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Like many of this year’s brides, Caroline Sherrard, 
who grew up on Dunrobbin Drive (BNS ’97, WWHS 
’10), and fiancé Michael Allen had to decide what 
to do about their June 20 wedding, which had been 
scheduled to take place at the 
Bannockburn Clubhouse until the 
coronavirus intervened. The cou-
ple briefly considered postponing 
to June 20, 2021, until reminded 
that a million cicadas would crash 
the ceremony. So they deter-
mined to go ahead with an imme-
diate-family-members-only 2020 
event, called “First Wedding,” 
with “Full Wedding” to occur at 
some later date.

With the permission of the 
Clubhouse and a donation in 
gratitude for the opportunity, 
the Sherrard-Allen ceremony was 
held on the back porch as origi-
nally scheduled but with signifi-
cant modification. 

The Bannockburn Clubhouse Back Porch: 
The Perfect Venue for a COVID-Era Wedding
By Catherine Baker

The morning of the event, Caroline’s sister Ve-
ronica and their mother, Catherine Baker, worked in 
the pouring rain to clip leaves from a backyard tree 
and staple them to two plywood trellises, which they 
threaded with fairy lights and propped up on each 
side of the portico. With Clubhouse manager Mike 
Parker’s friendly assistance, they hung a curtain of 
fairy lights as backdrop. A quick noontime trip to 
Trader Joe’s provided the flowers. The bride wore a 
mail-order tea dress (the fitted wedding gown was 
set aside for that other day) and her hair was styled 
by her mother. Homemade masks served as party 
favors. 

Veronica conducted the ceremony. She is a min-
ister of the Universal Life Church, where ordination 
requires answering three online questions: “What is 
your name?” “Are you over 18?” and “Can you find 

Caroline Sherrard and Michael Allen marry at the 
Clubhouse.

Left to right: groom’s parents, Monte Allen and Sara Oaklander; groom, 
Michael Allen; bride, Caroline Sherrard; officiator, Veronica Sherrard; 
bride’s parents, Catherine Baker and Greg Sherrard.

Continued p. 3
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Back 9 Production Team
Beth Rogers – Writer/Editor
Mike Zangwill – Design/Layout

Back 9 Contributors
Catherine Baker
Ray Crist
Patty Howie
Cricket Park
Ellen Paul
Ana Rasmussen
Eileen Reyna
Juliette Searight

The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) has 
published our neighborhood’s newsletter since 
1953. The Back 9 is published monthly September 
through June and currently reaches almost 700 
households. To make sure you receive a copy of this 
newsletter, visit http://bannockburncommunity.org/
newsletter-forum-request.php.

Interested in submitting an article or running an 
advertisement? Please email bannockburnback9@
gmail.com. 

The opinions presented in the Back 9 are the 
authors’ own. The BCA Board neither verifies nor 
endorses the contents of this community newslet-
ter. While the editors make every effort to ensure 
published dates, times, and other information are 
correct and current, errors may occur; the editorial 
staff, authors, and the BCA Board are not liable for 
any damages that may result from readers’ reliance 
on the information published in good faith herein.

BCA Board 2019-2020
Mike Zangwill, President
Elizabeth Kellar, Vice President
Steven Solomon, Treasurer
Patty Howie, Historian
Rick Pollard, Ombudsman
Ana Rasmussen, Environment
Anne Quinlan, Secretary
Nancy Roche
Bob Dohner
Randall Ingate
Nancy Forden
Laura Chavez

Bannockburn Community 
Club (BCC)

The BCC is the 501(c)(3) organization 
that manages the clubhouse and grounds 
on behalf of the BCI. As a result of this 
designation, any donations to BCC are tax 
deductible to the full extent allowable by 
law. 

BCC promotes, supports, and sponsors 
educational and cultural activities at the 
Bannockburn Community Clubhouse, 
including a not-for-profit nursery school, a 
children’s summer camp, theater (includ-
ing the Spring Show), art, music, dance, 
forums, lectures, and discussion groups.
 
Membership:
Area residents, former area residents, and 
friends of Bannockburn.
Annual Dues: 
Set by elected Board of Directors (current-
ly $250 for sponsors, $50 for families and 
$35 for single heads of households).
President: Christo Andonyadis
Treasurer: Hans Engler 
 
Contact: contact-bcc@bannockburncom-
munity.org

Office: +1.301.907.7600    
Long & Foster Bethesda Gateway  
4650 East West Highway   
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

CAROL STRASFELD
REALTOR® Licensed in MD & DC     The 
The DC Team at Long & Foster, Inc. 
Lic. #SP93396 (DC)

Mobile: +1.301.806.8871   
Email: Carol.Strasfeld@LNF.com  
Website: theDCteam.com
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the submit button?”
 “Let us be mindful,” she said, “that your vows 

are just as meaningful when declared among seven 
people as among seven billion.” Witnesses were 
the four parents, the photographer, Susie Parker 
smiling from an upstairs window, and a dog walker 
passing by on the side path.

 After the ceremony, the bride grilled vege-
tables, which were served with a turkey breast 
smoked by her father Greg Sherrard earlier that 
day. Dessert was key lime pie; it was not only 
delicious but memorable, because while picking it 
up from Dangerously Delicious Pies in DC the day 
before, the bridal couple had been waylaid for two 
hours in awesome Black Lives Matter protest traffic. 
A round picnic table on the Clubhouse grounds was 
ideally-sized for the small party. Decked with white 
linens, the family china, and tulips, it was hardly 
distinguishable from the head table at a Royal wed-
ding.

During the ceremony, friend Ellen Noble (BNS 
’96, WWHS ’09, and daughter of Julie Noble of 
East Halbert Road) and her husband John Lewis 
decorated the Sherrard family car with “just mar-
ried” paraphernalia. This chariot carried bride and 
groom to a hotel on the wharf in Southwest DC for 
a single night of coupled self-isolation.

Photographs by Ben Frey

Baker lives on Dunrobbin Drive.

Caroline Sherrard holds bouquet made from face masks.

Newlyweds walk the aisle.

Clubhouse Wedding  from p. 1

Bannockburn Cooperators, 
Inc.
Board Members 2020-2021

Patty Howie, President/BCA Liaison
Juliette Searight, Vice President
Ava Hillman, Secretary/Treasurer
At Large: Connie Gass, Margie Gustafson, Diana 
Keeling, Tom Holzman

BCI owns the Clubhouse and surrounding 
grounds, in addition to two small triangular pieces 
of property in the valley. It has a long-term agree-
ment with BCC for it to manage the Clubhouse 
and grounds, and it cooperates with BCC, BCA, 
and NAN on community events and issues. The BCI 
Board would like to thank the property owners who 
surround the valley for mowing the lawn and keep-
ing the grounds tidy.

Residents become shareholders of BCI either by 
transfer from the previous owner of their house or 
by paying a one-time $10 fee. Shareholders can 
participate in major decisions regarding BCI prop-
erty.  If you have received a notice of eligibility or 
would like to check your shareholder status, contact 
Patty Howie, pbhowie@verizon.net. 

https://www.benfreyphotography.com/
mailto:pbhowie@verizon.net
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“Covid coaster.”
One of my colleagues 

used those words to 
describe how he was 
feeling these days. How 
appropriate. There are 
days when I’m enjoying 
everything – the blue sky, 
planning liturgy, petting 
my dogs, cooking a yum-
my supper. Then there 
was Tuesday when all I 
wanted to do was cry. 
Most days are just like 
usual, get up, go to work, maybe a dance class and 
then eat and go to bed. Thank heaven baseball is 
back, at least for now.  

Comparing the days to a rollercoaster is helpful. 
It reminds us that there are ups and downs, and a 
sickening twist or two, but it all comes to an end. 
The only difference now is that there seems to be 
no end in sight and I don’t ever want to ride this 
ride again!

One way that I pray is to work wizardry with yarn, 
knitting needles, crochet hooks, or needle and 
thread. I rarely make things for myself. So, as I work 
through a project, I pray for whomever the socks, 
or pillow, or stuffed animal might belong when I’m 
done. As you can imagine, I’m praying a lot for my 
soon-to-be-born grandchild. 

Prayer is what helps even out the coaster ride. It 
can look like reading the book of Exodus. Former 
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori once 
said that her praying often looked like running! 
So, do yourself a spiritual favor. Get away from 
the screens for at least an hour regularly. Sit with 
your eyes shut and remember the people you love 
and those who love you. Don’t just go for a walk 
– saunter along and use all your senses. Listen to 
some music that reminds you of less stressful times. 
Do yoga or dance like no one’s watching. God 
sees, hears, and is present with you in the music or 
the flowers or the darkness. Prayers help us con-
nect to God’s presence. God hasn’t gone away. 
We just have to take some time to search for the 
Divine around us.

Amen Corner
“COVID Coaster”
By the Reverend Cricket Park, Rector
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer

 
 
 

Episcopal Church of the Redeemer 
 

Sundays at Redeemer—beginning 9/13 
Adult Forum at 9:00am 

Family Worship on Zoom at 10:00am 
Sunday School at 10:30am 

 
The FIVE—Afternoon worship on Zoom. 

www.redeemerbethesda.org 
 

KASSIA Music  
“Live on Lockdown” 

September 12, 2020, at 7pm 
www.musicatredeemer.org 

The Rev. Cricket Park, Rector  
Geoffrey Silver, Director of Music Ministries 

6201 Dunrobbin Drive  301-229-3770 
office@redeemerbethesda.org   

GLEN ECHO EXXON
6729 Goldsboro Road Bethesda MD 20817
AUTO CARE SERVICE CENTER

301 229-8666
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Bannockburn Broadcasting
By Ray Crist

Bannockburn became the broadcasting hub of the 
Dartmouth College radio station, WebDCR.com, 
during quarantine.

WebDCR, where I currently serve as program 
director, became my major extracurricular at school 
last year. We were broadcasting out of our studio 
live up through the winter, and were hopeful that 
Dartmouth would be spared from a major COVID 
outbreak, given how remote Dartmouth is. That was 
until a Dartmouth employee got sick. From that day 
(March 2) forward, we started plotting what remote 
broadcasting might look like. 

My parents graciously offered up our kitchen com-
puter, here at West Halbert Road, to become Mis-
sion Control for WebDCR for the spring. Through a 
rather complicated process, I spent my spring term 
routing DJs’ voices, coming in from all over the 
country, through our computer, and out onto the 
internet. 

One of the things I love about campus radio is how 
intimate it feels – as if you’re sitting in someone’s 
dorm room, late at night, as they share their favorite 
music. We knew that was the feeling students would 
be missing as they sat through Zoom classes, and 
that was the feeling we wanted to provide.

The spring term was a big success on-air. We got 
our highest listenership in years. We even hosted a 
virtual version of Green Key, the big spring concert 
on campus. Our programming not only helped keep 
other Dartmouth students connected to Dartmouth 
but it helped those of us running the station stay 
sane!

Given the amount of work it took, I’m relieved to 
say we’re on hiatus until the fall, when we hope to 
start broadcasting again from our home in Hanover, 
NH. Nevertheless, it’s been fun!

Crist, of West Halbert Road, will be entering his 
junior year at Dartmouth College, where he is ma-
joring in sociology. Following the recent protests, 
WebDCR recently re-aired its January 1965 inter-
view with Malcolm X, which took place three weeks 
before he died. You can find the recorded tape at 
webdcr.com. 

LAW OFFICE OF BRAD KELLY, LLC 
6917 RANNOCH ROAD 

BETHESDA, MD 20817 

TELEPHONE 240.355.6593 

BKELLY@BKELLYLAW.COM 

Washingtonian Top 
Civil Defense Lawyer 

2005 -2017 

YOUR  PERSONAL  INJURY PLAINTIFF'S LAWYER
I've changed teams.  Now I'm on yours.

Ray Crist 

http://WebDCR.com
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Work Begins on River Road Crosswalk
Walt Whitman High School students and their 

parents and anyone else who crosses over Riv-
er Road at Pyle Road will be happy to note that 
the Maryland Department of Transportation State 
Highway Administration 
(MDOT SHA) began 
a $1.9 million road-
way safety improvement 
project on MD 190 (River 
Road) between Braeburn 
Parkway and Pyle Road 
on August 5th. The proj-
ect, scheduled for 
completion in spring 
2021, will improve traffic 
operations and safety for 
pedestrians and motor-
ists within the one-third-
mile segment of MD 190. 

In February of 2016, 
three members of a Walt 
Whitman family died in 
an automobile accident 
at what was once a highly-confusing intersection at 
Braeburn Parkway and River Road. While that inter-
section has been reconfigured through the use of 
temporary flex poles, many Bannockburn parents 
have still been complaining about near misses when 
their children cross over River Road to get to school. 

Improvements will include: 
 
•	 Construction of a new traffic signal on MD 

190 at Braeburn Parkway; 
•	 Installation of concrete channelized islands 

to prohibit through- and left-turn movements 
from Braeburn Parkway onto MD 190; 

•	 Installation of pedestrian-activated, full-col-
or traffic signals on eastbound and west-
bound MD 190 in the vicinity of Pyle Road;   

•	 Relocation of the pedestrian crossing on 
westbound MD 190 closer to Walt Whitman 
High School;  

•	 Construction of a new Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) compliant sidewalk con-
nection to the existing sidewalk adjacent to 
the school’s athletic fields. 

The new signal on MD 190 at Braeburn Park-
way will include exclusive left-turn arrows from 
eastbound and westbound MD 190 onto Braeburn 
Parkway. The new signals on MD 190 at Pyle Road 

will remain green unless a 
pedestrian presses the 
button to cross, and in-
clude accessible pedestri-
an countdown equipment.  

Crews are performing 
tree removal work within 
the project limits to clear 
the area for the subsequent 
safety improvements. Pe-
destrian traffic will be main-
tained, but certain phases 
may require temporary 
sidewalk closures which will 
direct pedestrians to the 
safest nearby crossing.  

To perform all phases of 
work, crews will use tempo-

rary single-lane closures, weekdays 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and multiple-lane closures from, 
9 p.m. to 5 a.m. Additional work times and lane 
closures may be necessary to complete all phases of 
work and keep the project on schedule. Civil Con-
struction of Cheverly, MD, is performing the work.  

Dr. Alan Goodwin, former principal of Walt 
Whitman, emailed Richard Boltuck of Cairn Terrace, 
when he heard the news. Boltuck, the former vice 
president of the Bannockburn Civic Association, 
had been working on safety improvements for close 
to 15 years. “Thank you for all your work,” wrote 
Goodwin. “If it were not for you and Korman [Mary-
land state delegate Marc Korman], nothing would 
be taking place to improve safety. I happened to 
drive down River Road recently and was dismayed 
that little had been done so this is great news! …. I 
was so impressed with your dedication and Kor-
man’s. Without the devotion of you two, River Road 
would remain dangerous.”

Current principal Dr. Robert Dodd noted in a 
press release, “I want to thank the many community 
members who advocated for modifications to this 
stretch of River Road, including former principal Dr. 
Alan Goodwin.”

Work on crosswalk, August 24th.
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Lizzie and Ryan Conrad bought the house at 
6305 Bannockburn Drive. They had had their eyes 
on the Bannockburn neighborhood for a while, since 
they are good friends with Leila and Zach Avallone 
of Wagner Lane. The Conrads had been living in a 
two-bedroom apartment in Woodley Park and real-
ized that with working from home during quarantine 
they needed more space for their family. 

Lizzie and Ryan, who both work as consultants, 
are delighted to have built-in friends and playdates 
for their sons Rhodes, 4, and Daniel, one-and-a-half. 
They are totally enamored with their new house 
and the neighborhood. “Every window looks onto a 
vista,” says Ryan. They enjoy being close to nature, 
and Lizzie marvels at how many foxes, raccoons, and 
rabbits she sees. 

Living in a two-bedroom apartment during quar-
antine was tough – now they can open up the door 
and let their kids enjoy the back yard. The boys are 
finding delight in chasing butterflies and insects and 
running through the sprinkler.

Kanika and Michael Sabor moved into 6307 East 
Halbert Road with their son, Devin. The family had 
been living in the Petworth neighborhood in Wash-
ington, DC, and had been looking for a larger space 
with a good public school, as well as a neighbor-
hood where they could be part of the community. 
“Bannockburn Elementary School was a convincing 
factor,” says Kanika, adding that their modern house 
also caught their eye. “The neighbors have been 
really welcoming; we are really happy to be here.”

Kanika is a health care consultant and Michael 
is an economist. Devin will be entering kindergar-
ten. Kanika admits that it’s challenging to start a 
new school in the midst of a pandemic, but notes 
that Devin has been able to meet some kids at the 
Bannockburn Pool, as well some of the burgeoning 
population of young children on his block of East 
Halbert Road. 

David Hecht and Ivanesa Pardo bought 6421 
Kenhowe Drive. The family had been renting a 
house near the Landon School. David, who is origi-
nally from Indiana, met his wife, who is from Venezu-

ela, when she was doing her residency at Indiana 
University. Ivanesa now works for MedStar at 
Washington Hospital Center and David, who had 
worked as a software developer, has been a stay-
at-home father for the last five years, taking care 
of their children Elizabeth and Joel. Elizabeth will 
be entering first grade at Bannockburn Elemen-
tary School. Joel attends the Clara Barton Center 
for Children, where David serves as President of 
the Board. 

Sajit and Bhumika Gandhi moved into 6916 
Wilson Lane in July with their three children: Seva 
(10), Sahil (7), and Saila (4). Both originally from 
Pennsylvania, they have lived in the Washington, 
DC, area for 20 years after meeting as undergrads 
at George Washington University. Sajit works 
on the House Foreign Affairs Committee and 
Bhumika is a primary care physician at MedStar 
Georgetown University Hospital. The Gandhis 
love cooking together, staying active, and travel-
ing. They have enjoyed exploring Bannockburn 
and meeting their new neighbors.

Has someone new moved onto your street? 
Contact Beth Rogers, Bannockburn’s newcomers’ 
greeter, at bethmrogers@earthlink.net and she 
will make sure they get an official welcome. 

New in the Neighborhood
By Beth Rogers and Patty Howie
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THE BACKYARD NATURALIST: 
Rake It In
By Ellen Paul

Leaf rakes can be made of bamboo, plastic, or 
even metal. They are used to rake leaves. They are 
silent. Totally silent. They do not require gasoline 
engines or electric cords. They generate no ex-
haust and they do not pollute the air. 

Leaf rakes are extremely easy to use. No classes, 
no instruction booklets, no YouTube videos need-
ed. Just pull the leaves into a pile. 

There are some useful accessories. A tarp is 
helpful if you want to drag a big pile of leaves to 
the curb. You do NOT need to use paper bags 
for the leaves. It is helpful if you want to drag the 
leaves to spots in your yard where they can decay 
into a rich hummus for your garden and foster fire-
flies and other insects over the winter. If you want 
the leaves to break down faster, a lawn mower is 
essential and unfortunately, it really does need to 
be a power mower. A reel mower just won’t do the 
trick. You could even use a … leaf blower in reverse 
to suck the leaves up and shred them. 

But that’s ALL a leaf blower is good for. Well, 
that and blowing tear gas away. Otherwise, a leaf 
blower is nothing but a noisy, polluting contraption 
that shatters the silence we could otherwise be 
enjoying. Electric leaf blowers are not as noisy as 
gas-powered leaf blowers, but they are still noisy. 
And, yes, they generate pollution, too. 

Now rakes are just perfect for 2020. Raking is 
the ultimate “slow down and smell the roses” gar-
dening activity. On one of those spectacular clear, 
crisp fall days, gather the family out in the yard 
and, in no time at all, the leaves will be moved and 
piled as desired. The Montgomery County Public 
School System has cancelled fall and winter sports. 
The MSI soccer fields are closed. You won’t be 
running all over the county to practices and games. 
Raking is a wonderful substitute exercise for every-
one in the family. You can even save money by tell-
ing your landscaping company that you will handle 
the leaf management this year. 

If you are ill or elderly, this is a great chance to 
help teens earn some pocket money. Hire a local 
teen to rake the lawn for you. 

Some pro tips: if you have lots and lots of big 
trees, you may want to rake twice to make the job 

easier and more pleasant. If you don’t have a lot 
of leaves, don’t rake at all. Just run over the leaves 
with your lawn mower. The shredded leaves will 
break down in no time at all. It actually adds valu-
able nutrients to the soil. And, better still: research 
done at Michigan State University from 2003 to 
2009 used mulched leaf litter on the campus lawns. 
The researchers found that that leaving mulched 
leaf litter does your lawn no harm and can actually 
impede weed growth.

Another pro tip: you don’t actually have to 
rake every last leaf. Big, deep piles of wet, matted 
leaves can kill the lawn (which is a good thing, but 
another article) but a thin layer of leaves – which 
will likely blow away – won’t do any harm. But be-
fore you mulch the leaves, rake some whole leaves 
under and around your shrubs and trees to give the 
fireflies and other insects a nice, warm bed for the 
winter. Mulching, unfortunately, is likely to destroy 
butterfly eggs, caterpillars, and larvae that have 
taken shelter.

Rakes are silent. Silence is golden. Right now, 
domestic flights into and out of  DCA are down by 
90%, giving Bannockburn a rare respite from jet 
noise. Don’t fill that silence with leaf blower noise – 
try a rake! 

Paul, of East Halbert Road, lives to bird and birds 
to live, but, along the way, she also notices the in-
sects, mammals, and plants that surround Bannock-
burn. She tries to protect the habitat for all our 
native flora and fauna. She’s also on a mission to 
eradicate all the vinca, English ivy, lesser celandine, 
and other non-natives within a five-mile radius of 
her home. 

This is a rake. To be more precise, this is a leaf rake. 
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On Saturday, June 6th, my family and I made signs, 
donned masks, and joined approximately 50 Ban-
nockburnians to walk to MacArthur Boulevard to 
participate in the Peaceful Demonstration and Vigil 
for Black Lives Matters. We joined more than 500 
neighbors from communities along MacArthur Bou-
levard as the protest stretched from Brookmont to 
Persimmon Tree Road.

The protest was organized by Bannockburn Ele-
mentary School parents and Cabin John residents 
Debra Budiani-Saberi, Jen Jordan, and Brandy 
Swayze.  Debra’s starting focus was to create a child-, 
senior-, and family-friendly, socially-distanced event 
that would support the Black Lives Matter protests 

Bannockburnians Continue Long Tradition of Campaigning For Civil Rights
By Juliette Searight

Continued p. 10
Morgane Evans with mother Juliette Searight of 
Owen Place. 

Stefan Alexander and 
Shauna Simon of Bannock-
burn Drive.

Pilar Jimenez of East Halbert Road 
with daughter Julieta Muraresku. 

Ana and Jack Rasmussen of West Halbert Road. Sarah Sparks and Dan Dockery of West Halbert Road 
with children Brendan and Sagan. 

Zara Gingold, formerly of Brigadoon 
Drive, at a BLM rally in Washington, 
DC. 

Bannockburn in Action
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downtown and around the country.  
After lining MacArthur Boulevard with signs, 

multi-generational family groups walked to the 
Cabin John Local Park for a vigil, followed by 
speeches. Jen Jordan introduced Ian Shaiyen, 
a high school junior, who gave a rousing call to 
support the Black Lives Matter movement. Next up 
was Budiani-Saberi who spoke on the importance 
of recognizing white privilege and allying with the 
BLM movement. Bethesda native Michael Smith 
described his personal experience with racism and 
his son Sam read one of his poems. Swayze intro-
duced Sam Zanders, who also shared his expe-
rience with racism. Congressman Jamie Rankin 
reminded the crowd of Bannockburn’s long history 
of activism for social justice and urged everyone to 
vote. Facilitator Allison Leotta closed out the event 
by reminding us how privileged we are to be living 
in Bannockburn and the surrounding communities, 
and urged us to continue to fight for justice.

 In conjunction with the event, Swayze has creat-
ed a Facebook page called “DC/MD/VA – Rise Up 
& Stay Informed”  (https://www.facebookcom/grou
ps/1169895750009474/?ref=share)

Swayze says of this page, “It is an amazing bunch 
of people sharing different stories, perspectives, 
and insights. We still share info about any events 
we come across as well as live streams and events 
happening around the country.”

Searight, of Owen Place, is the vice president of 
BCI.

Bannockburn in Action from p. 9

Marianne Ross of Owen Place. 

The Solomon family of Owen Place is joined by girls 
from the Bradosti and Molineus families, also of 
Owen Place. 

Tim Boucher of East 
Halbert Road with Beth 
Rogers of Brigadoon 
Drive at a BLM rally in 
Washington, DC.

Jeanine Greene of 
West Halbert Road. Posey and Huck Payne of 

Benalder Drive. 
Rebecca Dils and Chris 
Solloway of West Halbert 
Road with daughter Elllie 
behind sign. 

https://www.facebookcom/groups/1169895750009474/?ref=share
https://www.facebookcom/groups/1169895750009474/?ref=share
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This summer, Bannockburn 
Nursery School (BNS) has been 
busy preparing for a very dif-
ferent 2020-2021 school year. 
In Montgomery County, seri-
ous health and safety concerns 
persist due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. As a result, our public 
school system made the decision 
to open with virtual learning only 
for the first semester after Coun-
ty Executive Marc Elrich stated 
that Montgomery County’s level 
of community transmission is still 
too high to safely start in-person 
classes. 

In the midst of this continued 
crisis, BNS has decided not 
to open for in-person classes 
and instead offer virtual pro-
gramming only for our families 
through the fall in order to sup-
port our children’s learning and 
give families as much structure 
and continuity as possible. 

Like all area schools, this spring BNS closed for 
in-person classes due to the pandemic; however, 
we offered online programming for our students 
and families. Our teachers became experts in Zoom 
in real time, figuring out how to teach and offer 
quality programming in this new digital format. 
They offered incredible content, informed by our 
play-based philosophy. Classes included book read-
alouds, science experiments, baking, sharing by the 
children, dance parties, nature walks, treasure hunts, 
and collaborative art projects. Our teachers’ creativ-
ity, perseverance, professionalism, and love for their 
children and families kept our school community 
together during incredibly challenging times. Our 
BNS families were also integral in helping our school 
to stay strong together and supporting the school in 
every way. Families jumped on board with our online 
format and continued to maintain financial commit-
ments to the school. Our community’s ongoing care 
helped to maintain the health of our school, which 
has thrived in the Bannockburn neighborhood for 70 
years. 

And now, planning for our fall 
programming, our BNS teachers 
have been hard at work building 
on their virtual teaching reper-
toire, creating a routine of learn-
ing activities that will address 
specific areas of children’s devel-
opment and learning. As we did 
this spring, we plan to use email, 
Zoom, phone calls, and the post 
office to connect with our chil-
dren and families. The children 
will be playing together with 
play dough and Legos; dancing, 
singing and playing musical in-
struments; learning letter names 
and sounds through engaging 
games; interacting with puppets, 
their teachers and their peers; 
and using all of these experienc-
es to launch into continued play 
at home. Children and families 
who crave connections with their 
teachers and classmates will be 
able to do so in a safe way that 

continues to extend their learning and growth. 
Our teachers have also created a library of record-

ed content for students that includes book read-
ings, sing-alongs, and project tutorials. The teachers 
have carved out areas in their homes, recreating 
their classroom environments so that the children 
can feel a strong connection with their school. In 
addition, the teachers are preparing home learning 
kits for our children that include materials for the 
children to actively engage with their teachers and 
classmates while on their virtual class calls. 

Our programming will not be limited to screen 
time; instead, we hope to provide our families 
with valuable tools to help continue the children’s 
learning at home. Each Monday, we will send our 
traditional “weekly notes” email that will include 
updates about the classes and suggestions and 
instructions for home learning set-up, projects, sen-
sory activities, art exploration, and outdoor engage-
ment. In this way, we hope our virtual programming 
will spur “invitations to play” for the families, or 
play experiences that invite the children to explore, 

Play-Based Virtual Learning at Bannockburn Nursery School
By Eileen Reyna

Saplings teacher Reetta Lepistö with her 
virtual home learning background.

Continued p. 12
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investigate, question, and participate in indepen-
dent play, inspired by our class calls and informa-
tion provided by the teachers. 

Online learning has required our staff to think dif-
ferently about lesson planning because we will not 
have the benefit of a face-to-face day in preschool. 
The activities being planned thoughtfully address 
developmental standards in an accessible way so 
that families can help to facilitate the play at home. 
Recognizing that families are in need of enriching 
programming for their early childhood learners, 
BNS will continue its tradition of supporting families 
and community through play. We look forward to 
welcoming children and families back to BNS when 
it is safe to do so, but, until then, look forward to 
starting our school year with an exciting virtual 
learning program. 

Reyna is the Director of Bannockburn Nursery 
School, located in the Bannockburn Clubhouse. She 
can be reached at eileenreynaBNS@gmail.com or 
(301) 320-4252; or visit www.bannockburnnursery-
school.com.

Home learning materials.

Virtual Learning from p. 11

For every home I sell in the Bannockburn neighborhood, I donate 
$250 to the Bannockburn Clubhouse Renovation Fund.

JoAnn Krecke of Bannockburn Drive wanted to 
share this article about Anthony Hyatt, formerly of 
West Halbert Road: 
https://washingtonjewishweek.com/66846/mak-
ing-medical-music-with-anthony-hyatt/featured-slid-
er-post/

Newsmaker Anthony Hyatt

http://eileenreynaBNS@gmail.com
http://www.bannockburnnurseryschool.com
http://www.bannockburnnurseryschool.com
https://washingtonjewishweek.com/66846/making-medical-music-with-anthony-hyatt/featured-slider-post/
https://washingtonjewishweek.com/66846/making-medical-music-with-anthony-hyatt/featured-slider-post/
https://washingtonjewishweek.com/66846/making-medical-music-with-anthony-hyatt/featured-slider-post/
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In the April issue of this newsletter I announced 
that the Bannockburn Community Club (BCC) was 
awarded a $50K grant from the Chesapeake Bay 
Trust (CBT) to address serious stormwater issues on 
the west side of the Bannockburn Clubhouse. The 
installation of the large bio-retention basin, smaller 
rain gardens, and conservation landscape – all key 
components of the project – was completed in late 
April.  In May, June, and July, we had several severe 
storms hit our area, registering up to two inches of 
rain per storm. Thanks to this project, Clubhouse 
neighbors no longer are inundated with water com-
ing from that side of the Clubhouse. This is truly an 
amazing success story. By keeping rainwater on our 
property, not only do we spare our neighbors, but 
we prevent stormwater from eroding and polluting 
our waterways (and staying out of your basements).  
That’s the functionality part.

Now the beauty part. The plants that were se-
lected for these gardens are all native to our area. 
They will delight us throughout the seasons for many 
years to come. However, more importantly, they are 
enabling us to re-establish an essential food web for 
our wildlife to survive. Mike and Susie Parker, our 
building manager and wife, now share the Club-
house with regular visits from hawks, finches, tana-
gers, chickadees, hummingbirds, dragonflies, bees, 
monarchs, bunny rabbits, and even a fox or three!  
Our featured planting in this month’s newsletter is 

the Franklinia tree named for Benjamin Franklin. 
Not only does it have beautiful camellia-like flowers 
in the summer, its leaves will put on a spectacular 
show of autumnal colors. 

BCC is now offering scheduled tours to small 
groups (no larger than eight, including me, your 
anointed tour guide). My calendar is pretty flexible 
(aka empty) these days, so please reach out to me 
and book a tour at your convenience, (a1956r@
aol.com). You will learn how we control the water 
flow off the Clubhouse roof and enjoy the native 
conservation landscape designed by our landscape 
architect, Susy Altmann. Birds and butterflies are 
included in the package tour. Glen Echo residents 
Holly Shimizu (Town Environmental Chair), Beth 
Boa (Town Manager), and Martha Morris (VP Glen 
Echo Park Partnership for Art and Culture Board) 
joined me on the first tour of the project on August 
11th, on a very hot late afternoon.  Holly has asked 
to partner with us in a joint effort to educate our 
neighbors first hand on the beauty of rain gardens 
for their own backyards, so I’m hoping to play tour 
guide for many Glen Echoans in the months (and 
years) ahead.

One of the most important goals of our CBT 
grant is to educate our community about the im-
portance of stormwater management practices and 
what we as citizens can do help keep our waterways 

Chesapeake Bay Trust Rain Gardens Report
By Ana Rasmussen

Before (April) After (July)

Continued p. 14

https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=fral
mailto:a1956r@aol.com
mailto:a1956r@aol.com
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clean and safe for generations to come.  BCC is 
partnering with Friends of Cabin John Creek (Fo-
CJC) in an environmental education program, which 
launched last month with a short survey to measure 
current stormwater awareness.  By taking the sur-
vey, you will give us an idea of what you know - and 
don’t know - about stormwater issues and what can 
be done to address issues on your property.  Your 
anonymous responses will be used to focus FoCJC’s 
Stormwater Solutions Program to better meet your 

Are You a BCC and BCA 
Member?

Your annual dues to Bannockburn Com-
munity Club (BCC) support community events 
and Clubhouse maintenance and improve-
ments. Member benefits include discounts for 
Clubhouse rentals and Music Festival tickets, 
access to members-only events, and early 
access to tickets for the popular Spring Show.

Dues to the Bannockburn Civic Associa-
tion (BCA) help represent Bannockburn on 
civic issues and support neighborhood com-
munications including this newsletter, the 
Bannockburn Community Directory, and the 
website. 

Membership is now on a rolling basis. 
Unsure of whether you’re a member or if your 
membership is current? Go to http://bannock-
burncommunity.org/membershipCheck.php.

Rain Garden from p. 13

Funding for this Watershed Restoration and Out-
reach grant project was provided by the Mont-
gomery County, MD, Water Quality Protection 
Charge and managed by the Chesapeake Bay 
Trust.

Rasmussen gives a tour in mid August.

needs and those of our community.  If you haven’t 
yet taken the survey, please help us and check in 
at:

https://www.cabinjohncreek.org/survey-c5yv

None of these projects would be a reality without 
generous support from Montgomery County and 
the Chesapeake Bay Trust.

Rasmussen, of West Halbert Road, is BCC’s 
Landscape Committee Chair and BCA’s Envi-
ronmental Chair.

Monarch butterfly on Joe Pye weed in the rain 
garden.

http://www.cabinjohncreek.org/
https://www.cabinjohncreek.org/survey-c5yv
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