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Going on with the Show
By Peter Simpson

For 64 years Bannockburn has had a Spring Show
and 2020 is no different. Well, there are a few
differences. This year the show is virtual and online
and it premiered in mid-October, rather than early
May. As always, though, the show is full of humor,
catchy tunes, biting satire of politics and Bannockburn life, and your neighbors performing as best
they can. If you haven’t viewed it yet, please go to
www.springshow.org where you can buy “tickets” to
“Bannockburn Spring Show: The Movie” and get a
link and password to see the show.
When we began planning almost a year ago last
November and inviting one and all to cast calls in
February, we thought this would be a year like any
other – 30 or so rehearsals, gathering with songmates several nights a week and every Sunday,
all-hands-on-deck to build the stage in April, a

dramatic emotional build-up to opening night, and
seven performances in front of packed crowds in
the clubhouse ballroom in May. Until, of course, the
show got waylaid, like everything else, by COVID 19.
By mid-March we had the casting for every song
fixed, most people knew their lyrics (well, most of
them), the songs were beginning to sound good,
and we were working on the staging. Quarantines
for international travelers returning from many
countries were the first warning that there might be
real problems. Mike Zangwill sat out two weeks of
rehearsals after returning from Asia. Then Maryland
began locking down. On March 13 the production
team called it and cancelled further rehearsals.
We knew then that we would not be opening in
May. To buy time to see where things were going,

Opening number in the Bannockburn Spring Show Movie.
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BCA Board 2019-2020

Bannockburn Community
Club (BCC)

Mike Zangwill, President
Elizabeth Kellar, Vice President
Steven Solomon, Treasurer
Patty Howie, Historian
Rick Pollard, Ombudsman
Ana Rasmussen, Environment
Anne Quinlan, Secretary
Nancy Roche
Bob Dohner
Randall Ingate
Nancy Forden
Laura Chavez

The BCC is the 501(c)(3) organization
that manages the clubhouse and grounds
on behalf of the BCI. As a result of this
designation, any donations to BCC are tax
deductible to the full extent allowable by
law.
BCC promotes, supports, and sponsors
educational and cultural activities at the
Bannockburn Community Clubhouse,
including a not-for-profit nursery school, a
children’s summer camp, theater (including the Spring Show), art, music, dance,
forums, lectures, and discussion groups.

Back 9 Production Team
Beth Rogers – Writer/Editor
Mike Zangwill – Design/Layout
Back 9 Contributors
Betz Allen
Tom Kodiak
Anne Quinlan
Nancy Roche
Peter Simpson
Pamela Toole
Mike Zangwill

Membership:
Area residents, former area residents, and
friends of Bannockburn.
Annual Dues:
Set by elected Board of Directors (currently $250 for sponsors, $50 for families and
$35 for single heads of households).
President: Christo Andonyadis
Treasurer: Hans Engler

The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) has
published our neighborhood’s newsletter since
1953. The Back 9 is published monthly September
through June and currently reaches almost 700
households. To make sure you receive a copy of this
newsletter, visit http://bannockburncommunity.org/
newsletter.
Interested in submitting an article or running an
advertisement? Please email bannockburnback9@
gmail.com.

Contact: contact-bcc@bannockburncommunity.org

CAROL STRASFELD

The opinions
presented in the Back 9 are the
The
authors’ own. The BCA Board neither verifies nor
endorses the contents of this community newsletter. While the editors make every effort to ensure
published dates, times, and other information are
correct and current, errors may occur; the editorial
staff, authors, and the BCA Board are not liable for
any damages that may result from readers’ reliance
on the information published in good faith herein.

REALTOR® Licensed in MD & DC
The DC Team at Long & Foster, Inc.
Lic. #SP93396 (DC)

Mobile: +1.301.806.8871
Email: Carol.Strasfeld@LNF.com
Website: theDCteam.com
Office: +1.301.907.7600
Long & Foster Bethesda Gateway
4650 East West Highway
Bethesda, Maryland 20814
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BCA Board Minutes/Zoom Meeting with Canal Trust’s
Patricia Barber, October 6th
By Anne Quinlan, BCA Board Secretary

pointed out that since the start of the Covid pandemic, more people have been using the Canal as a
sanctuary and she felt that people in Bannockburn
would be interested in a way to express their gratitude.
The Board voted to add the Canal Trust to the
combined dues form. However, Howie noted that
people who are set up for automatic renewals
wouldn’t see the addition of any new organizations
and people who pay automatically also can’t adjust
their amounts from year to year if they want to. This
subject will be discussed with Christo Andonyadis,
President of the Bannockburn Community Club.
Solomon, Board Treasurer, discussed the BCA
budget. He projected a deficit of $2,300 for FY2021,
but the Association still had cash on hand. The new
budget was approved by the Board.

The BCA Board meeting began at 8:06 p.m. and
was conducted over Zoom. In attendance: Mike
Zangwill, Beth Rogers, Ana Rasmussen, Anne Quinlan, Randall Ingate, Patty Howie, Steven Solomon,
and Laura Chavez.
People commented on how enjoyable Lawnapalooza (held October 3rd) was. More than $2,000
was raised from tickets, with another $500 coming
from the sale of baked goods, with all proceeds going towards the Clubhouse. Everyone marveled that
the organizers, Pamela Toole and Jeanine Greene,
were able to pull it off in less than three weeks.
There was some discussion about the launch of
the redesigned Bannockburn Community website.
Rogers noted that she had had a Zoom meeting
earlier the same day with BCC Board members
Christo Andonyadis, Hans Engler, and Ana Rasmussen to discuss adding content and learning how to
manage facets of the site.
One of the forms on the website is for member
dues which includes a “pass through” whereby
additional voluntary funds are collected and passed
on to Glen Echo Park, the Clubhouse, NAN, and
the Clara Barton Community Center. Rogers suggested adding another pass through on this form
when it is redesigned to include the Canal Trust and
had invited, at the request of Mike Zangwill, Patricia Barber, director of development with the Canal
Trust, to inform the Board specifically what the Trust
does.
Rogers, who has worked with the Canal Trust in
various Potomac River cleanups, noted that the
relationship of the Trust with Chesapeake and Ohio
(C&O) Canal National Historical Park is similar to
the Glen Echo Park Partnership for the Arts and
Culture, Inc. (GEPPAC – where Zangwill and Rasmussen serve on the board) with Glen Echo Park.
Both organizations are the only vehicles whereby
park users can directly donate funds to those parks.
Rogers said that from her conversations with
newcomers as a newcomers’ greeter, many people
move to Bannockburn because of its proximity to
the Canal. She strongly believed it was important
to support all those things that make Bannockburn
unique and that enhance its quality of life. She also

Discussion with Patricia Barber, Director of
Development, Canal Trust
Patricia Barber attended
the meeting, starting at 8:30.
She discussed the purpose
of the Canal Trust. It’s a
non-profit arm of the C&O
Canal National Historical
Park, created to support the
park’s priorities. She noted
that the park suffers from
understaffing and years of
chronic budget cuts.
One of the things Canal Trust does is preserve the
Park’s history through restoring and managing seven
lockhouses, which it rents out through its “Quarters”
program. The newest lockhouse to come on line was
Lockhouse 21 at Swain’s Lock. Rasmussen noted
that she and her husband, Jack, had begun volunteering at Lockhouse 10 as quartermasters.
Canal Trust manages a network of around 1000
volunteers. One of the biggest needs is hauling out
trash. Other things easily done by volunteers are
planting native gardens, painting bathrooms, and
spreading mulch. Barber noted that the Park no
longer has the manpower to do these things itself.
Regrettably, the major cleanup events planned for
Continued p. 4
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BCA Minutes from p.3
last spring were cancelled due to Covid. At the
same time, due to Covid, notes Barber, visitation of
the canal is up 22% over 2019 (which in itself was a
record year), and the amount of trash left by visitors
has also exploded.
Canal Trust uses
some of the funds it
collects for its “Towpath Forever” resurfacing program. As
Barber noted, the
towpath was originally
designed for muleteers and mules pulling barges, and not
the type of foot and
bicycle traffic it gets
today. Some parts of the towpath are badly degraded and almost impassable, particularly after heavy
rains. Using the same engineers who worked on
the Great Allegheny Passage (which goes 150-miles
from Pittsburgh, PA, to Cumberland, MD, and is
routinely coupled with the towpath to go another
185 miles to Washington, DC), 42 miles of towpath
from Shepherdstown to Big Slackwater have already
been regraded and resurfaced with packed stone
dust. This helps with runoff during big storms and
avoids further erosion. The path from Swains Lock
to Shepherdstown is being targeted next as it is
highly eroded and rains often turn it into mud, making it deeply rutted. The Trust has also been able to
pursue funds from Maryland’s Transportation Alternatives Program as much of the towpath, particularly in our area, is used as a commuter route.
Another program that the Canal Trust manages is
“Canal for All.” The Trust is trying to attract communities (such as the Latinx and Black communities)
that are underrepresented in the Park and work
with local community groups to address barriers to
participation. In light of demographic projections,
it is important that these communities nurture a
love of nature and of America’s park systems. “We
need to expand ownership of national parks to
everyone, acknowledging our future demographics,” said Barber. Ingate noted that more park signs

could be bilingual to attract the Hispanic community.
Barber continued, noting that Canal Trust has used
some of its funding to pay for Civilian Conservation
Corps-style groups that employ youth in some of the
park’s restoration and maintenance projects. Funds
are also used for “Canal Classrooms” which bring
8,000-10,000 kids into the Park each year for curriculum-based classes.
Barber added that the Canal Trust has been working on developing transport to make the Park more
accessible to a wider range of users. Rasmussen said
that this is an issue that GEPPAC is addressing and
she suggested that the two organizations could partner to come up with solutions.
Zangwill asked about the rewatering of the canal.
Rewatering began at Violette’s Lock to Swain’s Lock
and the hope is to rewater the park from that point
all the way to Fletcher’s Boathouse in the district.
Barber then exited the BCA Board meeting.
For more information on the Canal Trust, please
visit https://www.canaltrust.org/.
Minutes Continued
Rasmussen noted that she has been working on
submitting a request for a second round of funding
from the Chesapeake Bay Trust for additional stormwater management on Clubhouse grounds. The BCC
is pursuing a $100,000 grant that would address the
fire road and the gravel that routinely washes down
off it during heavy rains into West Halbert Road.
Rasmussen thought the grant proposal would have
a good shot at getting approved because it would
entail removing impervious surfaces (the gravel was
laid over a now crumbling asphalt road). The project
will tear up the asphalt and create a new meandering
path that will still allow a vehicle to use it.
There is now a new sidewalk on Wilson Lane in
front of two homeowners who agreed to have the
sidewalk added, which will enhance their ability to
safely walk to the Bannockburn Pool. This was thanks
in part to the efforts of BCA Vice President and
Transportation and Safety Chair Elizabeth Kellar.
The next BCA meeting is planned for November
10th at 8:00pm on Zoom.
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Spring Show Movie from p.1

Peter Simpson in “The Impossible Burger.”

Eric “Neanderthal” Nichols in “The Impossible
Burger”

we notified the cast that we would decide on a
path forward by May – delay until things cleared
up, cancel the show, or go virtual. When we notified the cast that the show would go on online, we
thought we could have it ready in August. We had
no idea how hard it would be to record, edit, and
compile a show of 30 music videos created mostly by people who had no idea how to do a virtual
production. We flashed past our next deadline in
September, but when we got to October we finally
had what might be the best Spring Show ever.
What’s different? For one thing the cast has expanded. People who have never been in the show
saw an opportunity, like the Peterson family, formerly of Selkirk Court, and now living in Yosemite
National Park, who submitted the very first video.
Some past show notables signed back on, including
former director Ruth Feldman and music director
Mike Feldman, now residents of Portland, OR. The
Feldmans also recruited their son and grandchildren in San Francisco to join them virtually for their
songs. Many Bannockburn parents stuck at home
also saw an opportunity to bring their children into
their numbers.
Learning as we went, we discovered that a video
format enabled us explore a range of settings, to
get into other people’s homes despite COVID,
and to stage our numbers in beloved and familiar
Bannockburn locations, such as the C&O Canal and
Glen Echo Park, and in distant locations such as
Chincoteague and rural Maine.
Most importantly, we had to develop safe recording strategies that maintained necessary social
distancing. No more gathering around the piano
for rehearsals or forming a kick line on stage. Most
often this meant piecing videos together out of
separate recordings by individuals or family groups.

Sometimes cast members got together outside
while wearing masks and maintaining six-foot distance.
All these new video strategies also brought with
them a panoply of technical challenges. Cast members who had no experience with video production
had to learn how to record themselves on their
smartphones while listening to an audio track of the
music on earphones. On the other end, our video
editors had to piece sometimes dozens of video
and audio tracks together into a smoothly-flowing
song. Fortunately, Bannockburnians are quick learners and we have cast members who were tech-savvy
enough to take on the editing. Here a special shoutout needs to be made to artistic director and chief
editor Noah Guthman of Brigadoon Drive, who
spent endless sleepless hours piecing many of the
individual videos together and giving them polish
and then compiling them all into the final movie.
I’d also like to give praise here to the other
members of the production team who kept the ball
rolling over almost nine months: head writers Brad
Kelly and Aaron Payne, music director Fred Vinson,
and producers Terri Payne, Helene Granof, and Penny Mills. Without them, this show would never have
made it onto the screen.
As always, the Bannockburn Spring Show is the
major fundraiser for our Clubhouse. This year we
are depending on your donations, rather than sales
of tickets, to keep the lights on. When you go to
SpringShow.org to view the show, please give as
generously as you are able. If everyone donates a
dollar per laugh and two for every tear, we’ll do just
fine.
Simpson, of Broxburn Court, is the director of the
Bannockburn Spring Show.
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Bannockburn Cooperators, Inc.

The Episcopal
Church of the
Redeemer

Board Members 2020-2021
Patty Howie, President/BCA Liaison
Juliette Searight, Vice President
Ava Hillman, Secretary/Treasurer
At Large: Connie Gass, Margie Gustafson,
Diana Keeling, Tom Holzman

www.redeemerbethesda.org

BCI owns the Clubhouse and surrounding grounds,
in addition to two small triangular pieces of property
in the valley. It has a long-term agreement with BCC
for it to manage the Clubhouse and grounds, and it
cooperates with BCC, BCA, and NAN on community
events and issues. The BCI Board would like to thank
the property owners who surround the valley for mowing the lawn and keeping the grounds tidy.
Residents become shareholders of BCI either by
transfer from the previous owner of their house or by
paying a one-time $10 fee. Shareholders can participate in major decisions regarding BCI property. If you
have received a notice of eligibility or would like to
check your shareholder status, contact Patty Howie,
pbhowie@verizon.net.
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Sundays on Zoom
Adult Forum (9a), Family
Worship (10a), Coffee Hour (4:30p)
TheFIVE (5p)
All Saints’/All Souls’ Services
November 1 & 2, on Zoom
Thanksgiving Programming
November 26, 27, 28
Links provided on our website.
The Rev. Cricket Park, Rector
Geoffrey Silver, Director of Music Ministries
6201 Dunrobbin Drive 301-229-3770
office@redeemerbethesda.org
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aND tHE bEAT gOES oN…
By Pamela Toole

Howdy, Bannockburn music lovers! Bannockburn’s inaugural “Lawnapalooza: Get Down In The
Lockdown” debuted on October 3rd, with socially-distanced concerts throughout the neighborhood
running from 4 to 7pm. By all counts, Lawnapalooza
was a rousing success.
With Covid restrictions in place, 2020 was not a
year to host the Bannockburn Music Festival which
would have seen its tenth year this year. Yet, people
were asking about it because, you know, people
need music festivals.
While walking and talking in the neighborhood
one day in September, fellow chanteuse Jeanine
Greene and I discussed an idea batted around for a
few years about hosting “porch concerts” in Bannockburn. With Covid, it certainly seemed like the
right time to do it. One conversation led to another,
and after spinning the idea to various neighborhood
key players, planning was well underway within a few

Katie Katinas, Brigadoon Drive, sings opera.

Continued p. 8

Aaron Payne of Benalder Drive.

Finn McCahill of West Halbert Road.

Carpenter family of Rannoch Road.

All three photos above by Michael Hyman of candidfamilyphotosbymichael.com

LAW OFFICE OF BRAD KELLY, LLC
6917 RANNOCH ROAD
Washingtonian Top
Civil Defense Lawyer
2005 -2017

BETHESDA, MD 20817
TELEPHONE 240.355.6593
BKELLY@BKELLYLAW.COM

YOUR PERSONAL INJURY PLAINTIFF'S LAWYER
I've changed teams. Now I'm on yours.
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Lawnapalooza from p. 7
Richard Aitken and Pamela Toole of Rannoch
Road.
The rapid-fire success of the event could not
have been achieved without all of those who
rose quickly to help our first Lawnapalooza
happen: Terri Payne, Tanya Sisler, Hans Engler,
Beth Rogers, Ana Rasmussen, Erin McCahill,
the BCC/BCA boards, and each and every performer who put out signs and took donations
in addition to playing for you. It was a wonderfully, and very Bannockburnian, collective
effort, raising nearly $2500 for the Clubhouse,
which has had a rough 2020, too.
A big thank you to all who came out! Rock
on!

Hecht family of
Kenhowe Drive.

Gordon family
of Rannoch
Road.

Toole lives on Rannoch Road and is one of the
organizers of Bannockburn’s Music Festival.
Got a musical happening? Let her know and
she’ll help you spread the word! pstoole28@
gmail.com.

Kuntamukkala family,
Crathie Lane.

Henriette Rahusen,
Dalroy Lane.

days and the event launched in just two and half weeks.
Performers enjoyed playing in front of people again,
and small gatherings roamed the neighborhood enjoying the sweet sounds, the crisp air, and the remarkable
community we are so fortunate to find ourselves living
in. Nine lawns transformed into stages where Bannockburn musicians of all genres and levels filled the air with
music. Some performers were Music Festival or Spring
Show regulars while others performed for the neighborhood for the first time. We are incredibly fortunate to
have so much talent in our midst! Featured performers
were Shauna Simon (Bannockburn Drive), Barb Hess
(Wagner Lane), Jeanine Greene (West Halbert Road),
Brad and Colin Kelly (Rannoch Road), Aaron Payne
(Benalder Drive), Fin McCahill (West Halbert Road),
Katie Katinas (Brigadoon Drive), Jody Myers (Kenhowe
Drive), Gianne McNeil (Rannoch Court), Todd McIntyre
(West Halbert Road), David Goldberger (Laverock Lane),
Amr Khani (Rannoch Road), Mark Dubester (who grew
up on Elgin Lane), Aaron Zitner (Haddington Place), and
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For every home I sell in the Bannockburn neighborhood, I donate
$250 to the Bannockburn Clubhouse Renovation Fund.
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Lawnapalooza from p.8

Jim Mole and Suzan Richmond
watch Batida Diferente from their
front yard on Kenhowe Drive.

Batida Diferente performs at Jody Myers’s house on Kenhowe
Drive. This was the first time they had been able to perform
together since February.

Photo by Michael Hyman of candidfamilyphotosbymichael.com

Jeanine Green of West Halbert Road performs Gypsy jazz.

Kevin Rackstraw and Joanne Hustead of Pyle Road
make a donation.

Margie and Scott Arnold of Rannoch Road.

Listening to General MacArthur and the Boulevards on Rannoch Road.
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Bannockburn Continues to Support Its Resources
By Mike Zangwill

Once a year members of the Bannockburn Civic
Association and Bannockburn Community Club are
asked to renew their memberships and also make
a voluntary donation to the important resources
that make Bannockburn a great place to live. Even
modest gifts from many neighbors add up. And now
during Covid times our resources need our support
more than ever.

Friends of Clara Barton Community Center
The Clara Barton Community Center has
long been a great resource for Bannockburn
residents. It offers many programs for youth
and seniors, including workout and game
rooms.
As Montgomery County budgets shrink,
our donations to FCBCC help overcome the
shortfall to keep operations running smoothly.

Recent donations by BCA/BCC membership:
Bannockburn Clubhouse – $7000
Neighbors Assisting Neighbors – $3700
Glen Echo Park – $4090
Friends of Clara Barton Community Center – $1330
Glen Echo Park
Although there are small signs of new activity, Glen
Echo Park, closed now since March, is in survival
mode and nobody knows when income streams will
return. That is why our donation at this time is all the
more significant. Glen Echo Park Executive Director
Katey Boerner remarks about the importance of the
Park’s relationship with Bannockburn:
“Year after year the Bannockburn community continues to show its generosity.
When I saw the donation
check I just said, ‘Wow!’ We
are so grateful to the community for this support and
are glad we have been able
Katey Boerner, Execu- to be of service fostering
everyone’s creative spirit
tive Director, GEPPAC
with great arts programs and
providing respite as a park. Bannockburn has had
an integral role in charting the course of the Park
going back 60 years from protesting for desegregation, to saving the Park from developers, to helping
launch the partnership that is GEPPAC [Glen Echo
Park Partnership for Arts and Culture] today. I want
to thank the Bannockburn community and the two
board members representing Bannockburn who
serve on our Board of Directors, Mike Zangwill and
Ana Rasmussen.”

At the doors of the Clara Barton Community
Center, Mike Zangwill, President of the Bannockburn Civic Association, presented Burr
Gray, President of Friends of Clara Barton Community Center, a donation check while practicing
social distancing.
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New in the Neighborhood
By Beth Rogers

Claudio Forner and Dagmar Lohan are renting
6304 Owen Place for the next four years while the
owners, the Molineus family, are stationed in the
country of Georgia.
Claudio and Dagmar both work for the World Bank
– Claudio in climate change where he is helping the
Bank focus on macroeconomics, policy, modeling,
and data; and Dagmar in the office of the German
Executive Director. The family has some familiarity
with the area: they were stationed in Washington
eight years ago.
They are joined by their children, Amelia, 14, and
David, 11, who both attend the German School.
The family mostly speaks German and Spanish at
home and David has been working on improving his
English.
Although Claudio notes that it’s been harder to
meet people within the context of Covid, the family
did enjoy swimming this summer at the Bannockburn Pool. They are also enjoying the beautiful
surroundings of their house, with its wraparound
deck overlooking the Bannockburn Valley, and have
purchased several guides to day hikes to better explore this region’s natural beauty.
The family previously lived in Bonn, Germany. As
someone who works with climate change and who
is doing his utmost to tread lightly on the environment, Claudio is committed to the family having
one car and relying on public transportation and
bicycles. In Germany the kids went everywhere by
bicycle, whether it was to school or piano practice.
That’s a bit harder to do in Bannockburn, admits
Claudio, where sidewalks are inconsistent and where
bike lanes are not as well defined.
Dagmar would love to be put in touch with people
who know of good recreational cycling routes in the
area. The family are also eager for Amelia and David
to meet other neighborhood children.
Claudio, who was born in Colombia, has written
several novels about Bogotá, and a new book of his
will be coming out soon.

3, growing, they needed a single-family home. “We
weren’t expecting to move considering the stress
and hassle of Covid,” says Seth, “but we were looking around and this house came on the market and
we decided to make a move.”
Stephanie works with the American Society of
Hematology and Seth works for Capital One Bank.
The Kaplans had narrowed their search to the
Glen Echo and Cabin John areas because of their
history and charm and access to parks, green spaces, and trails. As Seth notes, “We were supposed
to be celebrating our ten-year anniversary in Italy in
October…instead we bought a house.”
Abby and Lucy both go to school at the JCC in
Rockville. Abby would have been attending her first
year of kindergarten at Bannockburn Elementary
School, but Stephanie and Seth decided to keep
her at the JCC which is running an in-person kindergarten this year.
Continued p. 12

GLEN ECHO EXXON

AUTO CARE SERVICE CENTER
6729 Goldsboro Road Bethesda MD 20817

Stephanie and Seth Kaplan recently moved into
6214 Dunrobbin Drive. The family had been living in
a townhouse in Whitley Park near the Beltway, but
they realized with their daughters Abby, 6, and Lucy,

301 229-8666
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Newcomers from p. 11
Mara Bralove and Ari Fisher moved into
6756 Brigadoon Drive with their two sons,
Elie, 13, and Felix, 9. The family had been living in Kenwood Park, but Mara had been looking for a contemporary home for a while and
when the house, redesigned by Mark McInturff, came on the market, she acted quickly,
falling in love with, among other things, “its
beautiful yard.” Mara grew up in Bethesda and
says, “We don’t plan on moving again.”
Ari is the owner of The Tech Mensch which
provides residential and small business tech
support. Mara is a financial advisor at Morgan
Stanley.
The entire family loves to bake, with Ari
making at least one loaf of sourdough bread

each week. Elie and Felix go to the Sidwell Friends
School and both boys say they like baking, biking,
and baseball, with Elie adding another “B” onto that
list: books.
Shortly after they moved into the house, Elie was
bar mitvahed, and a Torah from Temple Sinai was
dropped off. A small group of family was able to attend in the Bralove-Fisher’s spacious yard, but Mara
notes that because the service was also broadcast
on Zoom, family members in England could attend
virtually “which made it very different and very special.”
Has someone new moved onto your street? Contact
Beth Rogers, Bannockburn’s newcomers’ greeter, at
bethmrogers@earthlink.net, and she will make sure
they get an official welcome.

Bannockburn in Action

Marianne Ross of Owen Place at the Sycamore Island Club,
October 15th. Ross has been a member of the Club for about
25 years and spent much of this past summer there.

Lisa Rosenthal of Kenhowe Drive routinely walks the streets of Bannockburn and
picks up trash.
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Can Bannockburn Have Sidewalks?
It Can with a Few Willing Neighbors.
By Tom Kodiak

Before

After

7100 block of Wilson Lane. View from bus stop.
MCDOT clears vegetation in preparation for sidewalk installation

New sidewalk installed in August.

A safe place to walk outside of your home sounds
like something that should be an inalienable right;
however, for much of Bannockburn, that isn’t the
case. Without sidewalks people are almost universally forced into the street and although the law
states that pedestrians and bikes always have right
of way, reality says they will lose if push ever comes
to shove as sometimes happens to tragic and usually permanent conclusion.
For whatever reason, some parts of Bannockburn
were built without sidewalks decades ago, but the
calculations are a bit different in today’s world, particularly when you have small children traversing.
Where I live, along Braeburn Place and Wilson
Lane, is in the first and oldest section of Bannock-

burn, which, although nice, is a bit cut off from the
rest of the community. In order to get anywhere
on foot, we have to either cross Wilson Lane or
MacArthur Boulevard, or trudge through the
Bannockburn Valley. So, when I was asked to join a
petition to build a sidewalk along the southern portion of Wilson Lane between Braeburn Place and
Laverock Court, I jumped at the opportunity.
This was an opportunity that I understood would
connect three distinctly disconnected blocks of
Bannockburn together, which I imagined would
form a greater sense of community as well as allow
children a safer route to the school, the Clubhouse,
or to the Bannockburn Pool. Signing the petition,
I naively believed that everyone would be for the
Continued p. 14
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Sidewalk from p. 13
measure because the sidewalk would cover a very
ingly dangerous, particularly for my young children.
dangerous portion of Wilson with a blind turn
My children still have to rely on the good nature
where pedestrians regularly walk in the street.
of neighbors to cut through their yards to get to
The petition as originally submitted proposed
the Bannockburn Pool, though. What I would like
a sidewalk along the entire length of Wilson beto see is that sidewalk extended at a minimum to
tween 7100 Wilson Lane to Laverock Court. The
Laverock Court so they could walk to the pool, the
impact would be that the sidewalk would traverse
Community Club, and Bannockburn Elementary
the public portions
School without having
of land transecting
Since the sidewalk has been installed, I’ve to cut through peoeight yards. Because
yards. We want
noticed that people have an easier time get- ple’s
of this there was conour kids to be able
ting to the bus stop next to my house. My
siderable resistance
to walk on their own
to the measure and
family has been using the sidewalk a lot and and not have to drive
at the hearing for the we see a lot of other people using it – the
them everywhere.
sidewalk proposal the
Since the sidewalk
walk
is
very
nice.
opponents presented
has been installed,
arguments about not
I’ve noticed that
wanting to have to shovel snow on the sidewalk,
people have an easier time getting to the bus stop
concerns that building a sidewalk would reduce
next to my house. My family has been using the
vegetation and therefore negatively impact propersidewalk a lot and we see a lot of other people
ty values, and suggestions that pedestrians should
using it – the walk is very nice.
instead walk across Wilson (not noting that crossing
A similar sidewalk debate rages in other parts of
Wilson on foot can be rather intimidating) and use
Bannockburn. I would encourage those who find
the existing narrow asphalt path there.
others who believe in safety to submit a proposal
Consequently, the original Braeburn Place to
together for a sidewalk and, working in micro-segLaverock Court sidewalk proposal was defeated;
ments, we can build a more connected community
however a neighbor and I were undeterred and not
in which we and our children can walk and play in
willing to give up. At this point I really need to give
safety.
a big thanks to another nearby neighbor: Elizabeth
Kellar of Braeburn Place, Vice President of the BanKodiak lives on the 7100 block of Wilson Lane.
nockburn Civic Association and its Transportation
and Safety Chair. Kellar, who had initiated the original petition, inquired about revision. We adjusted
the original request and submitted a notarized
authorization stating that two adjacent landowners
agreed to revised and reduced sidewalk construction which would place a sidewalk along Wilson
Lane connecting the two points of the separate
Braeburn Place loops. This scaled-back proposal
was approved and a small sidewalk was installed on
the 7100 block of Wilson Lane in August, more than
18 months after the original attempt.
For my family it means we can now unify the two
Braeburn Places without having to walk on the
shoulder of Wilson Lane, which always felt exceed-
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Sidewalk Proposal for Kenhowe and Pyle Drive
By Nancy Roche

Kenhowe Drive residents are looking seriously at
this issue. Many residents feel strongly that a sidewalk is the best way to improve safety as kids walk
and bike both to the pool and to Bannockburn Elementary School which does not provide busing for
those within a mile of the school. They also note
that promoting pedestrian access to points within
the community will have the net effect of removing
more cars from neighborhood streets.
Other residents are opposed, citing the environmental impact of adding cement and the possible
disruption to existing trees and plantings in the
County right-of-way. (For general awareness, the
County typically owns at least 15 feet of property
from the curb of a County road.)
The full proposal, and other sidewalk FAQs, can
be found on the Bannockburn website at bannockburncommunity.org/kenhowe-sidewalk/, along with
a feedback form. Please review the proposal and
submit any comments to MCDOT.DTE.sidewalk@
montgomerycountymd.gov and include your name
and address if you have questions. MCDOT would
like to hear from the community and impacted
organizations.
All comments need to be submitted to the Annual Sidewalk Program by November 13th, 2020.

Several Kenhowe Drive residents have submitted
requests to the Montgomery County Department
of Transportation (MCDOT) to complete the sidewalk on Kenhowe Drive to better support Bannockburn’s robust walking community as well as ensure
the safety of all pedestrians (particularly children)
walking to Bannockburn Elementary school and the
Merrimack Pool.
MCDOT has developed a proposal as part of
its Annual Sidewalk Program and has opened the
comment period until November 13th. After the
comments are evaluated there may be a public hearing to review this proposal before a final
decision is made on this request to fully bridge the
sidewalk gap on Kenhowe Drive on both sides of
Pyle Road, and to extend the sidewalk from the
Kenhowe/Pyle intersection down to the entrance
of Merrimack Pool. The specific impacted area is as
follows (see map below):
• the WEST side of Kenhowe from the existing
sidewalk at 6422 Kenhowe to 6504 Kenhowe
• the EAST side of Kenhowe from the existing
sidewalk at 6415 Kenhowe to 6509 Kenhowe
• both sides of Pyle Road from Kenhowe to the
entrance of Merrimack Pool

Roche, a BCA Board member, lives on Kenhowe
Drive.

Red line represents sidewalk installation area as
proposed by MCDOT.
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National Good Neighbor Day and Neighbors Assisting
Neighbors (NAN)
By Betz Allen

September 28th was National Good Neighbor
Day, a day to salute villages and community organizations and their superheroes.
One such community organization deserving of
recognition is our own Neighbors Assisting Neighbors (NAN).
Miriam Kelty of Selkirk Drive is President of the
board-run organization and JoAnn Krecke of Bannockburn Drive is the volunteer coordinator. Miriam
and JoAnn are the “superheroes” whose tireless
efforts have made NAN a success in Bannockburn.
Miriam and JoAnn do not consider themselves superheroes but participants in an effort to let neighbors know that they strive to meet transportation
and other needs of our community with an emphasis on seniors and helping them age in place.  
The Covid-19 pandemic has curtailed many interactive activities sponsored by NAN. However, NAN,
to the best extent possible, continues to provide
limited services and virtual events while protecting
public health.
Highlights of NAN services available during the
pandemic:

lectures, courses, concerts, and interest groups,
as well as health updates to keep everyone
connected during these times of limited social
activity. NAN collaborates with other villages in
Montgomery County to organize and inform the
community about cultural, educational, and recreational offerings. Though many of the activities
focus on seniors, anyone interested can participate. To learn more about some of the more
recent virtual offerings, check out “NAN Notes”
at www.bannockburnnan.org.
• Miriam and JoAnn have used their homebound
time to develop and launch a new website, providing a one-stop shop where you can find basic
information about NAN, as well as a wide variety
of resources and activities available to seniors
and other interested members of the community.
Check out their new website at www.bannockburnnan.org or visit www.bannockburncommunity.org to access the NAN link. If you have photos
you’d like to share to enhance the NAN website,
please forward them to Krecke at dandjkrecke@
verizon.net, or Kelty at keltymiriam@gmail.com.

• NAN has paired volunteers with seniors for grocery shopping and other errands and manages
a communication network to check that seniors
are okay.
• NAN continues to maintain activity with Village
Rides, where volunteer drivers are available and
ready to assist community members who need
help with transportation to medical appointments, voting (getting to the polls, post office
for mail-in, or drop boxes), etc. To protect the
health of riders and drivers, masks are provided and both parties are required to adhere to
safety recommendations from the CDC, Montgomery County, and other sources. If you need
a ride, or would like to volunteer as a driver,
please contact JoAnn Krecke at dandjkrecke@
verizon.net or (301) 706-1384.
• NAN continues to publish “NAN Notes,” a
bimonthly newsletter informing the community
of a broad range of virtual programs such as

JoAnn and Miriam are both happy to assist if you
need help accessing the NAN website or the “NAN
Notes” newsletter, or if you have questions regarding NAN and its associated activities. JoAnn can be
reached at (301) 706-1384, and Miriam at (301 2295639.
The African proverb says “it takes a village to raise
a child,” but it also takes a village for all of us, regardless of age, to thrive in this world. NAN truly
is about neighbors assisting neighbors. We are all
here to help each other. Thank you, Miriam and
JoAnn, for being our “village” leaders and for your
many selfless acts of kindness to support your “villagers” and make NAN a successful program for the
Bannockburn Community!
Allen, of East Halbert Road, is a NAN block coordinator.
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