married to my mother for 67 years.
It’s been a joke in my family that my children and I owe our lives to Ruth Bader
Ginsburg.
My mother kept in touch with Ruth
during the summers when they were
Left to right: Arnold’s sister Amy, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Margi Helboth away at different camps, and
sel-Arnold, and Sheri Arnold in Ginsburg’s chambers.
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BCA Board 2019-2020

Bannockburn Community
Club (BCC)

Mike Zangwill, President
Elizabeth Kellar, Vice President
Steven Solomon, Treasurer
Patty Howie, Historian
Rick Pollard, Ombudsman
Ana Rasmussen, Environment
Anne Quinlan, Secretary
Nancy Roche
Bob Dohner
Randall Ingate
Nancy Forden
Laura Chavez

The BCC is the 501(c)(3) organization
that manages the clubhouse and grounds
on behalf of the BCI. As a result of this
designation, any donations to BCC are tax
deductible to the full extent allowable by
law.
BCC promotes, supports, and sponsors
educational and cultural activities at the
Bannockburn Community Clubhouse,
including a not-for-profit nursery school, a
children’s summer camp, theater (including the Spring Show), art, music, dance,
forums, lectures, and discussion groups.

Back 9 Production Team
Beth Rogers – Writer/Editor
Mike Zangwill – Design/Layout
Back 9 Contributors
Patricia Barber
Margi Helsel-Arnold
Elizabeth Kellar
JoAnn Krecke
Cricket Park
Ellen Paul
Anne Quinlan
Alex Robinson

Membership:
Area residents, former area residents, and
friends of Bannockburn.
Annual Dues:
Set by elected Board of Directors (currently $250 for sponsors, $50 for families and
$35 for single heads of households).
President: Christo Andonyadis
Treasurer: Hans Engler

The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) has
published our neighborhood’s newsletter since
1953. The Back 9 is published monthly September
through June and currently reaches almost 700
households. To make sure you receive a copy of this
newsletter, visit http://bannockburncommunity.org/
newsletter.
Interested in submitting an article or running an
advertisement? Please email bannockburnback9@
gmail.com.

Contact: contact-bcc@bannockburncommunity.org

CAROL STRASFELD

The opinions
presented in the Back 9 are the
The
authors’ own. The BCA Board neither verifies nor
endorses the contents of this community newsletter. While the editors make every effort to ensure
published dates, times, and other information are
correct and current, errors may occur; the editorial
staff, authors, and the BCA Board are not liable for
any damages that may result from readers’ reliance
on the information published in good faith herein.

REALTOR® Licensed in MD & DC
The DC Team at Long & Foster, Inc.
Lic. #SP93396 (DC)

Mobile: +1.301.806.8871
Email: Carol.Strasfeld@LNF.com
Website: theDCteam.com
Oﬃce: +1.301.907.7600
Long & Foster Bethesda Gateway
4650 East West Highway
Bethesda, Maryland 20814
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BCA Board Minutes/Zoom Meeting November 10th
By Anne Quinlan, BCA Board Secretary

The Bannockburn Civic Association meeting
began at 8:05 pm and was conducted over Zoom.
Attendees were Mike Zangwill, Beth Rogers, Patti
Howie, Ana Rasmussen, Beth Kellar, Anne Quinlan,
Randall Ingate, Laura Chavez, Bob Dohner, Nancy
Roche, Eric Grose, Abbie Meador, David Hecht, and
Christina Schreiber.
Eric Grosse was a special guest. He is a senior fellow for Montgomery County Community Outreach
under District 1 Councilmember Andrew Friedson
and has been nominated for a second year. He interacts with homeowners associations, and community and neighborhood associations in the County.
Kellar mentioned the feedback from the environment and telework survey she conducted around
the I-270/I-495 expansion plan. Almost 30% of
respondents to her survey from the Bannockburn
neighborhood indicated that they were retired.
Those that do work indicated that they expect to
telework every day or only go in a few times a week
post pandemic. Quite a few respondents indicated
that they were not aware of the expansion plan.
The back part of the meeting was dedicated to a
discussion about completing gaps in the sidewalks
along both sides of Kenhowe Drive, something
that a majority of residents on Kenhowe have been
requesting. Kenhowe residents Christina Schreiber,
David Hecht, and Abbie Meador asked to share
their opinions. Schreiber, who has a sidewalk that
ends at her house, was in favor of extending the
sidewalk for walkers and children. Hecht said that
safety is very important to him also, especially for
children going to school and to the Merrimack
Pool. He said that Bannockburn Elementary School
would like a more walkable neighborhood to relieve pressure on the bus drop off and pick up and
to cut down on car traffic. Meador noted that 100
trees were removed when three houses in a row
were developed on Callander Drive right behind
her house. She was worried that sidewalks would
create more hardscaping and environmental damage by removing more trees. She was particularly
worried about a tree across the street from her
house. Hecht countered that removing more cars
from the road had an even greater environmental
impact.

Board member Bob Dohner, who lives on Kenhowe,
said he would like a waiver to allow a 4-foot sidewalk instead of the planned 5-foot wide sidewalk for
environmental and design reasons, noting that the
existing sidewalks are 4-feet wide.
A lengthy discussion ensued about whether the
BCA should take a position on supporting the sidewalk or just provide a forum for the exchange of
ideas and opinions about it. Board member Nancy
Roche, also of Kenhowe Drive, noted that the Merrimack Pool Board surprisingly refused to support
installing sidewalks.
After some time, and back and forth on the language from various Board members, the BCA Board
finally drafted this statement which was sent to the
Montgomery County Department of Transportation:
“To promote pedestrian safety, the BCA endorses
sidewalks where there is significant neighborhood
support for them, and particularly where walking in
the street is a pedestrian hazard due to high-volume
traffic flow and reduced sight lines as is the case on
Kenhowe Drive. We encourage the County to modify
the current proposal for Kenhowe Drive to minimize
environmental impacts specifically with regard to the
preservation of existing trees, and, where possible,
to reflect the requests of affected households.”
The next BCA meeting is planned for December 1st.
Quinlan, of Pyle Road, is the BCA Secretary.

GLEN ECHO EXXON
AUTO CARE SERVICE CENTER
6729 Goldsboro Road Bethesda MD 20817

301 229-8666
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RBG from p.1
mention of Ruth working out with her
trainer: “We can’t get off the floor, we
can’t even get down on the floor!”
Our daughter Sheri has been working at the Brennan Center for Justice
since she graduated college. In 2018,
she asked her grandmother if there
was some way that she could have
another opportunity to meet Justice
Ginsburg again since the legal issues
that the Justice had been involved with
for years resonated more with her than
they did when she was much younger.
My mother was able to arrange a visit
for myself, Sheri, and my sister Amy,
with the opportunity to attend an oral
Left to right: Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Harryette Helsel, and Ann
argument before the Court, to tour the
Burkhardt Kittner from their high school days.
Supreme Court, and to meet Ginsburg
in her chambers. We were joined on this
tour by other close friends of Ginsburg from New
parents moved from New York to Bethesda to be
York. The court argument that day we attended
closer to two of their three daughters and their
coincidentally happened to be Justice Brett Kavafour grandchildren, so they also began to see much
naugh’s first judicial proceeding on the Supreme
more of the Ginsburgs. In 2014, my parents joined
Court.
the Ginsburgs for a weekend in Newport, RI. Ruth
Our visit with Justice Ginsburg was about three
was invited to speak at the Truro Synagogue, Amerweeks after we heard the news that she had fallen
ica’s oldest synagogue, and to recite a letter from
and fractured some ribs. She was feeling better that
George Washington.
day even though her doctors would discover other
My parents were invited to attend opera events
medical issues a few days later. While in her chamat the Court, and would meet the Ginsburgs at area
bers, Ginsburg showed us some amazing gifts that
restaurants – always shadowed by the federal marshe received from people all over the world. For
shals who provided security for Ruth.
example, someone made her a wall hanging, she
My sister and I were very fortunate when our
received gourmet chocolates with her face on them,
children were in their late elementary and middle
she was given an entire box of some healthy protein
school years. Our families were able to take turns
powder (which her assistant said would be donated
visiting the Supreme Court and meeting Justice
to an assisted living facility), someone made a sculpGinsburg in her chambers. The Justice was known
ture of her and her husband Marty, and there were
for her warm friendship with fellow Justice Antonin
thousands of get well cards from people all over. I
Scalia, often her polar opposite when it came to
missed my opportunity to ask her where she purrendering judgments. I recall Ruth pointing out
chased her clothing as I always admired her jackets
a photo of Scalia and her riding on an elephant
and other outfits!
during their travels together in India in the 90s.
My parents were able to take Ruth, whose birthIn 2017, my mom joined her old friend Ann Burday was on March 15th, out for her 87th birthday
khardt Kittner in New York City to be interviewed
dinner. Due to the pandemic, that was the last time
by the producers of the documentary “RBG” which
they had the chance to visit with her, yet my mom
became a summer hit and earned an Oscar nomand she wrote notes periodically. Ruth even sent a
ination in 2018. For those of you who may have
90th birthday card to my dad in August.
seen the film, when Ginsburg’s childhood friends
The world has lost a true icon, but the work RBG
are interviewed for their recollections my mom is
accomplished will stay with us forever.
the woman wearing black who comments after the
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Helsel-Arnold lives on Rannoch Road.
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Amen Corner
I’m Waiting

By the Reverend Cricket Park, Rector
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer
Christmas gets all the
feels. Gift giving. Cards.
Music. Late-night services.
These are all wonderful.
The season that gets
short shrift is Advent,
which is a way of preparing for Christmas that
doesn’t have anything
to do with consumerism.
Christmas decorations
are up before Halloween
in some places, but you
don’t usually see Advent candles as you move out
and about in this time. Advent calendars are more
like count-down calendars these days. They come
with candy or chocolate. I’ve even seen them with
wine and whiskey!
What Advent really is about is waiting. Christians
look toward the hopefulness of the sun moving us
from the longest to the shortest day of the year and

back again. We hear stories of John the Baptist who
foretells the coming of the Messiah. We marvel that
instead of appearing as an avenger, the Messiah
comes as a child, poor and dependent. We wait. We
watch. We pray.
Christian or not, the world could use a little Advent. We live in fast lanes that don’t allow us to slow
down, let alone stop. We stopped working from
home and now live at work. This is a recipe for burn
out. It stifles creativity. We forget how to be still and
wait.
When we wait, we take the time to relax, to
breathe, to let go of tension. Don’t make it stressful.
Consider it a gift. All of the winter holidays will arrive
and you are not responsible for their arrival. Instead,
use your waiting time to be in the present moment.
Enjoy the crisp cool air. Read a book for pleasure.
Write a letter to someone who might be lonely.
Whichever holiday you celebrate, practice a little
waiting for it. You may find that the holiday means
more because you did.

Bannockburn Cooperators, Inc.

The Episcopal
Church of the
Redeemer

Board Members 2020-2021
Patty Howie, President/BCA Liaison
Juliette Searight, Vice President
Ava Hillman, Secretary/Treasurer
At Large: Connie Gass, Margie Gustafson,
Diana Keeling, Tom Holzman

www.redeemerbethesda.org

BCI owns the Clubhouse and surrounding grounds,
in addition to two small triangular pieces of property
in the valley. It has a long-term agreement with BCC
for it to manage the Clubhouse and grounds, and it
cooperates with BCC, BCA, and NAN on community
events and issues. The BCI Board would like to thank
the property owners who surround the valley for
mowing the lawn and keeping the grounds tidy.
Residents become shareholders of BCI either by
transfer from the previous owner of their house or by
paying a one-time $10 fee. Shareholders can participate in major decisions regarding BCI property. If you
have received a notice of eligibility or would like to
check your shareholder status, contact Patty Howie,
pbhowie@verizon.net.
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Sundays on Zoom
Adult Forum (9a), Family
Worship (10a), Coffee Hour (4:30p)
TheFIVE (5p)
Monday through Friday
Morning Prayers via conference call
508-924-1769
Compline (Night Prayers)
Go to the Zoom link on our website.
Christmas services to be determined.
The Rev. Cricket Park, Rector
Geoffrey Silver, Director of Music Ministries
6201 Dunrobbin Drive 301-229-3770
office@redeemerbethesda.org
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Meet Your Block Coordinator, Kathleen Dameo
By JoAnn Krecke
This is the first in a series which highlights Neighbors Assisting Neighbors (NAN) block coordinators.

the subject of her doctoral thesis.
In addition to her love of teaching, Kathleen has
many other interests. For 25 years, she has been a
referee for US rowing teams, traveling the country
to referee for Olympic trials and national championships as well as sticking closer to home to serve
local high schools and college regattas. Not surprisingly, she is also a referee clinician who trains other
referees, a natural outcome of a lifetime of teaching.
Kathleen has traveled extensively in Central America and Europe, most recently to Italy to explore
the original homes of her grandparents. She hopes
someday to become an Italian citizen and is in the
process of filling out the many forms!
Kathleen loves cooking, especially southern Italian
specialties. She makes her own pasta and ricotta
cheese and could perhaps be convinced someday,
when this pandemic is over, to teach some of her
favorite dishes to the neighbors!
She is presently sharing with her son, already a
good cook, the fine nuances of baking, and, on the
day I spoke with her, apple cake was on the agenda.
Kathleen is looking forward to a trip to Argentina
next where she will meet relatives from the side of
her family that emigrated there in the 1880s. Always
ready for a new adventure, Kathleen is a fun, lively
neighbor. We are lucky to have her on Vorlich Lane.

Kathleen Dameo, block coordinator for Vorlich
Lane, moved to Fairway Hills in 1987. Born and
raised in New Jersey, Kathleen was part of a large
extended Italian family. This experience, she says,
made her what she is today. Her mother was a
strong force in her life, a generous giving person.
A chance summertime job when Kathleen was 17,
at a school for children with cerebral palsy, inspired
her to choose a career of service to others. She
went on to Boston University and graduated with
a degree in speech pathology. Then she expanded her studies to obtain a graduate degree in the
education of the deaf and hard of hearing. This led
to a teaching career which included stints in Prince
George’s County, Montgomery County, and Alexandria public schools and eventually in the Graduate
School at Gallaudet University in Washington, DC.
There she was a faculty member specializing in curriculum design, speech development, and auditory
habilitation.
While at Gallaudet, Kathleen continued to take
lessons to enhance her American Sign Language
skills. As she got to know the families of her students who were deaf, she became interested in the
grieving process which occurs when parents who are
deaf have a hearing child and alternately when hearing parents have a child who is deaf. This became

Krecke, of Bannockburn Drive, is NAN’s coordinator
of block coordinators.
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C&O Canal Trust: Caring for the Park
Today and into the Future
By Patricia Barber
nonprofit organization in the bridge between private
citizens and the C&O Canal NHP, the C&O Canal
Trust provides the ways and means for people who
love the canal to contribute directly – through philanthropy, volunteerism, and advocacy – to the Park we
love today and to the one we will leave to the future.
The next 50 years could be the most critical of all.
Surging visitation, increased regional urbanization,
and climate change will all impact the C&O Canal
NHP. With the support of the community, here is how
the Trust works to care for the Park today and into
the future.

Canal Trust volunteers place sandbags to protect
Lockhouse 6 ahead of a storm in 2018.

Continued p. 8

This coming January 8th marks the 50th anniversary
of the C&O Canal National Historical Park (NHP).
This is a remarkable achievement given that floods,
the ravages of time, and a congressionally-approved
plan to convert the C&O Canal into a parkway could
all have spelled doom for the canal. What made the
difference is that ordinary citizens mobilized to halt
the parkway plan, and, over the past five decades,
have contributed their time, treasure, and talent to
making the C&O Canal NHP truly a “people’s park”
– on track in 2020 to have record-breaking visitation
of over six million.
2020 – a year of pandemic, strife, and stress – has
reminded us of the value of this treasured national
park in our lives. The words written in 1954 by Justice William O. Douglas to The Washington Post in
opposition to the parkway are no less true today:
“It is a refuge, a place of retreat, a long
stretch of quiet and peace at the Capital’s
back door -- a wilderness area where we
can commune with God and with nature...
It is a place for boys and girls, men and
women. One can hike 15 or 20 miles on
a Sunday afternoon, or sleep on high dry
ground in the quiet of a forest, or just go
and sit with no sound except water lapping at one’s feet.”
The C&O Canal Trust was created in 2007 to
extend this legacy into the future. As the keystone

For every home I sell in the Bannockburn neighborhood, I donate
$250 to the Bannockburn Clubhouse Renovation Fund.
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Canal Trust from p.7
It protects, preserves, and restores the C&O Canal
NHP by:
•

•

•

•

diverse neighboring communities by offering opportunities through its “Canal for All”
initiative for Latino and Black youth to play,
learn, serve, and work in the C&O Canal
NHP.

Ensuring a safe and continuous towpath
along its 184.5-mile length through Trust
fundraising and grassroots advocacy for public infrastructure funds.
Preserving historic Canal Quarters lockhouses through overnight stays that provide
sustainable preservation revenue.
Supporting conservation and protection of
natural resources through grants to the Park
and volunteer efforts.
Standing ready to respond to urgent Park
needs in the event of natural disaster.

It makes the visitor experience more enjoyable and
meaningful by
•

•

It builds a community of support and stewardship
by:
•

•

•

•

Mobilizing robust volunteer care for the Park
– its historic structures, visitor use areas, and
natural landscapes.
Engaging the next generation of national
park stewards through financial support for
the Park’s Canal Classrooms program.
Extending the Park’s welcome to its richly

•

Providing unique interpretive programs
such as Canal Quarters overnight lockhouse
stays.
Offering technology-based tools like the
C&O Canal Explorer mobile app for visitors
to experience the Park and its special features.
Providing ongoing volunteer stewardship for
high visitor use areas to ensure that the Park
is safe and welcoming for all.
Working with canal towns to market their
visitor services and support local economic
development and job creation through trail
tourism.

For more about our work, please visit our website at www.canaltrust.org. You can also sign up to
receive our monthly e-newsletter, Canal Connection, at https://bit.ly/2UetL2C
Barber is the Canal Trust’s director of development.

New in the Neighborhood
By Beth Rogers

Zhao Liu and Lily Wu moved into 6817 Barr Road
with their two dogs, Charlie and Sissi. The couple,
who met at GW Law School and are both lawyers,
had been living in the Chevy Chase neighborhood
in Washington, DC, and looking for a bigger place.
Zhao loves the neighborhood. “It’s quiet and the
people here are really friendly, even when we were
touring the house. We like the location: it’s convenient to everything and close to outdoor trails.” Lily
plays the piano and the zither.
Has someone new moved onto your street? Contact
Beth Rogers, Bannockburn’s newcomers’ greeter, at
bethmrogers@earthlink.net, and she will make sure
they get an official welcome.
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Bannockburn’s Critters
By Ellen Paul

Yard ornaments often get a bad rap. They can be kitschy,
tacky, and sometimes downright offensive. Bannockburn,
however, features numerous lawn ornaments that are truly
delightful. As you take your morning or evening constitutional
around the neighborhood, see if you can spot these enchanting critters.

Ladybug, fly away home.

The blue horse.

One of a pair of griffins, decked out
for a pandemic Halloween.

This yard has
four turtles
and they haven’t escaped
yet.

Hey, Yogi!

Only in Bannockburn – a
Cerberus, keeping the dead
where they belong.

Hard to miss this one!

A goat that won’t eat
weeds.
No squirrels in this yard!
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Elephants are considered to act as saviors
and protectors; placing the statues at the
front door is considered to be lucky. An elephant figurine with the trunk in an upward
direction signifies fortune and success.
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In Memoriam
Beverly Hummel
Beverly Hummel,
age 98, passed
away peacefully on
November 4th while
recovering from
surgery following a
fall at her home in
Mohican Hills. She
was preceded in
Beverly Hummel in “Bernie
death by her hus- Madoff,” Spring Show 2009.
band of 54 years
and her brother and sister, and survived by her two
daughters, her granddaughter, two great-grandchildren, five nieces and nephews, and their children.
Beverly earned a BA at the University of Chicago,
where she also met her future husband. During and
after WWII, she worked in personnel in the War
Department. After her daughters started school, she
received an MA in education and taught in the Ohio
public school system.
Returning to DC in 1962 when her husband was
transferred back to Washington, Beverly worked as
an adult literacy instructor in Maryland and then as
an elementary language arts instructor in the DC
public school system. She loved teaching and the
children she taught. After retiring from teaching, in
the late 1980s Beverly became an activist for universal single-payer healthcare, giving more than 500
presentations to DC-area civic groups, and she spoke
out for reproductive rights and gun control as well.
Although Beverly never lived in Bannockburn, she
had a lifetime affinity for the neighborhood. She had
wanted to buy a home when Bannockburn was first
developed, but couldn’t afford to because she had
just bought a new
car. When the Hummels moved back to
the Washington area
in 1962, there were
no houses on the
market in Bannockburn. Nonetheless,
Beverly counted
many friends in Bannockburn and even
Hummel with Jack Rasmussen served on the Board
in “Stay Mellow,” Spring Show of the Bannockburn
Community Club.
2011.
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Fun-loving and outgoing, Beverly always reached
out to welcome newcomers to her neighborhood.
She loved acting in the annual Bannockburn Spring
Show and participating in her book club and
play-reading, bridge, and poker groups. She took
pride in her Mid-Century Modern rambler and the
abstract poured paintings she created for it. An international folk-dancer with her husband since their
Ohio days, she danced to the sounds of Gathering
Peascods at her 90th birthday party.
The family extends its gratitude to the brave
post-anesthesia care unit at the Charles E. Smith
Life Communities, who cared for Beverly during her
last weeks in the midst of the pandemic, and her
home care team. Due to the pandemic, no memorial gathering is planned. Instead of flowers, please
consider a donation to plannedparenthood.org,
healthcare-now.org, www.smithlifecommunities.org/
giving/holiday-gift-fund/, or a charity of your choice.
Judd Juha
Gerald “Judd” Juha of Pyle Road fearlessly entered the world on March 26th, 1949. He lived in
Munising on the Upper Peninsula of Michigan for
several years before his family moved to Cleveland,
OH. He graduated high school in 1966 at the age
of 17 and immediately enlisted in the US Army for a
three-year tour of service.
Although it was the height
of the Vietnam War, Judd
was fortunate in that he
spent those years in Washington, DC.
After finishing his Army
service, he held several
different jobs while he
attended the University of
Maryland on the GI Bill.
He graduated in 1974 with Judd Juha and Annie
a major in English and a mi- Quinlan.
nor in business. He married
his first wife, Donna Cooper, in 1970. The marriage
ended in 1976, the same year that he started work
for the US Government in the US Navy Contracting
Intern program.
He met his wife, Annie Quinlan, in 1978 through
work and they married in 1984. They moved to
Athens, Greece, right after they got married when
Annie started a job as a contracting officer for the
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In Memoriam from p.10

Barbara Kuehn

US Air Force at Hellenikon Air Base. Judd later
secured a job as the contracting officer overseeing
construction projects for the Air Base.
In 1988, Annie and Judd moved to Germany after
Judd accepted a job in Frankfurt as the head of
contract compliance for a German subsidiary of a
US company, Pacific Architects and Engineers (PAE).
They moved back to the DC area in September
1990 and settled in Bannockburn.
Judd continued working for PAE as a consultant
until 2010 when they moved to Cairo where Annie
was assigned to the Cairo Mission of the United States Agency for International Development
(USAID). During their time in Egypt, Judd worked
part-time as a consultant teaching USAID contracting classes in various countries around the world.
They were in Egypt during the Egyptian revolution
in 2011 and were still there during the second revolution in 2013. At the end of 2013, they returned to
Bannockburn.
Judd was diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer
in early 2015 and was told that, with chemo, he
only had 6-12 months to live. He and Annie didn’t
accept that prognosis and fortunately found a
warm, caring, and gifted oncologist named Dr. Julie
Brahmer at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore.
Under her care, Judd managed to live with his
cancer for 5-1/2 years until this year when the lung
cancer spread to his liver. He was hospitalized four
times since late April this year and finally passed
away peacefully at home on August 23rd under
hospice care. Judd’s passing left the world with
fewer smiles. He had an amazing sense of humor
and quick wit and always brightened a room when
he entered.
Judd outlived his parents, Mike and Mariana,
and older brother, Michael. He is survived by his
younger sister, Mary Louise Juha, his two nephews,
Jason and Damon Juha, as well as other uncles and
cousins.
In lieu of flowers, gifts in Judd’s memory may
be directed to support Dr. Julie Brahmer at the
Johns Hopkins Kimmel Cancer Center. Please make
checks payable to Johns Hopkins University with
a memo indicating that the gift is in memory of
Gerald “Judd” Juha to the Johns Hopkins Kimmel Canter Center, PO Box 17029, Baltimore, MD
21297-1029.

Left: Barbara Kuehn in “Craving,” Spring Show
2015; top: with Eric Nichols in “PC,” Spring Show
2016; and at the Bannockburn Musicfest 2019.
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Barbara Kuehn, 56, passed away at her home on
Kenhowe Drive on October 31st. Barbara is survived
by her husband, Kenneth, her mother Polly Turner,
her father Robert Long, and her triplet siblings –
Heather Groff, Amy Hudler, and Matthew Long.
Barbara was born in Lancaster, PA, and, after
earning a Bachelor’s degree in International Business and Spanish at Lebanon Valley College, moved
to Montgomery County with her future husband
to begin a career in the Federal Government. She
served with the CIA for 31 years, which included numerous overseas assignments and multiple deployments to the Middle East. She served her country
honorably and was described as a “rock star” by
her colleagues.
Barbara enjoyed life and her many interests that
included the performing arts, cooking, fine wine,
and entertaining her many friends. She loved
spending time at the beach in the Outer Banks and,
back in Bannockburn, by her backyard firepit. Her
most loved activity was sharing time with her husband and two cats, Joe and Jackson.
Barbara’s life impacted many friends and family
and she will be greatly missed.
Services will be private. A celebration of her life
is being planned for next year. In lieu of flowers,
please consider a gift to your favorite pet charity in
her memory.
Her husband Ken notes, “I wish to pass along my
heartfelt appreciation to the Bannockburn community for all the food, cards, thoughts, and prayers. It
means a great deal.”
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Bannockburn in Action
Celebrating Joe Biden’s Victory, November 7th

Shabd Alexander, formerly of
Bannockburn Drive (daughter of
Shauna Simon, below).
Kate, James, and Jim Robinson of
East Halbert Road.

Tim Boucher of East Halbert
Road.

Blood Drive at the Clubhouse

Shauna Simon of Bannockburn
Drive.
A bloodmobile was parked
at the Clubhouse November
18-19 to benefit children with
pediatric cancer. The drive
was organized by Drs. Chris
and Arden Edwards of East
Halbert Road. About 40 people donated blood.

Lisa Solomon (left) of Owen
Place joins organizer Dr.
Arden Edwards.

12

Zena Zangwill, formerly of Brigadoon Drive.
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Filling in the Gap at Mi Familia Vota
By Alex Robinson

With Julián Castro, who came to
one of Mi Familia’s
visibility events in
south Phoenix.

Helping inspire voters
to fill out
their mail-in
ballots.

I graduated Whitman in the spring and was excited to head off to study Environmental Analysis
at Pomona College in the fall, but when Pomona
decided we would have all online classes, I quickly
deferred. After much scrambled planning for how to
meaningfully fill my gap year, I connected with the
United Farm Workers, who had partnered with the
voter empowerment organization Mi Familia Vota to
support Joe Biden’s campaign in Arizona.
I’ve always been interested in politics—growing up
near DC did that for me. I also credit that interest to
my parents, especially my mom [Kate Robinson], who
would talk to me about politics even from a young
age and would bring me to vote with her. I knew as
I was growing up that voting was important and that
my voice mattered, which is something I wanted to
share with voters who might not have been voting
otherwise. I was also very invested in the outcome
of this election because as a woman, member of
the LGBTQ community, and environmental activist,
I couldn’t stand the thought of four more years with
Trump in office.
The Biden campaign was centered in Phoenix—
one of the fastest growing cities in the US – which
makes up a large portion of Maricopa County, the
Arizona county poised to tip the scales in the election. Phoenix also has a large Latino population, so
a big part of our mission was mobilizing the Latino
vote for Joe Biden.

Every day I would help with administrative tasks in
the morning and then canvass in the afternoon (go
door-to-door off a pre-generated list talking to registered voters). As the election drew nearer and voters started receiving their ballots, the pressure at the
door increased, and I was giving out polling/drop-off
locations at the door as well as helping some voters
fill out their ballots.
The last couple weeks, the United Farm Workers
team was centered in south and west Phoenix, two
of the more underserved communities in the city.
This was my favorite part of the campaign, because
we were able to help turn out voters who often otherwise would not have had the resources or motivation to cast their ballots.
Our efforts ended up paying off, as Biden was able
to narrowly win Arizona, and Mark Kelly, the Democrat challenger for the late John McCain’s Senate
seat, was elected to the upper chamber. For me
personally, however, I walked away from the experience with a new outlook on our political process and
an appreciation for the nitty-gritty, on-the-ground
campaign work that truly wins elections.
Robinson, of East Halbert Road, is mulling over other opportunities to round out her gap year. To read
more about Robinson’s work in Arizona, visit https://
www.phoenixnewtimes.com/news/mi-familia-vota-registers-arizona-democrats-helps-them-fill-ballots-11504284.
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News from the BCA Vice President
By Elizabeth Kellar

Bannockburn Survey Probes Environment and
Telework Questions
Will teleworking continue at a high level in Bannockburn once the pandemic is over? Of the 34
Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) members
who responded to an October survey, 59% report
they telework every day now while 15% telework a
few times a week; 24% expect to remain full-time
teleworkers after COVID, while 32% expect to telework a few times a week.
Two-thirds of the respondents said that the environmental impact of the I-495 and I-270 expansion
plan was extremely important or very important.
About 75% of respondents cited increased neighborhood traffic as their top concern regarding the
highway expansion.
Issues identified by individual respondents as
important for the BCA to address included: minimizing neighborhood traffic, enforcing speed
limits, supporting safe ways for children to walk or
bike to school, seeking progressive transportation
alternatives, protecting parks and run off related
to the highway expansion, and maintaining the
Bannockburn Valley. One respondent questioned
whether there would be sufficient traffic demand
for an expansion post COVID-19. Another noted it
was important to understand all impacts related to
the highway expansion, including the human and
environmental costs of congestion.

Organizations that welcome donations to provide meals and food include:
Capital Area Food Bank. Hunger exists in every
zip code in our region. https://www.capitalareafoodbank.org/donate/
Manna. Feeding Montgomery County since 1983.
Manna has worked with Montgomery County
Schools since March on bulk distribution of weekend bags to families in need. https://www.mannafood.org/give-online/
Meals on Wheels. Provides meals to seniors so
they can stay in their homes. https://www.mealsonwheelsmd.org/
Nourishing Bethesda. Aims to feed 300 families
each week with boxes of food. https://stjohnsnorwood.org/2020/09/nourishing-bethesda-coalition-family-food-distribution-donation-instructions/
Montgomery County’s COVID-19 Vaccine
Strategy
Sean O’Donnell, Montgomery County’s public
health department lead on emergency management, gave an overview of the county’s vaccine
strategy to the Community Recovery Advisory
Group (CRAG) on November 18th. He said the
County expects to receive an initial allocation of
one of the new COVID-19 vaccines in the December-January timeframe. The initial supply will be
prioritized for health care workers, first responders, nursing homes, and long-term care providers.
Both the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are expected to seek FDA emergency use authorization while
awaiting full results of clinical trials. The second
dose of the Pfizer vaccine will be administered 21
days after the initial dose. The Moderna vaccine
requires a second dose after 28 days.
The Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP), a committee within the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), will set
the population priorities for vaccines. Those who

Supporting Local Businesses and Those in Need
As winter approaches and the COVID-19 cases
surge again, we are reminded of struggling local
businesses and the people who are hungry.
Some restaurants will do their best to stay open
and to continue outdoor dining (with heaters). We
also can support our local restaurants by shopping at the Glen Echo Pharmacy, Christopher’s
Hardware, or ordering takeout from the Irish Inn,
among other places. Want to support downtown
Bethesda establishments? You can buy e-gift cards
through Bethesda Bucks to support a wide range of
restaurants and shops. (https://www.bethesda.org/
bethesda/bethesda-bucks)

Continued p. 15
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COVID-19 Vaccine Strategy from p.14
have a high-risk medical condition, are over 65 years
of age, or provide essential services (e.g., critical
infrastructure), will be among the first to receive
vaccinations.
For more details about the State of Maryland’s
vaccine plan, see https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/
covid-19/downloads/maryland-jurisdiction-executive-summary.pdf.
Kellar, of Braeburn Place, is vice president of the
BCA and its safety and transportation chair. She also
serves on the Western Montgomery County Citizens
Advisory Board and the County’s Community Recovery Advisory Group.

NAN Helps Seniors Celebrate the Season
By JoAnn Krecke
This year the holidays will be difficult for many of
our seniors. The usual festive holiday reunions will
not take place and many people will find themselves alone. To make Thanksgiving a little brighter, Neighbors Assisting Neighbors (NAN) distributed ready-made “turkey with all the trimmings”
meals to several seniors in our neighborhood.
Of course these can’t take the place of the usual
happy family gatherings, but we hope that they
helped make the day a little brighter.
And now Christmas and Hanukkah will be here
soon, too. Pamela Toole, Mary Knill, and Sandra
Van Fossen are organizing an evening of caroling
on December 12th to serenade our neighborhood
seniors. If you would like to join a group of carolers, please call Sandra at (301) 229-4136. If you
would enjoy having carolers come to your door,
call JoAnn Krecke at (301) 706-1384.
We would love to hear your ideas about how
we can make the holidays a happier time for the
people in our neighborhood who are isolated at
home. Some neighborhood children made cards
to accompany the Thanksgiving meals. There are
many ways children can bring joy to older people

at this time of the year. Please share your ideas
with Miriam Kelty or JoAnn Krecke and let’s see
what we can do together.
Krecke, of Bannockburn Drive, coordinates NAN’s
block coordinators. You can help support NAN’s
work by writing a check to “Neighbors Assisting
Neighbors” and mailing it to Treasurer Steve Baldwin at 6422 Kenhowe Drive, Bethesda, 20817. All
charitable donations are tax deductible. If you are
interested in volunteering with NAN, please reach
out to Krecke at (301) 706-1384 or visit www.bannockburnnan.org.
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