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The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) is proud 
to announce the launch of our new and improved 
website at bannockburncommunity.org. With pan-
demic restrictions, tackling a website upgrade was 
the perfect social distancing project for us to pur-
sue.  
An overhaul was well overdue as more than a doz-

en years had passed since the website’s original in-
ception. Our objectives were to adopt new technol-
ogy that will allow more people to maintain the site, 
to improve user friendliness by including features 
like a search tool, and to better inform those not 
familiar with Bannockburn about our community. We 
rehired Niki Van of Van Studios, the original website 
designer, to build out the new site.  

Bannockburncommunity.org Gets a Facelift
By Mike Zangwill

The star new feature is a photo gallery with cap-
tions that emerge above images stretching across 
the screen. The gallery photos were chosen to 
highlight what makes living in Bannockburn so 
special. Prospective buyers or those curious about 
what makes our neighborhood a good place to live 
can flip through the gallery, read the captions, and 
better understand Bannockburn in one minute. I feel 
that this website, as well as our recently-redesigned 
newsletter, create value for all current and future 
residents of Bannockburn. The BCA recognizes Beth 
Rogers for her hard work and leadership of the web-
site development team. Please keep in mind that 
the website is a work-in-progress and that other fea-
tures and pages will be added shortly. Stay tuned.

Zangwill, of Brigadoon Drive, is president of the BCA.

http://bannockburncommunity.org
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Back 9 Production Team
Beth Rogers – Writer/Editor
Mike Zangwill – Design/Layout

Back 9 Contributors
Jeanine Greene
Elizabeth Kellar
Miriam Kelty
Cricket Park
Sarah Wolek
Mike Zangwill

The Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA) has 
published our neighborhood’s newsletter since 
1953. The Back 9 is published monthly September 
through June and currently reaches almost 700 
households. To make sure you receive a copy of this 
newsletter, visit http://bannockburncommunity.org/
newsletter-forum-request.php.

Interested in submitting an article or running an 
advertisement? Please email bannockburnback9@
gmail.com. 

The opinions presented in the Back 9 are the 
authors’ own. The BCA Board neither verifies nor 
endorses the contents of this community newslet-
ter. While the editors make every effort to ensure 
published dates, times, and other information are 
correct and current, errors may occur; the editorial 
staff, authors, and the BCA Board are not liable for 
any damages that may result from readers’ reliance 
on the information published in good faith herein.

BCA Board 2019-2020
Mike Zangwill, President
Elizabeth Kellar, Vice President
Steven Solomon, Treasurer
Patty Howie, Historian
Rick Pollard, Ombudsman
Ana Rasmussen, Environment
Anne Quinlan, Secretary
Nancy Roche
Bob Dohner
Randall Ingate
Nancy Forden
Laura Chavez

Bannockburn Community 
Club (BCC)

The BCC is the 501(c)(3) organization 
that manages the clubhouse and grounds 
on behalf of the BCI. As a result of this 
designation, any donations to BCC are tax 
deductible to the full extent allowable by 
law. 

BCC promotes, supports, and sponsors 
educational and cultural activities at the 
Bannockburn Community Clubhouse, 
including a not-for-profit nursery school, a 
children’s summer camp, theater (includ-
ing the Spring Show), art, music, dance, 
forums, lectures, and discussion groups.
 
Membership:
Area residents, former area residents, and 
friends of Bannockburn.
Annual Dues: 
Set by elected Board of Directors (current-
ly $250 for sponsors, $50 for families and 
$35 for single heads of households).
President: Christo Andonyadis
Treasurer: Hans Engler 
 
Contact: contact-bcc@bannockburncom-
munity.org

Office: +1.301.907.7600    
Long & Foster Bethesda Gateway  
4650 East West Highway   
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

CAROL STRASFELD
REALTOR® Licensed in MD & DC     The 
The DC Team at Long & Foster, Inc. 
Lic. #SP93396 (DC)

Mobile: +1.301.806.8871   
Email: Carol.Strasfeld@LNF.com  
Website: theDCteam.com
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GRASSROOTS

2020 Voting – New Options, New Locations
By Elizabeth Kellar and Sarah Wolek

We know that Bannockburn residents are en-
gaged in their community and understand the 
importance of the upcoming election. Therefore, 
instead of making a case for voting, we want to 
share information on how to vote. Please review 
the dates below and follow the embedded links for 
more information. 

Remember, you won’t 
be voting at Bannock-
burn Elementary School 
this year on November 
3rd. But you can deposit 
your mail-in ballot in a 
secure drop box at Walt 
Whitman High School 
(the closest drop box to 
Bannockburn) starting 
October 1st. (For those 
of you who just can’t wait, drop boxes have been 
open at the County’s Board of Elections in Gaith-
ersburg, and in Rockville at the City of Rockville 
Municipal Building and the Montgomery County 
Executive Building.) Or you can choose early vot-
ing (and on Election Day) in-person at the Jane E. 
Lawton Community Recreation Center (the closest 
voting center to Bannockburn), which is located at 
4301 Willow Lane in Chevy Chase and is open from 
7 a.m. – 8:00 p.m., October 26 – November 1.  

These are the closest locations to Bannockburn. 
If you would like a list of other sites where you 
can vote early in-person, or drop off a ballot (if 
you prefer not to mail it), please visit https://www.
montgomerycountymd.gov/Elections/dropbox.html 
and https://mcdcc.org/earlyvoting. Up to 40 vote 
centers are expected to be open in Montgomery 
County for in-person voting.

Don’t forget: For mail-in ballots, be sure to sign 
your name to the oath and date your signature 
on the back of the return voted ballot envelope. 
Sign only the envelope; do not sign the ballot. 
Use a black or blue ink pen. 

Election workers plan to canvass votes delivered 
to drop boxes throughout October to keep up with 

the anticipated volume of ballots. Bipartisan teams 
of election workers will empty the secure drop 
boxes twice a day. The drop boxes themselves are 
under surveillance 24/7.

This means that early votes, drop box votes, and 
Election Day votes can all be reported when the 
polls close on November 3rd. 

We encourage you to map 
out how you plan to vote and 
then reach out to your friends 
and family to check-in on 
their plans. This is going to 
be a very unique election cy-
cle due to COVID-19 and the 
stakes are extremely high. 
Let’s have our voices heard 
and have an amazing “turn-
out” from our neighborhood!

Key dates to keep in mind:
 
August 24: Vote-by-mail ballot applications auto-
matically mailed to registered voters.

September 18: Vote-by-mail ballots automatically 
mailed to military/overseas registered voters.

September 24: Vote-by-mail ballots mailed to do-
mestic Maryland voters who filled out and mailed 
in their applications. This includes Maryland-res-
ident voters, out-of-state college students, and 
other Maryland voters temporarily residing in other 
states. Mailing of ballots continues until the vote-
by-mail ballot application deadline on October 20. 
If you did not receive a mail-in-ballot application, 
go to the Maryland Voter Registration site. To check 
on the status of your vote-by-mail ballot applica-
tion, click here, enter the requested information to 
look up your voter record, then select “status of my 
mailed-in or provisional ballot.” 

Continued p. 4

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/Elections/dropbox.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/Elections/dropbox.html
https://mcdcc.org/earlyvoting
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/Elections/Resources/Files/pdfs/PollingPlaces/Polling%20Place%20List%202020/2020%20VC%20%26%20EV%20Ctrs_Alpha_General.pdf
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch
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LAW OFFICE OF BRAD KELLY, LLC 
6917 RANNOCH ROAD 

BETHESDA, MD 20817 

TELEPHONE 240.355.6593 

BKELLY@BKELLYLAW.COM 

Washingtonian Top 
Civil Defense Lawyer 

2005 -2017 

YOUR  PERSONAL  INJURY PLAINTIFF'S LAWYER
I've changed teams.  Now I'm on yours.

Wolek represents Maryland 
state legislative district 16 
(D16) – which includes Ban-
nockburn and other parts 
of Bethesda, Potomac, 
and Chevy Chase – on the 
Montgomery County Dem-
ocratic Central Committee. 

She also serves on the board of the Bethesda 
Urban Partnership and lives with her husband 
and three kids on East Halbert Road.

October 1: Vote-by-mail official Board of Elections 
ballot drop boxes open widely around Montgomery 
County. Click here for a complete list of ballot drop 
box locations. Additional drop box locations are ex-
pected to be added through the month of October.

For every home I sell in the Bannockburn neighborhood, I donate 
$250 to the Bannockburn Clubhouse Renovation Fund.

Vote from p.3

October 13: Online voter registration deadline. In 
Maryland you can also register and vote the same 
day during early voting or on Election Day. Check 
here to see what documents you will need to bring. 
Look up your voter registration here. Find out how 
to register to vote here.

October 26 – November 2: Early in-person voting 
begins. Find early voting locations here. Early voting 
sites also will be open for in-person voting on Elec-
tion Day.

October 27: Last day to mail in your ballot if using 
the post office. 
 
November 3: Election Day.

Kellar, of Braeburn Place, is Vice President of the 
Bannockburn Civic Association. See her full bio on 
page 7.

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/Elections/dropbox.html
https://elections.maryland.gov/voter_registration/index.html?eligibility
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch
https://mcdcc.org/register
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/Elections/Resources/Files/pdfs/PollingPlaces/Polling%20Place%20List%202020/2020%20VC%20%26%20EV%20Ctrs_Alpha_General.pdf


Back 9Back 9TheThe BANNOCKBURN BANNOCKBURN October 2020October 2020

5

We move into month 
seven of Pandemic 
World. There are two 
full moons in October. 
The “blue moon” is on 
Halloween. There are still 
four weeks before the 
election. Our church on 
the hill is still closed to 
the public. Wait. Did I say 
we were closed? 

Okay. The building 
is still off limits. Flood 
repairs are moving along, though. We, the peo-
ple, are still the church and we are alive and busy!  
Families work together to lead our ministry with 
Bethesda Cares, which feeds hungry folks every 
other month at Our Lady of Lourdes. Many pa-
rishioners are dropping off food for Manna Food 
Center, as well as supporting them financially.  Not 
a member of Redeemer? No problem – you are 
invited to join us in these ministries. Send me an 
e-mail (rector@redeemerbethesda.org) and you’ll 
be put in touch with the folks who make Bethesda 
Cares dinners happen. Or, drop off some nonper-
ishable food items in the Manna box at the Dun-
robbin Drive lower level entrance.

We hope to be able to offer a few services out-
side this month. Somehow we will make Blessing 
of the Animals happen on St. Francis Day, October 
4th at 2 p.m. We’ll be on the lawn or do a drive-
through. No matter what – it will be memorable! 
And, Halloween night, we’ll gather to read the All 
Saints’ Eve service and remember those who have 
died. 

Redeemer, however, is still very much alive. On-
line or outside, you’re invited to join your neigh-
borhood parish. 

Amen Corner
Still Doing Good Work in Bad Times
By the Reverend Cricket Park, Rector
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer

The Episcopal 
Church of the  

Redeemer 
 

www.redeemerbethesda.org 
Sundays on Zoom 

Adult Forum (9a), Morning  
Worship (10a), Coffee Hour (4:30p) 

TheFIVE (5p) 
 

Blessing of the Animals 
October 4, 2p—outdoors 

Halloween Service 
October 31, 5p—outdoors  

Costumes encouraged! 

The Rev. Cricket Park, Rector  

Geoffrey Silver, Director of Music Ministries 
6201 Dunrobbin Drive  301-229-3770 

office@redeemerbethesda.org   

GLEN ECHO EXXON
6729 Goldsboro Road Bethesda MD 20817
AUTO CARE SERVICE CENTER

301 229-8666
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B’Burn Lawnapalooza: Get 
Down in the Lockdown
By Jeanine Greene

Miss the annual Bannockburn Music Festival?  Well, 
this year you can enjoy its socially-distanced alterna-
tive: Bannockburn Lawnapalooza. Just stroll through 
the neighborhood between 4-7 on Saturday, Octo-
ber 3rd, and your neighbors will serenade you from  
their doorsteps. 
A smaller version of the usual festival, these perfor-

mances will still benefit the Clubhouse and amaze 
you with the talent living next door. Donate by Ven-
mo or PayPal in advance, and/or as you pass by to 
show your appreciation. Cash/check donations will 
be accepted on site, too.

aND tHE bEAT gOES oN…

So, mark your calendar for October 3rd! Let’s 
carry on our Bannockburn community spirit by 
enjoying the talent in our midst and supporting 
the Clubhouse which has brought so many of us 
together in the past. More details, including house 
addresses, are on the way and will appear in the 
Bannockburn community Google group and Next 
Door.  
The fall Music Festival tradition lives on. Join us!

Greene, of West Halbert Road, is one of the 
Lawnapalooza organizers. She will also be per-
forming at the event.

Bannockburn in Action
Presidential Yacht

Mike Zangwill (right) of Brigadoon Drive, and President of the Bannockburn Civic Association, visited 
Bannockburn Community Club President Christo Andonyadis of Kenhowe Drive on September 4th in 
Delaware. After taking Zangwill for a spin on Little Assawoman Bay on his boat, Andonyadis quipped, 
“Bannockburn needs a succession plan if this boat goes down.”
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Bannockburn residents have until November 9th to 
provide comments on the 18,000-page Draft Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement (DEIS) to widen I-495 
and I-270 at: https://495-270-p3.com/DEIS/. You’ll 
also find the 350-page DEIS overview at this link.

 The Montgomery County Council and County 
Executive also seek public feedback by October 16th 
to inform their position. There are a number of envi-
ronmental issues and mitigation proposals regarding 
the plan to add four lanes to portions of both high-
ways. The August 18th Maryland Matters describes 
some of the debates and unanswered questions, 
such as the problem of slower traffic for those head-
ing north on I-270 when eight lanes of traffic must 
merge into two lanes after I-370.   

There also are uncertainties about some of the 

I-495 and I-270 Expansion – Environmental Statement 
By Elizabeth Kellar

DEIS’s assumptions. For example, will the telework 
trend continue and, if so, will it affect long-term com-
muting patterns?  The Bannockburn Civic Association 
welcomes your feedback on the DEIS, its underlying 
assumptions, and any related issues you’d like to 
bring to our attention. Please contact bcaboard@
bannockburncommunity.org with any questions or 
comments.

Kellar, of Braeburn Place, is the 
Vice President of the Bannock-
burn Civic Association. She also 
serves on the Western Mont-
gomery County Citizens Adviso-
ry Board and the Montgomery 
County Community Recovery 
Group. 

NAN Update
By Miriam Kelty

NAN activities have shifted focus since the begin-
ning of the pandemic. At first our board and block 
coordinators reached out to establish contact, 
identify needs and distribute masks. Transporta-
tion requests were down to zero as people stayed 
home.  

For several months our main activity has been 
sharing resources about Covid-19 and distributing 
information about on-line classes, performances, 

virtual tours and talks. We have a group of neighbors 
who are paired with our seniors and shop for them. 
Outdoor visits are popular but most likely there will 
be fewer as the weather gets cool.  
Have some spare time? Become familiar with NAN’s 
website at https://bannockburnnan.org.

Kelty, of Selkirk Drive, is the President of Neighbors 
Assisting Neighbors (NAN).

https://495-270-p3.com/DEIS/
https://www.marylandmatters.org/2020/08/18/18000-pages-myriad-questions-hogans-highway-widening-plan-faces-the-public/
mailto:bcaboard@bannockburncommunity.org
mailto:bcaboard@bannockburncommunity.org
https://bannockburnnan.org.
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Sharon and Jason Kressel are the new owners 
of 6505 Callander Drive with their two sons, Max, 
eight months, and Aaron, two-and-a-half years old. 
The family had been living in Atlanta but Jason, who 
grew up in Bethesda and attended Burning Tree, 
Pyle, and Whitman, was eager to return.

Jason, an executive at Experian Health, had initially 
targeted the Glen Echo area. He flew up for the day 
to look at houses in early February and was shown 
the Callander Drive house, at the time under con-
struction, and was particularly taken with the builder. 
As coronavirus curtailed travel they decided to make 
an offer on the house. Plus his sister (see entry to 
the right) had just moved onto Cairn Terrace. The 
contract was signed on Valentine’s Day and the 
family moved in in July, without Sharon having seen 
the place.

Sharon admits that her husband tends to be pick-
ier about where they live but notes, “What could I 
say ‘no’ to? I love this place!” She just started a new 
job with Advantia Health. With paternal grandpar-
ents close at hand, and cousins of the same age in 
the same neighborhood, they are settling in nicely. 

 Sharon misses not being close to her parents 
in Atlanta, but has a sister in DC and many friends in 
the area from her college days at UVA. 

Ravina and Kirk Claussen moved into 6409 West 
Halbert Road in mid-August. Originally from Or-
lando, the Claussens had moved to Bethesda four 
years ago, renting in the Al Marah neighborhood, to 
get a sense of what neighborhood they should buy 
in. Daughters Annika, 12, and Serena, 9, were both 
going to Bannockburn Elementary School (Annika is 
now at Pyle) so they got to know and fall in love with 
the Bannockburn community. The Claussens were 
also familiar with Bannockburn as members of the 
Bannockburn Pool for the past few years. 

Ravina is a benefits consultant and Kirk is a finan-
cial consultant. “We are looking forward to engag-
ing in the neighborhood. We are very excited to be 
here,” says Ravina. “Everyone we have met, even 
in the context of Covid, has been very welcoming.” 
She is happy that Annika and Serena can walk to the 
pool on their own.

Lauren Kressel and Joe Zimm moved into 6020 
Cairn Terrace last December from Washington, DC, 
and were all set to attend the annual Newcomers’ 
Dinner which got cancelled due to Covid. 

Lauren had grown up in Bethesda (see entry on 
Jason Kressel, to the left) and Joe has family in the 
area. When the couple, who have two children, Na-
than, two-and-a-half, and Audrey, eight months old, 
decided to leave the city, they didn’t want to be far 
from Lauren’s job in Rosslyn and moving to Vir-
ginia was not under consideration. “We looked all 
around Bethesda,” says Lauren. “We wanted to be 
close to our parents and Joe’s siblings.” The family 
had looked at a house on Rannoch Road that they 
particularly liked because it was right across the 
street from the path to the Merrimack Pool, but that 
got snatched up. Joe, who works from home for a 
California-based tech company, is pretty delighted 
with the size of their yard now. “I love the neighbor-
hood,” says Lauren. 

One thing that was an unknown when Lauren and 
Joe bought their house was that Lauren’s brother 
Jason would also buy a house in Bannockburn just 
a few months later. “I’m excited that my kids have 
cousins nearby who are so close in age,” says Lau-
ren.

Has someone new moved onto your street? Contact 
Beth Rogers, Bannockburn’s newcomers’ greeter, at 
bethmrogers@earthlink.net, and she will make sure 
they get an official welcome. 

New in the Neighborhood
By Beth Rogers 
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THE BACKYARD NATURALIST: 
Think Twice Before Planting New Trees Soon
By Ellen Paul

Brace yourself. Those slow-moving, buzzing 
cicadas that creep us out are going to be showing 
up by the millions next year. The periodical cica-
da, Magicicada septendecim, is known as the 17-
year cicada because they hide out underground for 
17 years. They last irrupted in Bethesda in 2004. 

Simple arithmetic tells us that 2021 is the year we 
will be hit with this plague, but after 2020, it will 
seem like child’s play. For humans, that is. These 
insects are annoying at worst; the sound can be 
quite loud and they can make a mess on wind-
shields. Otherwise, though, they cause no harm to 
humans or pets.

It’s a different story for young trees and shrubs, 
however. After the nymphs crawl up from the 
ground, they transform into adults in a few weeks. 
Then, of course, they mate – and that’s when the 
trouble begins. The females use an appendage, 
called an ovipositor, to gouge slits in twigs into 
which they then deposit eggs. Twigs with many 
slits often break or hang down from the tree. On 
established trees, this breakage will not harm the 
tree. It may be unattractive, but it is not cause for 
alarm. Older trees will easily replace branches that 
have been broken or “pruned” by cicadas. Howev-
er, young trees (planted less than four years earlier 
or under 4-6 ft in height) or newly- planted trees 

may be killed, or their growth stunted if this type of 
injury is extensive. 

Common trees that are most susceptible to cica-
da damage include oaks, maples, cherry and other 
fruit trees, hawthorn, and redbud – but almost 
every hardwood tree is susceptible to some harm. 
Evergreens are not usually used by cicadas.

Thus, it isn’t a great idea to plant new trees this 
fall or next spring. If you already have young trees 
in the ground, you may want to tent them from 
April through the end of June. Small trees and 
shrubs may be protected by covering them with 
plastic mesh with 1/4 inch (or smaller) openings. 

The smaller the holes, 
the better, as they are 
less likely to be harm-
ful to birds, snakes, and 
other wildlife. Every year, 
thousands of animals are 
injured in inappropriate 
netting of back yard fruit 
trees, or discarded net-
ting. It entangles birds, liz-
ards, snakes, bats and the 
occasional possum. The 
netting cuts their mouths 
as they try to bite them-
selves free, or wraps so 
tightly around them that 
circulation is cut off and 

tissue dies, days or even 
weeks later. The animals 

die of thirst, starvation, and/or strangulation while 
suffering prolonged pain. Even if they escape or 
are rescued, they often die later as a result of sec-
ondary infection. Therefore ultralight-weight crop 
cover fabric is a better good choice, although more 
expensive. It lets light through and is less likely to 
trap beneficial insects, snakes, and birds than does 
the plastic netting. In fact, the very best netting in 
terms of safety for wildlife is tree mesh bags, such 
as those made by Meyabond. The openings in the 
mesh measure less than 1 mm. 

The plants should be protected from the time 
cicadas emerge (late April) until they are gone 6-8 

Left: adult. Center: nymph emerging from ground and crawling up tree. 
Right: nymph shedding skin and transforming to adult.

Continued p. 10
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weeks later (late June). Be sure to fasten the netting 
securely around the trunk of the tree to keep the 
nymphs from crawling up the trunk and to prevent 
other animals from getting under the netting and 
getting trapped. 

If you want to avoid plastic (yes, please!) you can 
spray cicadas off the trees with a garden hose. This 
will require more vigilance, of course. Reportedly, 
wrapping the trunks with layers of aluminum foil will 
also prevent the nymphs from crawling up the trees.

Please do NOT put sticky substances (such as Tan-
glefoot) on the tree trunks as these will also harm 
beneficial insects and even birds, which suffer a 
terrible, lingering death when trapped by the sticky 
tape. 

Insecticides are generally ineffective and it would 
require an enormous amount of these toxins to 
make even a tiny dent in so massive a population of 
insects. Meanwhile, you would also be killing all the 
beneficial insects. 

If you have a pond, cover it with screening to 

Time Your Tree Planting  from p. 9

Bannockburn Cooperators, Inc.
Board Members 2020-2021

Patty Howie, President/BCA Liaison
Juliette Searight, Vice President
Ava Hillman, Secretary/Treasurer
At Large: Connie Gass, Margie Gustafson, Diana Keel-
ing, Tom Holzman

BCI owns the Clubhouse and surrounding grounds, 
in addition to two small triangular pieces of property 
in the valley. It has a long-term agreement with BCC 
for it to manage the Clubhouse and grounds, and it 
cooperates with BCC, BCA, and NAN on community 
events and issues. The BCI Board would like to thank 
the property owners who surround the valley for mow-
ing the lawn and keeping the grounds tidy.

Residents become shareholders of BCI either by 
transfer from the previous owner of their house or by 
paying a one-time $10 fee. Shareholders can partici-
pate in major decisions regarding BCI property.  If you 
have received a notice of eligibility or would like to 
check your shareholder status, contact Patty Howie, 
pbhowie@verizon.net. 

prevent cicadas from accumulating. Large numbers 
of decomposing cicadas could cause problems with 
oxygen depletion in the water.

You might also want to buy earplugs. The loud 
buzzing sound made by adults looking for mates 
can top 100 decibels. Some think it sounds like 
“PHARoah, PHARoah.” Males make their noise using 
a drumlike part of their abdomen called the tymbal, 
while females respond by flicking their wings togeth-
er. This noise is so loud it can be heard up to a half-
mile away, which makes cicadas one of the loudest 
insects in the United States. Of course, if it drowns 
out the leaf blowers, all to the good!

Paul, of East Halbert Road, lives to bird and birds to 
live, but, along the way, she also notices the insects, 
mammals, and plants that surround Bannockburn. 

If you want to protect your trees, make sure to 
use bird-friendly mesh.

mailto:pbhowie@verizon.net
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